Extract from transcript of BBC Radio 4, Today, 8th June 2004, Interview with Tony Blair, 8.10am 

TONY BLAIR:  We do need to challenge this notion that the interests of Britain in the early 21st Century are best fulfilled by us leaving the biggest economic and political union on earth.

JAMES NAUGHTIE:  Well, you say you need to challenge it, surely that’s what you should have been doing for seven years, because the fact is, under your leadership, more people than at any point since 1975 appear to be – if we read the opinion polls on UKIP and so on – saying ‘no’ to the European Union.  Not just that they don’t like some of the things coming out of Brussels, but they don’t want to be in it at all.

TONY BLAIR:  Well, it’s a fair point.  It’s not that we haven’t made the points though, and every single interview that I give, every speech that I make, I say why it’s important for Britain to be part of Europe.  And one of the reasons why I changed our position on the referendum and the Constitutional treaty is because I think it is time not to have this as a sort of protest, but let’s have a real debate.  Is it actually sensible, when 60% of our trade is with Europe, when millions of jobs are with Europe, for us – when every other country anywhere around Europe is trying to get into the European Union – to get out of it?  

JN:  Do you mean that the apparent increase in support for UKIP will actually help you?

Moves on to discuss UKIP, the EU Constitution, Conservative position on Europe; Referendum Timing; his leadership of the party;   

Extract from transcript of BBC, Breakfast with Frost and the Prime Minister, on the EU Constitution, 20th June 2004.  (Full transcript available)

TONY BLAIR:   I mean look, there is a traditional Labour left wing position against the European Union.  I mean one of the bizarre things in politics is when I first came into parliament in 1983, Labour fought an election on getting out of Europe, and the Tories, under Margaret Thatcher, were saying don't be ridiculous, you know, millions of British jobs depend on being part of the European Union. And now you've had this curious inversion, where the Conservative Party is basically running from UKIP and people who want to get out of Europe and the Labour Party, basically, is, is in favour of Britain's membership. Now there will be some Labour MPs who are against it but I don't think they really, they don't represent the centre of gravity of the party. 

P.T.O.

