Transcript of BBC Radio 4, Today, 30th April 2004, Thought for the Day,  [on the occasion of EU enlargement] 7.48am

THE REV. DR JOHNSTON MCMASTER:  At midnight tonight 10 European countries will join the European Union. It will be marked by a televised gala concert from Berlin, Warsaw and Malta. Tomorrow 25 Heads of State and Government of all the EU Member States will be in Dublin for a ceremony to mark the historic enlargement. All over Europe concerts, exhibitions, food fairs, craft fairs, debates and border exchanges have been organised. Tonight large parts of Eastern and Western Europe will be united in peace and democracy. Its not only historic, its momentous because peace and democracy were not characteristic of Europe in the 20C. The European Union dream born in 1948 was meant to be and has become an international project in conflict transformation. Tonight we reach another stage in the healing of our past divisions, Europe's internal legacy of inhumanity, brutality, war and violence. At midnight Europe will celebrate its peace, democracy and larger sense of belonging.  How well do we live with this larger sense of belonging? Does a faith perspective enhance positive diversity? We are no less English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh for being European. And yet we do have a tendency to want to homogenise identity or polarise into a sharply differentiated us and them, with us being superior. Yet each of us in ourselves is a multiplicity of identities. Collectively we have layers of belonging; Irish, British, European, global citizens. I live in Belfast and this weekend I want to gladly celebrate Prague, Budapest and Tallinn, all of us equal in status and sharers of richly diverse cultures.  And a faith perspective does enhance this larger sense of belonging and celebration of diversity. Paul, one of the early Christians and whose letters Christians still read, was a prolific traveller and writer. In his letters he describes himself as Jewish, Greek, Roman, even a very local identity, belonging to the tribe or clan of Benjamin. All of these strands of identity made up who he was and he was proud of all of them. He wrote one particular letter to people in Rome. The letter struggles with issues of conflict and identity. As Paul tries to help deeply divided people find an equality of status in their legitimate and different ethnicities, he also writes of the impartiality of God. This is not just a theological affirmation but also a profoundly social affirmation. This is why the climax or punch line of Paul's letter to the Romans has something important to say on the eve of European enlargement. 'Welcome one another as God has welcomed you'.

