Letter from Chris Smith, Culture Secretary, 11th May 2001 Page 1 of 2

Letter from Chris Smith, Culture Secretary, 11th May 2001

Department for Culture, Hedia and Sport 2-4 Cockspur Strest Tel 020-72116253 7 HH
Fram the Secretary of Strte Londan SW1Y SDH Fax 0E0-72116245
www,culture. gov.uk chiriz smith
@culturs gigovuk

C01/02819/01524/DC

Lard Pearson of Rannach

Clobal Britain

Hope House

45 Great Peter Strest

LOMDON

SW1P 3LT iy

Yo Lafo

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter of 25 April to Sir Christopher Bland,
gbout the BEC's reporting of European Union issues,

| have noted your concerns. You have correctly raised them with Sir Christopher
Eland as these are matters for the BEC.  As you will know, the BEC's Charter and
Agresment contain a2 specific requirerment on the Corporation to treat
controversial subjects with due accuracy and impartiality, and it is the
responsibility of the BBC Gavernars to ensure that these obligations are met.

| can reassure you that under the proposed new regulatory arangements set out in
the Communications White Paper, there will be no reduction in the type or extent

of thesa obligations.

CHRIS SMITH

MVESTOR IN PEOFLE
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