Extract from transcript of BBC 1 The Politics Show, 20th June 2004, Jeremy Vine and Andrew Smith, Work and Pensions Secretary. (Full transcript available)

JV:   When we hear you and your colleagues saying why this Constitution is so good, it's always in terms of negatives isn't it? You say it's not this and it's not that and it's not the other. What's so wonderful about it? 

AS:   I don't think you were listening to what I said then; I said it gives national parliaments more say. 

JV:   That's a negative isn't it? 

AS:   It - it gives - it gives us a streamlined way of taking decisions, it safeguards areas of national interest and it does mean a Europe of nation states working together and it's not just the British Government that's saying that, commentators right across Europe, Figaro, leading French newspaper, said that this seals the victory of nation states over the idea of a European superstate but I tell you something else that's going to be crucial as this debate goes forward and it's this: We're convinced Britain needs to have a strong voice at the heart of Europe, the Conservative position is walking towards the door marked 'Exit', that would threaten incalculable damage to our economic interest. There's three million jobs that indirectly or directly depend on Europe and the economic success which Britain is seeing within the European Union, although in the UK ... 

JV:   Can I ask you what your answer is to Robert Kilroy-Silk's point made this morning? He asked: 'Is the new Constitution going to create a single new school hospital?' 

AS:   Erm, yes it will because making a success of Europe entrenches the economic success which Britain is enjoying with so much of our trade, so many jobs depending on Europe, that's how we generate the wealth which pays for schools and hospitals and building a decent society in this country, and to pull out of the European Union would put all of that at risk. 

