APPENDIX A 

EU Referendum items in April

April 1 

1. Discussion of the allegedly negative impact of EU regulations on UK immigration, the item pegged on a House of Lords select committee report on the subject   

2. The blog noted that Bertie Ahern, who was resigning,  brokered the  Lisbon treaty and was slated as a possible next president of the EU. 

April 2 

3. David Miliband had claimed that Britain could exert a greater say over global challenges by acting within the EU than individually. This is described as a ‘new offensive by the pro-EU wing of the government’.  The item also pointed out that a forthcoming NATO summit, to discuss Afghanistan, the EU ‘does not have a locus at all’. 

Comparing the rhetoric with the reality, far from being an effective vehicle for expressing British foreign policy, the EU is at best an irrelevance and, at worst, a positive handicap. To have a foreign secretary who so transparently thinks otherwise is more than a little worrying.
April 3   

4. The blog noted that the EU carbon market was now worth 28m euros annually, and that despite, this, figures released the day before suggested that emissions for 2007 were roughly flat, while those from the biggest six economies rose 1.6%. 

5. A report said that the Conservative at Home website was claiming that Europhile Conservative MEPs were rigging the selection process that prevented eurosceptics from being considered properly. 

6. The site noted that a debate in the House of Lords about the referendum on the treaty of Lisbon had fudged, but meanwhile 

…the European Commission wants to increase citizens' involvement in the EU decision-making process. In a Communication entitled 'Debate Europe – building on the experience of Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate', it puts forward a set of future actions to foster a general and permanent debate on the future of the European Union among people from all walks of life, at both national and EU level.

7. An item noted that he Polish Parliament had voted through the Lisbon Treaty with a proviso, that the right afforded to gays under the Charter of Fundamental Rights would not be honoured. 

April 4

9. The EU Commission had published a list of legal actions against member states, including to Britain regarding the implementation of a directive on motor insurance, to Slovakia, about disclosure of privatisation agreements, and to Italy about lawyers’ fees.

10. It was noted that the EU had ordered Zimbabwe to respect the will of the people with regard to their election…

… as opposed to the EU which, when it gets a clear indication of the will of the people – as in the French and Dutch referendums – simply ignores the results, re-labels and re-issues the EU constitution and then conspires with member state governments to ensure that the "will of the people" is never heard.

11. The blog also noted a posting from Daniel Hannan in which he discussed the possibility that Irish PM  Bertie  Ahern had stood down purely to ensure a ‘yes’ vote in the Lisbon  Treaty referendum.  

12. There was discussion of an article in the International Herald Tribune about reference to Henry Kissinger’s request in the 1970s that there should be one telephone number for Europe. It was noted: 

The basis of that assertion is a clear misunderstanding of what is happening in Europe. The aim of the ongoing process is to create a completely new political structure – this has already happened to some extent – in which individual member states and their leaders are not actually going to have any great influence at all.

13. Another posting discussed the contribution in the House of Lords debate on the Lisbon treaty by Lord Kerr of Kinlochard, who, it was claimed, had seriously mis-represented the origin and function of the European Council as an inter-governmental institution, rather than as Jean Monnet had intended, a ‘provisional European government’.  

14. Noting that the EU finance ministers, meeting in Slovenia, had called on individual to check inflation, It was noted that EU regulation cost 12% of GDP, that the UK was paying ‘zillions’ in contributions to the EU and that the eurozone experiment was causing financial instability.  

April 6

15. The blog claimed that the Christopher Booker column in the Sunday Telegraph had observed that the supposed debate on the Lisbon Treaty in the House of Lords on April 1 had ended up as a charade in which both sides had simply talked past each other. The article also noted that Britain was powerless to halt immigration of EU nationals because directive 2004/38/EC allowed migrants who became naturalised citizens to bring in their spouses and other economic dependents.   

But, what the paper does not seem to realise is that the biggest malaise of all is that, in so many areas, the problem is not the government's "chosen policies" but that they are not the policies of our government at all. They are EU policies, imposed rather than chosen, over which we have no control.

16. It was also noted that the EU had been forced – but only temporarily – to abandon a directive that would have made illegal 33% of Britain’s MRI hospital scanners. 

The blog said that the World Wildife Fund had observed that power generating companies in five EU companies including Britain stood to make windfalls of up to a total of 71bn euros through the EU plans for curbing carbon emissions.  It was claimed that this sum would come directly out of the pockets of consumers under a scheme which had brought a 1.2% increase in emissions. 

April 7

17. The blog pointed out that speakers in the House of Lords debates had to declare interests in the topics that they were speaking about, however tenuous – with one exception: those who had pensions from the EU.  It was noted that: 

It is worth recalling that the EU has the right to withdraw that pension, should any recipient make a statement that could be deemed to be against the interests of that organization.

April 8


18. The British government had committed 3.4bn euros to the Galileo satellite system, a figure that would not be adequate and would be sure to rise, probably to 10bn euros. It was alleged that a series of lies had been told by the government about the project, and also that the media had not reported the decision, apart from the BBC website.  

19. A meeting of the bishops’ conference of the European Community (COMECE) at which it had become clear that 

the true legacy of the European Union, which has destroyed any idea of linkage between electing a government and expecting it to deliver policies that are in the interests of the people who elected it.

The item also noted that the Roman Catholic Church appeared to be ‘in bed’ with the EU.

20. A separate blog noted that the Financial Times had carried an item warning that if EU plans to extend intellectual property rights to the estates of dead artists would seriously damage the UK art market.  The blog noted that the new directive had been passed on a QMV basis by countries that mostly didn’t have arts markets. 

April 9

21. It was noted that the EU Commission had successfully brought a case before the European Court of Justice which had resulted in a ruling against Italy for breaching procurement objectives in the buying of new helicopters by not putting out the deal to competitive tender. The item concluded:

And our supreme government is quite clearly telling us that efficiency, cost saving and other desirable attributes of our local government are as of naught when it comes to the pursuit of integration.   

22. Margot Wallstrom, the EU commissioner responsible for PR within the EU, had claimed that big steps had been made in communicating with EU citizens and schoolchildren and towards ‘building an open European public sphere’. The blog pointed out that the UK media had virtually stopped reporting EU affairs.  

April 10

23. Power over banning of additives in food had passed entirely to the EU and away from the UK parliament, leaving the UK FSA in the position where it had to plead with food manufacturers for voluntary bans of particular substances.   The article noted that the British government was trying to persuade the EU to ban some additives in the face of a ruling that had found that additives largely caused no harm. 

24. The EU’s ‘obsession’ with driving down carbon emissions had led to a conflict with tyre manufacturers, who were concerned that new directives designed to reduce ‘rolling resistance’ and noise emissions of lorry tyres were not feasible. The article noted that, as with food additives, the British parliament was not involved, indicating again that the government was increasingly irrelevant.   

25. A long essay considered the power Russia was exerting over the EU with regard to gas and energy supplies, and noted that some were arguing that a strong EU would countermand the pressures.     The item noted that Britain did not appear to be figuring at all, as it remained on the sidelines in the recent US/NATO-Russia summit.    

April 11 

26. The EU Commission had passed an annex to aviation security which it had ruled should not be published – instead to be made available only to ‘appropriate authorities’. This meant that a Viennese man had been ejected from an aircraft for carrying ‘prohibited’ items, namely tennis racquets. The report noted that the man had brought proceedings before the European Court of Justice, which had ruled that the commission was in breach of Article 254 of the EU treaty, which required the publication regulations in the Official Journal.  

27. Slovakia had ratified the Lisbon treaty, though some opposition MPs had boycotted the vote because they were worried that it gave readers, state institutions or politicians excessive rights of reply in the media. The item noted that nine countries had now ratified the treaty.    

28. The European Central Bank remained wedded to a policy of driving up the euro against the pound and dollar, despite claims in the British media and elsewhere that this was ‘a policy blunder of the first order’ which risked a replay of the ERM crisis of the 1990s. 

April 13  

29. French agriculture minister Michel Barnier was pushing for the CAP to be put back at the top of the EU agenda and was to float the idea of a European initiative in food security in order to avoid a ‘tsunami’ caused by rising prices. The blog commented that this was likely to be an attempt to turn back the EU’s drive to reduce agricultural subsidies.  

April 14

30. The Bulgarian minister of the Interior Roumen Petkov had resigned amid pressure from the EU as a result of allegations that he had been involved in organised crime. The blog noted that Bulgaira – which had allegedly met EU criteria when it had been allowed to join the EU – had seen 150 gangland killings since 2001 and not a single arrest of a suspect. 

31. The European Environment Agency was telling the EU that it must suspend its target of raising the share of biofuels in transport to 10% until a more comprehensive study on their environmental risks was conducted. The blog said that the agency believed that the commission’s draft directive on biofuels was too ‘overambitious’ and also that first generation fuels did not yield the environmental benefits that were claimed for them. In addition, the EEA thought the target for cultivation would harm the environment.   

32. Olaf, the body that investigated fraud in the EU, had admitted – after years of denial – that it had asked to see documents seized by Belgian police when it had raided the office of German investigative journalist Hans-Martin Tillack, who had been writing stories about corruption within the EU. The item noted that this was despite earlier strenuous denials by the director general of Olaf, and Slim Kallas, the European commissioner fighting fraud. It was also noted that although an official had apologised to journalists for misleading them, no statement had been to the European Parliament, which had also been misled.   

33. The Irish Daily Mail had reported a plan by the Irish government to mount a deliberate campaign of misinformation to ensure that the Lisbon treaty was approved by the forthcoming referendum. This included an assurance to the Irish foreign minister that the European Commission would tone down or delay announcement from Brussels that ‘might be unhelpful’. 

April 15 

34. The Times was reporting that the French were launching a campaign to boost agricultural subsidies and for the EU to resist further cuts in the agriculture budget. The article had noted that Michel Barnier, the agriculture minister, had said the EU should not bow to pressure from the WTO but should instead increase aid to farmers in developing countries. The blog commented that Gordon Brown had, by contrast, vowed to cut agricultural subsidies. 

35. An item noted that Silvio Berlusconi, who had won the elections in Italy, was ‘hated’ by the ‘eurocracy’. It asked whether Italy would receive help for its economic problems at the same level Spain had done. A separate posting speculated whether Mr Berlusconi, who had vowed to be tough on immigrants, would extend existing drives to deport people to EU citizens.   

36. There was clear evidence that the British and Irish governments were colluding with the EU to keep controversial stories out of the headlines during consideration of the Lisbon treaty. The article cited a leaked foreign office memo which referred to Margot Wallstrom managing the EU agenda so that no negative stories relating to Britain’s rebate and agricultural subsidies would coincide with crucial Commons votes. The memo was quoted at length in a Daily Telegraph blog.      

April 16

37. Tim Montgomerie  of the ConservativeHome blog, had given in Washington the inaugural Thomas Jefferson lecture organised by the Freedom Association, and had explored the reasons for anti-Americanism in the EU. 

38. The French government was revising downwards the targets contained in the Lisbon Agenda of 2000, in which the EU was pledged to become the world’s most dynamic and competitive knowledge economy by 2010.  The blog noted that it was now accepted that it was the goal simply to ‘stay in the race’ for international prosperity and influence in a world ‘dominated by an American-Asian duopoly’.  

April 17

39. The European Union had called President Bush’s plans for tackling global warming ‘disappointing’ and ‘Neanderthal’.   

April 18

40. Russia was ignoring the EU by opening negotiations with Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

April 19

41. The BBC was continuing to follow the political class’s agenda of trying futilely to reform the EU. 

April 20 

42. The EU, thanks to pressure from the IPCC, was leading the world’s politicians in pressing to spend ‘untold trillions’ on measures to mitigate the claimed effects of man-made global warming at a time when the evidence was mounting that the problem may not exist at all.   The column, noting that Christopher Booker had written an item on the topic for the Sunday telegraph, said that a paper entitled Nature Not Human Activity Rules the Climate, on the theme had also been published by the distinguished US scientist Dr Fred Singer. The blog said that the paper pointed out that most of the IPCC’s claims were wrong, and especially the reliance on computer modelling.  

43. Germany’s agriculture minister had joined his counterpart from France in calling for a reverse of CAP reforms to boost agricultural production. The report said that he had also called for 9.4m acres of land to be brought back into production. It added: 

As before, though, we seem to have a problem in EU ministers believing their own propaganda, labouring under the false impression that CAP subsidies were designed to promote production, rather than manage the effects of over-production arising from national subsidies and the world-wide boost in agricultural productivity that occurred after World War II.
In short, not only is the CAP focused on the wrong things, the "reforms" fail in any way to address the market distortions that have been built into the system as a result of decades of state support. Since these have a greater drag on production capabilities, reversing these "reforms" and throwing more (or even the same amount of) money at agriculture is likely to have little immediate (or any) effect on production.
April 21     

44. An EU directive was forcing Manchester based industrial cleaning company QuatChem to go through costly and unnecessary safety checks in order to continue selling  one of its main cleaning products, to the extent that it could go bankrupt. It stated: 

A perverse feature of the directive – in common with much EU legislation – is that the cost of compliance is the same for all firms, irrespective of the size or turnover of the company. And, although QuatChem's nearest competitor has a turnover 60,000 times greater than its own, it is still having to find a roughly equivalent sum on registration. So far, it has spent £100,000 and is facing a potential total bill of between £4.3m and £6.5m by the 2010 deadline.

45. The Times had reported that the British government was planning to lower the drink driving limit without reference to that the drive for change in this area was due to an EU initiative promulgated in 2003 which was aimed at harmonising laws throughout the EU, including the ending of an automatic  driving ban. The blog said that it was inevitable that the new rules would be accepted.   

46. The Scottish Parliament had turned down plans for the biggest wind farm in Europe on the Isle of Lewis, despite wind farms being a central element of the EU’s renewable energy strategy. The blog noted that the development, despite this, would have been against EU law, because the proposed site was an area of special protection under EU Bird and Habitat directives.  It was noted that there was increasing nervousness that Scotland would soon not have enough power-generating capacity to meet demand. 

April 22

47. Genetically modified crops were an example of how crucial issues had been taken away from the British government by Brussels, and the EU commission was now trying to force the UK and other countries to permit the import of GM maize strains. It was also noted that there was division among EU ranks about the way forward and decisions had been delayed until May 7.

48. Businessman and Conservative party donor Stuart Wheeler was asking for a judicial review of the decision by the government to ratify the Lisbon treaty without a referendum.

49. The Conservative MP Bob Spink had decided to resign the Tory whip and was joining UKIP. 

April 23

50. Hopes by the Taxpayers’ Alliance that it could exert pressure on the government to reduce VAT on flood repairs to 5% were futile because under the EU’s directives on VAT 17.5% was the minimum rate that could be charged. The article noted that before agreement could be reached on the matter, the UK would have to win the support of all 26 other member states.  It noted that Gordon Brown as chancellor, when trying to reduce the cost of VAT on church repairs, had introduced a refund scheme rather than trying to change EU rules. 

51. The new EU directive on the sustainable use of pesticides would have a devastating effect on food shortages, a group of scientists had warned.  The article said that Reuters had reported that the group felt that the planned reduction of licensed pesticides in the EU would make production of crops such as grapes, wheat and vegetables uncompetitive. It was noted that the EU commission now planned to reduce the number of pesticides from the current level of 250 (already vastly down since 1991) to about 25. 

April 24

52. Several EU countries had taken decisions to continue with coal fired power stations, despite the pressure from the EU to reduce greenhouse gases. 

53. OLAF, the EU anti-fraud unit, was investigating a claim in Italy for the growing of 900,000 tons of non-existent tobacco. The item asked why the EU was subsidising tobacco growing in the first place, let alone that there should be a fraudulent claim for subsidies.   

April 25

54. Greece was resorting to using EU subsidies as a bribe in order to exert continuing pressure for Macedonia to change its name. 

55. The EU had unveiled plans to generate more coverage of its affairs by encouraging media groups to take part in European audiovisual networks, and had proposed a network of TV stations to complement the network of radio stations launched on April 1. The commission would also increase the amount of raw audiovisual material it made available to explain EU policies. 
56. The Euro had suffered its sharpest drop in value for four years following a ‘blizzard’ of bad news about the economies of Germany, France, Spain and Belgium.  The blog noted that there were predictions that the EU could soon be hit by the twin effects of a collapse in export volumes and a slow-motion credit squeeze. 

57. Finland and Estonia had called for a common EU foreign policy towards Russia, underlining the difficulties that were involved in generating such an approach. 

58. Britain was facing a shortage of the specialist ships needed to transport the biofuels that were need to meet the EU’s targets set for the UK. The item noted that 400 vessels would be needed, but shipping companies would not willing to invest in them until there was a clear commitment to meeting the target.   The blog said that the source of the concern was Lloyd’s Register, and commented that the problem was similar to that affecting MRI scanners. 

April 26

59. The EU’s case for biofuels seemed to rely on back-of-an-envelope calculations, the accounting for which had more to do with Enron than anything that might be considered worthy of a government. Richard North argued that this could be the worst policy blunder ever made by the EU, given the effect of the 10% quota. 

60. Holland had softened its opposition to Serbia joining the EU, and the Serbian foreign secretary had been on a ‘charm offensive’ to try and persuade diplomats and journalists of the strength of his country’s case.   The blog noted that a number of interviews had been cancelled after BBC2 Newsnight decided to carry an item about Serbia. 

61. The publication Eurofacts had pointed out that debate continued over the proportion of  laws affecting the UK passed by the EU. The blog noted that this was a topic that was hotly debated, with some sources claiming that it was only 10%, others as high as 80%. The article noted that whatever the truth, in 2006, the European Commission produced 76 directives, 1,795 regulations and 781 decisions, while European council dealt with 101 directives, 238 regulations and 264 decisions, most of yet were to be implemented in the UK. 

April 27

62. Christopher Booker had drawn attention to the Quatchem chemical story, which was in the mould of stories about the problems of Brussels which few were interested in writing any more. The blog noted that the MD of Quatchem was not being helped by an MP or MEP of any party. It added that the problem with the directive was that once a chemical got on to the approved list – at vast expense – anyone could lift the formulation and manufacture it themselves. 

63. Nearly two years late, the EU’s second test satellite that was part of the Galileo satellite navigation project, had been launched. It was noted that the EU still claimed that Galileo would out perform its US equivalent, despite recent upgrades of the latter, and despite a lack of commercial partners in the EU scheme. The blog said the cost of Galileo would far exceed the current estimate of 3.4bn euros 

64. EU based biodiesel oil manufacturers had filed a complaint  to the European Commission about alleged dumping in the European market by their US counterparts. The blog noted that at the heart of the complaint was a US law which allowed makers there to claim subsidies of 200 euros per ton. It added that the same fuel could also qualify for European blending subsidy schemes, allowing the manufacturers to undercut those in the EU by up to 30%.  It was also noted that EU-based biodiesel companies appeared to be making big losses.       

April 28   

65. A poll conducted by Ireland’s referendum commission had found that 62% did not understand the treaty at all, with only 5% saying they did. The article added that another poll conducted for Sunday Business Post had found that support for a yes vote had fallen from 43% in February to 35%, with the ‘no’ vote rising from 24% to 31%.  It said that background issues included protest by farmers about beef imports. It was stated that the ‘no’ campaign was being led by Sinn Fein. 

66. Europe as a subject for a debate had gone back to pre-referendum levels of obscurity, with the British media leading the way in its apathy. The blog said that as result the EU, led by France and Germany, was preparing another ‘land grab’ in the form of a revised EU budget for beyond 2013.  The blog stated: 

These two countries, performing their classic roles as the "motor of European integration" are already manoeuvring for position in the forthcoming negotiations over the EU budget, the British rebate and the next steps (not) in CAP "reform" – held over until the constitutional Lisbon treaty ratification is in the bag. 

Make no mistake, these issues will determine for the next decade or more the continuation of what is still one of the EU's main (and most expensive) policy areas, the CAP. And, since the agricultural policy dominates the EU budget, the resolution will also decide, amongst other things, who gets the lion's share of EU funds (France) and who pays the bills (the UK).
67. The blog also noted that Michael Mann, spokesman for the EU agriculture office had claimed that there was no connection between EU agricultural subsidies and the rise in food prices in developing countries. It said that Michel Barnier, the French foreign had strengthened his support of the CAP: 

Barnier rails against "critics of the CAP" who are prepared to use surging food prices and threats of shortages to seek freer trade in agriculture, and then declares that the developing world should draw inspiration from Europe and form self-sufficient regional agricultural blocs funded with a redirection of development aid.

"I think [the CAP] is a good model," he says. "It is a policy that allows us to produce to feed ourselves. We pool our resources to support production. West Africa, East Africa, Latin America and the southern shore of the Mediterranean all need regional common agricultural policies."

He then tells us that "he would not allow" (note the "he") Europe's system of subsidies and barriers to trade to take the blame for "disorder" surrounding the commodities spike in prices and associated unrest in some countries.

"What we are now witnessing in the world is the consequence of too much free-market liberalism," he pronounces. "We can't leave feeding people to the mercy of the market. We need a public policy, a means of intervention and stabilisation
The blog concluded: 

Thus, we find that the EU is promoting a policy designed to deal with agricultural surpluses as the primary tool for dealing with expected food shortages. This is akin to turning on a fire hose to deal with a flooded cellar or, if you prefer, dousing a fire with petrol in order to put it out.

This cannot work – it will not work. It is the wrong tool for the job. At best, it will have no effect (but cost us a great deal of money). At worst, it makes things inestimably worse. (I will publish an analysis of the mechanics, when I can get to it, but things are crowding in at the moment.)  

68. Foreign office minister Lord Malloch-Brown had replied to questions from Lord Pearson of Rannoch and Lord Tebbit about the EU flag, and had stated that it had no legal status either in UK or EU law. 

April 29 

69. The European commission had reached agreement with Australia which allowed European airlines to fly between any EU member state and Australia, effectively meaning that national airlines no longer existed as far as the EU was concerned. The blog noted that th agreement specifically stated: 

The commission also tells us: "The agreement recognises that airlines in the EU are not any longer national airlines but Community airlines".

70. Agriculture, food supplies and ‘climate change’ had dropped out of British politics because they were now mainly an EU ‘competence’. 
April 30

71. Serbia had signed a ‘stabilisation’ agreement with the EU, putting it on the road to EU membership. The blog said that this was despite Serbia’s problematical record on human rights because the EU was only capable of seeing countries in terms of ‘joining or not joining’:

The only common foreign policy the EU can agree on with regards to neighbours (the most important aspect of one's foreign policy) is that of an amoeba: endlessly changing shape.

Meanwhile, the aspirant countries see possible membership as a kind of an El Dorado or Shangri-La – it will sort out their problems and give them lots of money to develop economically. Sadly, the reality is very different and the Serbs (and the Croats, the Bosnians, the Albanians) will find out, if, indeed, the EU lasts long enough for them to become members of it.    

APPENDIX B 

Open Europe April press summary

Lords start debate on treaty and referendum; Lib Dems to change position again and vote against a referendum?

01 April 2008

 

 

The Lisbon Treaty bill has its first reading in the Lords today.  The Liberal Democrats hold the balance of power, and have said that they will announce what they plan to do today.  There is speculation that Nick Clegg will allow his peers to vote against a referendum, rather than do what he did in the Commons and impose a three line whip to abstain.  This would kill off the chances of a referendum.

 

Comment:  Allowing Peers to vote against a referendum would raise further questions for Nick Clegg.  Why are the Lib Dems doing something different in the Lords to the Commons?  If Commons frontbenchers had to resign to vote for a referendum, shouldn’t Lords frontbenchers also have to resign to vote against a referendum? And of course the wider question is – shouldn’t a grown-up party be able to control its own people in the Lords? Apparently there is already a row going on about it with the pro-referendum MPs pressing Clegg to make Peers do the same thing in the Lords as the Commons…

 

Peter Riddell: Ministers should accept peers’ amendments to the Lisbon Treaty 
In the Times, Peter Riddell argues that “The Lisbon treaty should be amended to safeguard the rights of the Westminster Parliament. This is as much a pro-European as a sceptic point.” Looking at the amendments proposed by the Lords Constitution Committee, he notes “Passerelles, or bridges, in the treaties allow heads of government to agree changes without formal revision of the treaties. This will still involve votes in Parliament, but the Lords committee wants the Bill to be strengthened, by requiring written statements on, and sufficient time to consider, any treaty changes under the passerelle provisions. The peers also recommend an amendment to require the Government to obtain approval from Parliament before using opt-ins or opt-outs in areas such as security and justice… the amendments urged by the peers could provide additional reassurance and should be accepted by ministers.” 

 

In a separate piece in the Times, former European Commissioner Lord Brittan argues that the Lisbon Treaty does not involve any transfer of sovereignty and that he remains “in principle opposed to referendums, as they are incompatible with representative parliamentary government, the true hallmark of the British constitutional system. It is simply not true to say that referendums have become an unavoidable part of our constitution.”

Times Riddell Times Brittan
 

French Government plans “irreversible progress” on EU defence, beginning this year
French Europe Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet is interviewed in Le Monde. Asked about progress on EU defence, he says: “We will try to ensure that there is irreversible progress under our Presidency.  We have three objectives: to develop a bigger European capacity for deployment and planning… secondly, to accelerate efforts towards standardisation of military equipment; thirdly, to strengthen the internal market in arms and technology transfers.  At the end, we will have to take on the budget problem.  There cannot be solidarity in security policy without an examination of budgetary solidarity.”

 

On the role of EU President, he says, “We need a character who has an awareness of European solidarity, who has sufficient authority to shed light on the work of the European Council but who knows when to take a back seat if necessary so that consensus can be found in the Council. Jacques Delors was very good at doing that.  We need to find someone who fits this profile by December. The majority of our partners do not want a representative of a country which has the most exemptions.  Tony Blair has a lot of charisma, but there doesn’t seem to be a consensus emerging in his favour.”

 

Asked whether he is in favour of Javier Solana for EU Foreign Minister, he says: “It has not been ruled out.  But on all these appointments, we mustn’t underestimate the expectations of our citizens.  With the Lisbon Treaty, they figure we are entering a new era and that it must be embodied by new personalities.  It would be dangerous if in Europe we underestimate this aspiration for renewal.”

Le Monde 

 

France and Britain poles apart on key EU issues, says Open Europe 
Neil O’Brien of Open Europe has a letter in the Telegraph questioning the assertion of Roland Rudd and Sir Stephen Wall of Business for New Europe that the British and French governments share the same view of the EU. Neil writes: “The recurring illusion that other leaders have exactly the same vision of Europe as we do - when they clearly do not - has hampered Britain in Europe for years.” He points to differences of opinion between the UK and France on key issues including the future of EU farm subsidies, the proposed Agency Workers Directive, the UK opt-out from the 48 hour working week and EU defence policy. 

Telegraph
 
Michael Connarty: EU Scrutiny Committee still has reservations on Treaty
At a meeting of the Fabian Society in the House of Commons last night, Labour MPs Michael Connarty, who is Chairman of the EU Scrutiny Committee, and Gisela Stuart debated whether or not there should be a referendum on the EU Lisbon Treaty.  Michael Connarty said he was against a referendum in principle, despite conceding that “It’s not that much different from the Treaty for a Constitution”.  He also said he had three outstanding reservations about the Treaty, which the Committee will be investigating – on the opt-ins on Justice and Home Affairs, on the yellow card system and on the passerelle clause.  He said he wanted Parliament to have a role in deciding whether or not the UK should opt in to future JHA initiatives which will be decided on by QMV.  He said: “We want the Government to have a procedure that puts that in the hand of the Parliament, because that is what parliamentary democracy is about – it is not left to a deal in the Council, but it is left to a debate that will go to the floor of the House.  People will say the Government will whip it in or won’t whip it in – if it’s not right you can argue against it, and I think, if it’s really bad, you can get 30 members of the other side to vote… and turn it over.” 

 

Connarty said he wanted clarification about the role of the Parliament if the passerelle clause is used.  He pointed out that it is a one-way “gangplank”, saying: “the reality of the passerelle is that you are walking the plank – you walk along, you fall off the end, and you can’t back up”, and said there was “no chance” of a move to QMV from unanimity being reversed once it is decided.  Connarty also said “I didn’t put it [the referendum promise] in my manifesto, just as Ken Clarke didn’t put it in his, because we both disagree with the concept of a referendum.”

 

Labour MP Gisela Stuart pointed out that there is “no evidence of the Commission ever having withdrawn anything” on the basis of subsidiarity, with one exception.  She said she had despaired at having been the only Labour backbencher to have voted in favour of the Conservative amendment for there to be primary legislation for moves to QMV during the debate in the House on the passerelle clause.  She said she fears the EU project will collapse if it does not have democratic legitimacy, and warned: “If the Treaty of Lisbon is ratified and implemented, and devolution to Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland continues apace, in fifteen to twenty years time, this House of Commons will have only two functions – one will be to raise taxes, and the other will be to authorise war.”

 

She also warned that “If the EU Health Directive as it stands goes through in ten years time we won’t be able to run the NHS.”  She criticised the fact that “things happen by stealth” so often in the European Union, saying: “My fundamental misgiving of the Lisbon Treaty is that in terms of checks and balances, it has completed the tool box, with the exception of defence and taxation, so that if the EU wishes to do something in any member state, it can use one tool or another, whether it’s legislation, or whether it’s court cases, you name it – it can now do it.  Because it is either shared competence, or it is by co-decision, it can always do it now.”  She said: “We are making fewer and fewer decisions that matter… I can’t tell my constituents where the buck stops.”

No link

 

EU biofuels lobbyists demand greater protection from US imports
The front page of the Guardian reports that biofuel lobbyists will push for heightened protectionism on imports of subsidised rival products from the US. The producers' body, the European Biodiesel Board, is expected to recommend that the European Commission initiate an anti-dumping action against Washington.

 

The article notes that on top of the subsidised regular US exports of biofuels to the EU, the European industry is also being undermined by a scam known as “splash and dash”, which involves shipping biodiesel from Europe to the US where a dash of fuel is added, allowing traders to claim 11p a litre of US subsidy for the entire cargo. It is then shipped back and sold below domestic prices, undercutting Europe's biofuel industry. Industry sources say that about 10% of imports from the US are accounted for by such splash and dash operations.

 

A separate article looks at the environmental impact of biofuels. It notes that industries involved in biofuel production and lobbyists have reacted with anger to recent criticism of the fuels from scientists and NGOs.

Guardian Guardian 2 Guardian leader
 

Open Europe’s Mats Persson appeared on Al Jazeera English discussing the extension of the Schengen area to include nine new member states. 
No link

 

Germany against future EU budget increases
EUobserver reports that Germany has signalled it will not accept future increases to the EU budget similar to those contained in the current financial seven-year period, which runs to 2013. As the biggest contributor to the EU’s coffers, Berlin also argues that EU farm subsidies should be strongly cut back in future, a message likely to ruffle feathers in France - the key beneficiary of agricultural support. Nicolas Sarkozy is due to present his vision of the future of European agriculture policy in a speech to the main French farm union today.

EUobserver
 

Brussels to push for development of offshore wind energy
EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs said yesterday that the EU intends to ensure more offshore wind energy by developing better connections with onshore electricity grids.  

EUobserver FT
 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) has ruled that the European Union (EU) flouted global trade rules in its ban on beef treated with growth hormones, noting that the EU's justification for its import ban was not backed up with scientific evidence.
BBC
 

Rasmussen denies he’s running for EU President 
Danish PM Anders Fogh Rasmussen has said in an interview with Bloomberg Television that he doesn’t see himself as a candidate for the job as EU President. He noted, “My political ambition is to fulfil my task as a prime minister of Denmark…I think it's premature to discuss a post that's not created yet.'' Meanwhile, Jyllands-Posten reports that Rasmussen has come under criticism at home for sending mixed signals on potential referendums on the country’s EU opt-outs, after telling German daily Die Welt that Denmark will inevitably have a referendum on the euro, without making any mention of the other opt-outs.  

Bloomberg Jyllands-Posten 

 

MEP Alexander Stubb has been appointed as Finland’s new Foreign Minister, following the resignation of Ilkka Kanerva, who has been surrounded by scandals. 
Svenska Dagbladet 

 

Internal strife expected at this week’s NATO summit 
The largest ever NATO meeting, taking place later this week in Bucharest, which was supposed to focus on increasing troop numbers in Afghanistan is now expected to be overshadowed by conflicting views of member states regarding the membership of Georgia and Ukraine. Western European countries, led by Germany, and including France, Italy, Spain, Belgium, Portugal, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands have vowed to block the membership of the two countries in defiance of the United States.  German Chancellor Angela Merkel is seen to be appeasing Russia, underlining Moscow’s “legitimate security concerns” according to EUobserver. 
EUobserver Telegraph IHT Times FT
 

Turkey's constitutional court has decided it can hear a case aimed at closing down the ruling AK Party.
BBC El Pais
 

Is the Eurozone heading for an inflation spiral?
Consumer prices in the 15 nations sharing the euro surged in March to the highest level since the bloc was formed in 1999, official data showed Monday, fuelling concerns of an "inflation spiral."

 

Meanwhile, German unions have negotiated an 8% pay rise over the next two years, raising further fears over greater inflationary pressure in Europe’s largest economy. “Such an increase in pay further complicates the ECB's task of conducting its monetary policy amid concerns about the economy and inflation,” Eckart Tuchtfeld, an analyst at Commerzbank AG in Frankfurt, wrote in a note to clients. With this pay accord “a cut in interest rates in the second quarter has become very unlikely.”

AFP Bloomberg DW Forbes El Pais
 
Emissions data for the EU Emissions Trading Scheme in 2007 will be released today, and is expected to reveal the predicted oversupply of carbon credits for the final year of phase one of the Scheme.
Guardian
 

The Sun has as its April fools story a report that Nicolas Sarkozy is to have “pioneering stretch surgery” combined with calcium injections in a bid to make him taller than his wife, Carla Bruni. A separate story reports that the EU has ruled that the UK must move to a metric time system, with 10 hour days and 100 units in an hour.
Sun Sun 2
 

 

UK

 

Lords’ committee: economic benefits of mass migration are “largely non-existent” 
A powerful group of peers released a report yesterday, rebuking claims of the economic benefits of migration, which has added 1.5 million people to the UK in the past decade, according to several news sources.  The Lords cross-party Economic Affairs Committee also called on the Government to cap immigration, arguing that new migrants were the “biggest winners” of current policy.  

 

However, Immigration Minister Liam Byrne said that the report confirmed the Government's assessment that migration had added £6bn to the economy in 2006, claiming "That's important in anyone's book."

Times Express Express2 Express-Green Express-leader FT BBC Guardian Wakeham  
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The Liberal Democrats in the House of Lords will reverse the party’s position of abstaining on a referendum in the Commons, and will now vote with the Government against a referendum.  A Lib Dem abstention on a referendum in the Upper House would have significantly boosted the chances of a referendum.

 

Lord McNally, Lib Dem leader in the Lords said, "We will not abstain on a referendum amendment in the Lords. The arithmetic in the Commons is different from the Lords.” He told reporters outside the Lords chamber that he would not even be moving an amendment on continued membership of the EU. He added: "We will vote with the Government against a referendum on the treaty."

 

Director of the I Want a Referendum campaign Neil O'Brien is quoted on PA: "The Liberal Democrats promised a referendum at the election, abstained in the Commons, and are now against a referendum in the Lords. The Lib Dems have behaved in a deeply hypocritical and dishonest way, saying one thing and doing another.”

 

"This is a humiliation for Nick Clegg. He has been unable to make his own peers follow his policy. This is very damaging for the Liberal Democrats' credibility. Nick Clegg is now being pushed around by his own party, rather than leading it. It makes him look like a very weak leader."

 

Baroness Shirley Williams, who is rumoured to have threatened defection to Labour if the Lib Dems backed a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty said of the promise of a referendum: "That commitment was embarrassing. I believe it was not in the interests of this country or in the interests of a good relationship with the rest of the EU."

 

Conservative leader in the Upper House, Lord Strathclyde, said outside the chamber: "David Heath and two others [all frontbench Lib Dem MPs] had to resign in order to honourably uphold their manifesto commitment to a referendum. Lords McNally, Shutt and Thomas of Gresford are shadow cabinet members too. Why is Mr Clegg not making them resign if they don't abstain?”

 

Labour former leader Lord Kinnock, an ex-EU Commissioner, who also spoke in the debate, said the Treaty "does not create a single new competence for the EU".

BBC EUobserver Spectator Telegraph 

 

Ahern to step down in May
Irish Taoisach Bertie Ahern has announced his resignation. The announcement comes a day after Mr Ahern began a court challenge to limit the work of a public inquiry probing planning corruption in the 1990s. Ahern insisted, “I have never received a corrupt payment and I've never done anything to dishonour any office that I've ever held."

 

Johnny Dymond has a piece on the BBC Today programme discussing the prospects for the referendum on the Lisbon Treaty in Ireland. 

BBC Today BBC
 

French NATO reintegration dependent on enhanced EU defence capacity
There is much coverage of the opening of the NATO summit in Bucharest today, at which one of the big issues will be France’s plans to rejoin the integrated military structure of the Alliance.  However, Le Monde notes, “If, during the French EU Presidency which begins on 1 July, Washington does not support a real military planning and operations centre in Brussels,  that will mean that Paris has no interest in retaking its full place within NATO as Sarkozy wants.” 

 

It also notes that as well as facing resisted by opposition parties, the plan is also opposed by Guy Tessier, the President of the National Assembly’s Defence Committee, who is from Sarkozy’s UMP party. Le Figaro reports that France will wait until April 2009 for NATO’s 60th anniversary before formally announcing its new rapprochement with the Alliance.

 

The Times notes that there are signs that earlier reports of 1,000 extra French troops in Afghanistan could already be unravelling, with Prime Minister François Fillon yesterday pledging “several hundred” extra troops to the mission.  The article reports on an acrimonious debate in the French Parliament yesterday, and notes that only 15 per cent of the public back the deployment.

 

The IHT reports that senior officials in the French Socialist opposition party have dubbed Afghanistan a "new Vietnam" and criticised what they called Sarkozy's "Atlantic obsession." According to the paper, Jouyet said the uproar illustrated that for Europe to reinforce its defence capacity, it was imperative to do so under a European banner. "If we want Europeans to back this, it needs a European identity," he said.

Le Figaro Le Monde Le Monde 2 Times IHT
 

The Guardian reports that David Miliband will today make “his most pro-European speech as foreign secretary”.
Guardian
 

Eurozone under strain as manufacturing sector divergence reaches eight year high
The WSJ reports that there is a growing divergence between healthy northern Eurozone economies and their southern counterparts. March figures from the Purchasing Managers Index show the manufacturing sector expanded in Germany, Austria and the Netherlands, but contracted in Italy, Spain and Ireland and showed weakness in France.

 

The results mark the most pronounced divergence among the 15 countries sharing the euro than at any time since the third quarter of 2000.

WSJ
 

Only 14 percent of MEPs have business experience
According to research carried out by the Industry and Parliament Trust, MEPs have much lower levels of business experience than members of the House of Commons. The report finds that only 14 per cent of MEPs have any business experience at all, only 9 percent have at least five years experience and just 5 percent have at least ten years experience. This compares to 28 percent, 21 percent and 13 percent respectively for Westminster MPs.    

FT
 

EU should allow us to emit more CO2 in compensation for nuclear phase-out, says Germany
German Finance Minister, Michael Glos, has said that Germany should be allowed to emit more carbon dioxide in compensation for phasing out its nuclear energy. Glos has written to his environment counterpart, Sigmar Gabriel, to say that Germany's planned nuclear phase-out must be taken into account when the EU is allocating CO2 permits to member states as part of its overall bid to lower greenhouse gas emissions from the bloc. Glos referred to the example of Sweden which at the end of the 1990s secured itself special treatment due to its nuclear phase-out. This meant that it was allowed to emit four percent more greenhouse gases between 1990 and 2012.

EUobserver FT
 

New Commissioner pledges to re-table controversial Health Directive in June 
EUobserver reports that new Cypriot Commissioner Androula Vassiliou – who still needs the approval of the European Parliament - has pledged to move forward with the proposed EU Health Directive, which would govern patients’ rights to receive medical treatment in another EU member state and the rules on who is responsible for covering the costs. "I am already working on the proposal, and I am determined to submit it for adoption by the Commission in June," Vassiliou said, adding that it will be presented along with the Commission's pending social package, "promoting access, opportunities and solidarity for all EU citizens." The original proposal sparked plenty of controversy. "It would create two classes of citizens; those who can access the health services and those who can't and that is unacceptable," UK Labour MEP Linda McAvan is quoted as saying. 

EUobserver
 

France appoints famous designer as “artistic director” for its EU Presidency
Bernard Kouchner wants the French EU Presidency to be “very creative” and has appointed well-known French designer Philippe Starck as “artistic director for the French EU Presidency.”  Starck says that, “Bernard Kouchner wants to mark a very, very vivid, very interesting, very creative French Presidency.” 

La Tribune de Geneve
 

Polish deputies approve EU Treaty
The Polish parliament has voted in favour of the Lisbon Treaty after weeks of argument. The opposition Law and Justice Party had threatened to vote against the treaty, fearing it could place limits on Polish sovereignty. President Lech Kaczynski also objected, putting forward an alternative bill before a compromise was reached. 

BBC AP El Pais
 

McCreevy calls for “early warning system” in EU’s banking sector
Commissioner Charlie McCreevy yesterday told MEPs that “an early warning system” for the banking sector in the EU is urgently needed. He proposed changes to the so-called Basel II rules on capital requirements. There is also a proposal for a “supervisory college”, bringing together supervisors from different countries, to monitor the largest financial institutions within the EU. 

FT
 

The European Commission has launched a formal investigation into the British government's bail-out plan for Newcastle-based Northern Rock.
BBC
 
World


 
Developing countries move to hoard food supplies
The front page of the FT reports that an increasing number of countries are seeking to lift tariffs and restrict exports – such as India and Vietnam with rice, and Ukraine with wheat – in response to the growing food shortage. Economists have warned that such moves could force up food prices – already high from the growing demand in emerging markets and increased production of bio fuels. 

FT
April 3

Lib Dem MPs "furious" over peers' revolt on Lisbon Treaty - "Those of us in marginal seats are being undermined"

03 April 2008

 In his Three Line Whip column in the Telegraph, Jonathan Isaby notes that "The news that Lord McNally and the Lib Dem peers will be opposing a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty has not gone down well amongst all the party's MPs - many of whom were very unhappy about abstaining when the Commons voted on the issue last month." He quotes a Lib Dem MP saying, "A lot of us are furious about this, not least because Tom McNally was at the meeting which made the decision about last month's vote. Those of us in marginal seats who had to make a significant compromise on this issue are now being undermined by people who won't ever face the electorate."

 In the Spectator, Dan Hannan argues that the "great strength of the old House of Lords was its independence", but that it now has evolved into a mere "extension of the party system." He says, "If you think I'm being unfair, watch how peers vote next month on the European constitution", calling the European Union (Amendment) bill a "text book example" of where the Upper House should ask the Lower to think again.

 He argues that the bill was "guillotined in the House of Commons, in defiance of the convention that constitutional Bills should never be subjected to time limitation orders....And there is no question that the public wants a referendum. Ten constituencies were allowed to vote in sample plebiscites organised by 'I Want a Referendum'. Eighty-eight per cent of voters in these seats, on a higher turnout than for local or European elections, voted in favour of a national poll". Hannan concludes that if the Lords simply go along with this "partisan calculation over principle...their legitimacy will evaporate". 

Telegraph 

 Ahern fell on his sword to help 'yes' vote on revised EU Constitution, say Irish Government insiders
The Guardian reports that the timing of Bertie Ahern's departure was largely influenced by the forthcoming referendum on the revised EU Constitution. The article notes that "Strategists within Fianna Fáil feared the vote would be exploited by opponents using it as a de facto referendum on the Taoiseach's leadership."  A senior Irish government official told the paper: "If we lost Lisbon because of Bertie's personal issues that would be a disaster for both Ireland and Europe, so this move was made in the national interest as well as that of Fianna Fáil". Il Sole 24 Hore also reports that "sources close to the premier feared that the scandal on alleged financial irregularities would transform the referendum into an opinion poll on his acts."

 Ahern said in a statement yesterday, "We face uncertain economic times and challenges and we are soon to cast our vote on the Lisbon Treaty. The vital interests of Ireland demand that the national dialogue of our political system address these fundamental issues and not be constantly deflected by the minutiae of my life, my lifestyle and my finances."

 Quentin Peel notes in the FT, "The fear that Mr Ahern's political problems might cause a voter backlash, and a No vote, may well have been the final straw that precipitated his early departure... [EU leaders will] be relieved that Mr Ahern's departure removes one of the question marks hanging over the Lisbon Treaty."  However, Le Figaro argues that Ahern's departure "could complicate" the Irish referendum.
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Miliband slapped down again?
Despite reports by the Guardian yesterday that David Miliband was due to make his "most pro-European speech as foreign secretary" at Mansion House, there are no reports of the speech in the media today, except a brief mention on the Islamic Republic News Agency.

IRNA
 
Sarkozy promises to be tough in protecting French agriculture - calls for higher tariffs
Le Figaro reports that in a speech to France's biggest farmers' union FNSEA yesterday, Nicolas Sarkozy said about the WTO negotiations, "I will firmly oppose any agreement which does not serve the interests of our country." He also indicated he had written to EU Commission President Jose Barroso to explain his position.  According to Le Monde, he called for a "radical reform" of the CAP, and a "new community preference".  He said, "We must reinforce controls at the EU's borders to ensure that agricultural and food imports are at the level of these products in Europe."  The President of FNSEA, Jean-Michel Lemétayer, said he found the speech "encouraging."  

 
Le Monde reports that French Agriculture Minister Michel Barnier's plans include "maintaining import tariff protection", and "favouring European produce". A senior Commission official is quoted saying, "The member states, whether liberal like the UK and Sweden or attached to the CAP like Germany, will not want to go too far, so as not to bind their hands before a deep reform between now and 2013."

Le Figaro  Le Monde
 
Commission to spend 7.2 million more euros on promoting EU 
EUobserver notes that the Commission yesterday presented "Debate Europe" - part of Commissioner Margot Wallstrom's "Plan D" - aimed at making the EU more popular and increasing the involvement of EU citizens. Among other things, the project will establish 'European public spaces', including regional and local exhibitions, debates, seminars and training sessions that involve EU officials and citizens.

The budget is 7.2 million euros. Svenska Dagbladet quotes Wallstrom as saying, "It may seem like a lot of money, but it's really expensive to pay for translations and travel expenses in cross-border projects like these." The article also notes that "at the press conference Wallstrom had difficulties giving examples on how the proposals from citizens' meetings had led to any concrete proposals from the EU Commission." 

EUobserver Telegraph Hannan SVD
 

NATO Summit: France commits 800 troops for Eastern Afghanistan;
Brown lines up with France and Germany against US plans for Georgia and Ukraine entry
Following a speech by President Bush at the NATO summit in Bucharest yesterday, in which he warned his European allies that defeat in Afghanistan greatly increased the prospects of renewed terrorist attacks on western soil, Le Figaro reports that France has this morning confirmed that it will send just over 800 additional troops to the East of Afghanistan. 

 The FT reports that in his speech yesterday President Bush signalled a softening of long-standing US resistance to stronger EU defence capabilities, suggesting for the first time this could help rather than weaken NATO.  He said: "Building a strong Nato alliance also requires a strong European defence capacity. So at this summit I will encourage our European partners to increase their defence investments to support both Nato and EU operations."  Le Figaro quotes an Elysée source saying, "For Nicolas Sarkozy, the priority is strengthening defence Europe.  Our simplified relationship with the Alliance should show certain Europeans, like the Poles, the Czechs and the British, that a relaunch of defence Europe is in no way meant to bring down NATO."

 Meanwhile, the Independent reports that Gordon Brown joined Germany and France in urging caution on the US support for the admission of Georgia and Ukraine to NATO.  He made it clear he supports the granting of NATO's membership action plan (MAP) to Georgia and Ukraine in principle, but he will not be pressing for it to be agreed at this summit. The Times reports that Mr Bush met the German Chancellor last night and an agreed formula was worked out. The two prospective members are expected to be told that they could still join NATO and that a more formal approach would be made at the next summit, due to be held next year.  The IHT reports "President George W. Bush threw the NATO summit meeting here off-script Wednesday by his firm public disagreement with Germany and France over how close a relationship the organization should have with aspirant members Ukraine and Georgia."  EUobserver reports that NATO leaders agreed to admit two Balkan countries - Croatia and Albania - to the organisation, but an unsolved dispute between Skopje and Athens has delayed Macedonia's invitation.

 NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer argues in article in the IHT and Le Figaro that NATO's commitment in Afghanistan is entering a new phase, while Yves Boyer and Marc de Fritsch of the French Society for Military Studies argue in Le Figaro that there is no incompatibility between the transatlantic link and the EU's security and defence policy.  In the Guardian Timothy Garton Ash compares George Bush Senior's foreign policy with that of his son's, concluding that "In short, the W in George W stands for weak."
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Le Figaro: if France rejoins NATO the consequences will be "more political than concrete"
In a piece on France's plans for NATO and European defence, Le Figaro notes that "The consequences of a return to the integrated military structure would be more political than concrete."  It notes that French officers rejoined NATO's operational cell SHAPE back in 2003, and that "This presence in SHAPE is symbolic because it shows that, in strictly military terms, France's return into the integrated military structure planned by Nicolas Sarkozy will not change things all that much.  Certainly, the French officers in SHAPE are 'in' and not 'integrated'.  And there are only around 15 of them out of a headquarters of 1,100 people.  But they are there, as they are in all of NATO's other headquarters.  And France participates actively in the Alliance's operations, which, unlike during the Cold War, are now essential for NATO.  If France regains 'its full place' in NATO, there will of course be concrete consequences.  France today has around 110 officers posted within the Atlantic Alliance, compared with 1,500 for the British or the Germans."  

 The paper notes that France wants the NATO machine, which has 22,000 staff for 66,000 soldiers in operation, to "go on a slimming course".  It notes that "At the highest level of NATO, France has also been absent from two committees since 1966: the Nuclear Planning Group and the Defence Planning Committee.  The first has relative importance, and it seems that France is refusing to rejoin it.  It is however keen to rejoin the second, which is more of a nerve centre.  This is where decisions on the integrated military structure are taken, which makes French participation pretty much obligatory if it is to move closer to NATO."  In terms of official positions, the article notes that Paris wants, at the least, the post of deputy Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe to be rotated between French and Germans.  The article concludes, "It is on a symbolic and political level that a new French movement towards NATO will have real consequences."

Le Figaro 

 

EU inquiry into the legality of Northern Rock state aid package underway
An in-depth inquiry into whether the Government's state aid package for stricken mortgage lender Nothern Rock breached EU law was formally opened on Wednesday by EU competition authorities in Brussels. The European Commission is seeking to ensure that the restructuring plan put forward for Northern Rock - which includes government guarantees on funding operations in the deposit and wholesale funding markets - does not give the bank an unfair competitive advantage over its business rivals.

FT
 
European gas companies push up prices in UK
The Guardian reports that European gas companies are pushing up prices in Britain by buying up supplies in summer but not selling back in winter, Centrica claimed yesterday. The comments come at a time of increasing consumer and government concerns over rising domestic energy bills in Britain. 

Guardian
 
Svenska Dagbladet reports that the ECJ has ruled in favour of free movement in the so-called Ruffert case, striking down on the German state Niedersachsen, which had required a Polish company to pay according to the regional collective agreement, rather than the national minimum wage. 
SVD
 
Greece under fire from Commission over refugee treatment
Greece is facing growing pressure over the way it treats asylum seekers that arrive on its territory. The European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) has urged all EU member states to immediately suspend transfers of applicants to the country under the Dublin II agreement which allows countries to transfer asylum seekers to the member state where they first registered their asylum application. "Greece is not a safe place for those in need of protection," Bjarte Vandvik, the head of the ECRE, claimed. In 2007, out of a total of 20,692 claims considered, only 140 asylum seekers were granted refugee status and 23 were granted humanitarian status. The Commission is expected to table proposals that would further harmonise the rules on how asylum seekers should be treated in all 27 member states later this year.

EUobserver
 
Incomplete emissions figures for sectors covered by the EU Emissions Trading Scheme for 2007 were released yesterday, but there is still disagreement amongst analysts as to whether emissions marginally decreased or increased, with different news sources contradicting one another.
WSJ Guardian Guardian Finch Independent BBC Carbon Positive Reuters
 
PA reports that Conservative MP Brian Binley has warned that pub landlords are at risk of falling foul of the EU's new Equal Treatment Directive, which could cost £10 million a year to enforce.  He said the Directive "places pub landlords in jeopardy if customers call their staff love or darling."
No link

 World

 Barry Eichengreen of Berkeley University and Marc Flandreau at Sciences Po have a comment piece in the FT arguing that reports of the impending demise of the dollar as the world reserve currency of choice have been greatly exaggerated.
FT Comment
 UK
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Clegg drops commitment to in-out referendum only weeks after taking a “principled stand”

04 April 2008

 During a question and answer session with members of the public on the Spectator Coffee House blog, Lib Dem party leader Nick Clegg refused to give an answer to the question whether an in-out referendum would be in the Lib Dem General Election manifesto. Only a few weeks ago Clegg ordered Lib Dem MPs to abstain on a Lisbon Treaty referendum and push instead for an in/out referendum. Clegg also said that if the Lisbon Treaty was voted down in a referendum the EU “would simply carry on as before.”

Spectator
 

Ahern resignation for the sake of the EU
Commenting on yesterday’s resignation of Irish Taoiseach Bertie Ahern, Dan Hannan on his Telegraph blog argues that “had Bertie stuck around, the plebiscite might have become a referendum on what the Irish call ‘gombeenism’ (very roughly, ‘sleaze’). And the last thing Eurocrats want, what with their accounts not having been audited for 13 years, is a vote about corruption.” Hannan adds “So now, instead of the referendum being a chance to vote ‘No’ to a discredited leader, it’ll be held in the middle of the honeymoon of his successor – almost certainly the Euro-fanatical Brian Cowen.” The FT also reports that the threat of an anti-government “No” vote in the referendum is being seen as one factor behind Ahern’s decision to go. The paper notes that the date of the country’s referendum on the Lisbon Treaty has been officially confirmed as June 12.

Telegraph Hannan Independent FT
 
Britain faces energy crunch as a result of EU directive
The Economist has an article on the forthcoming squeeze on energy supplies in the UK. It notes that ageing nuclear power stations in Britain dating back to the 1950s need to be closed soon, whilst many coal plants will also have to close to comply with the EU’s Large Combustion-Plant Directive, which requires operators to scrub sulphur dioxide and oxides of nitrogen more efficiently from power-station chimneys. However, “the kit is expensive and some may simply close rather than install it. The rules, which came into force on January 1st, allow non-complying stations to run for 20,000 hours or until 2015, whichever comes first. And those hours are being used up already, as the high price of natural gas makes burning cheaper coal attractive now.” It describes these two factors as a “double whammy” that risks pushing the UK towards energy shortages.

 A report prepared for the Government estimates, under gloomy assumptions, a 70% chance of at least one blackout in 2012 even with new capacity. Another, from Inenco, an energy-analysis firm, predicts tight supplies from 2015, with capacity falling behind demand in the worst case. 

 The article notes that renewable energy may help, but capacity remains low despite ambitious EU targets – “And it is hard to use intermittent energy sources such as wind to guarantee that the lights will stay on.”

Economist Express
 
ECJ judgement causes angry reactions on the Left – 
Unite says “industrial unrest” could threaten delivery of London Olympics site
The ECJ’s ruling in the so-called Ruffert case has triggered angry reactions among left-leaning politicians and organisations across Europe.  The Court struck down a law in the German state of Lower Saxony, which states that public contracts can only be awarded to companies which pay their employees the minimum wage as agreed in a regional collective agreement. The law also encompasses sub-contractors. The case was brought before the ECJ because a Polish company had paid according to the national minimum wage, which amounted to 46.5% of the wage prescribed by Lower Saxony. The ECJ ruled that the law imposed restrictions on free movement. 

 The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) called the ruling "another destructive judgement” and called on the EU to confirm that it “is not just an economic project.”

 PA reports that Derek Simpson, joint leader of British trade union Unite, called the judgement “by far the most damaging” of a series of ECJ rulings seemingly undermining the unions.  He said, "This decision effectively means that foreign companies working here in the UK, or in any other European country, can flout domestic laws and collective agreements with regard to pay. This is a recipe for disaster and, if applied in the UK, will cause massive industrial unrest and threaten the delivery of major infrastructure projects including the Olympics site.”

 The case appears to confirm the recent ruling in the similar Laval case, which ruled against a Swedish union that tried to hold a Latvian construction company to a voluntary collective agreement, and pursued a blockade to that end. 

Europa-Nytt Earth Times EUobserver
Question marks over French combat role in Afghanistan; UK may have to commit more troops
France yesterday announced it would be sending up to 1,000 additional combat troops to Afghanistan before the end of the year. They will deploy in the relatively stable east of the country, allowing US Marines to move to the turbulent south where British forces are based. According to the Telegraph, British military insiders said that France and other European nations are still insisting upon "caveats" - conditions as to where their forces can be deployed and in what operations they can take part. "There has been no substantial progress on the caveats yet, which is unfortunate," a senior British military source told the paper, adding that such conditions only add to the burden on Britain. The article also reports that Britain is considering sending even more troops to Afghanistan, taking UK numbers there to over 8,000. Con Couglin notes in the Telegraph that “While one can only marvel at the cheek of a country that wants to take charge of a war while suffering none of the consequences, the commitment of an extra 1,000 French troops is hardly going to effect a dramatic change in the course of the military campaign in Nato's favour.”

 The Economist summarised the deal that was made: “Sarkozy has spelled out his wish to rebuild France's tie to NATO (it is already a big contributor of both troops and money), but only on condition that America drops its objections to a separate European defence project.” 

 The US also managed to secure NATO endorsement of its missile defense plans, despite Russian objections, and in an agreement with the Czech Republic, announced on Thursday, to build a radar for the system. 
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Economist: “fundamental differences” remain between UK and French vision of the EU
The Charlemagne page of the Economist dismisses that idea of a British-French axis replacing that of Paris-Berlin as the motor of the EU: “Except for the special case of defence, where Britain and France are the only two European countries with serious global aspirations, it is hard to imagine anything working without Germany, the biggest EU member, the main paymaster and the hinge between western and eastern Europe.”

 It argues that “fundamental differences” remain between the UK and France on a number of key issues: “In London Mr Sarkozy talked up reform of the common agricultural policy, for example, but when it comes to detailed discussion of EU farm subsidies or Britain's budget rebate, the British and French are likely to be at loggerheads. It is a similar story when it comes to industrial policy, economic nationalism and energy deregulation.”

Economist
 

Sarkozy urges Barroso to be “vigilant” in WTO negotiations
In a letter to Commission President Jose Barroso about the WTO negotiations, Nicolas Sarkozy “calls on the European Commission to be vigilant and urges it to work to rebalance the negotiation”, complaining that “the conditions of a balanced agreement for the EU do not seem to have been met at the moment.  The imbalance in reciprocal concessions, to the detriment of the EU, is very worrying”.  He says: “I am sure I can count on your personal vigilance in these negotiations, the result of which will be a test of the capacity of the EU to assert itself in the world as a global actor and to firmly defend its interests.”

Letter
 

German government turns against biofuels
Germany has become the latest EU country to step back from biofuel targets. Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel had originally planned to introduce a requirement that gasoline sold in Germany contain 10 percent ethanol, but now the regulation is being abandoned. Criticism of biofuels so far has focussed on the environmental and social implications of the controversial fuel source. But estimates were released last week exposing serious technical obstacles: well over a million vehicles on German roads would be unable to run on gasoline containing a higher mixture of bioethanol.

 FT Deutschland argues: “What the federal government and special interest groups once thought was a win-win strategy, hasn't done so well in the court of public opinion recently…Voters get angry when they are asked to bear the brunt of additional costs." The Süddeutsche Zeitung says, "Now is the time to rethink an absolute commitment to biofuels. Research might yet show that climate protection can be achieved more cheaply and more effectively by using biomass in other ways: by developing engines powered by methane, and power plants that burn agricultural waste of all kinds."

Reuters Spiegel DW
 EU levy on artists threatens the UK’s art market, new report says
The FT notes that a new report by the Intellectual Property Office has warned of “potential catastrophe” for the UK’s flourishing art markets, should the EU’s levy on artists, known as droit de suite, be extended to Britain. In most countries, the levy takes the form of a sliding-scale tax of up to 4 per cent on all sales of art works made by artists who have died in the last 70 years, but the UK has been granted an exemption until 2010. 

 Anthony Browne, Chairman of the British Art Market Federation, said the extension of the levy could cause “a damaging erosion of trade to competing markets that are unencumbered by this system”. It is noted that the report’s fears are backed up by a report on the French art market by the French Ministry of Culture, which calls for the levy in France to be restricted to living artists’ work, as it is currently in the UK.

FT
 Le Monde: EU officials and politicians leaving office early are good for promoting the EU at home
A comment piece in Le Monde looks at the not uncommon practice of EU politicians and officials in Brussels leaving their jobs to take up national office.  EU Justice Commissioner Franco Frattini is the latest to have left Brussels to campaign in the Italian elections taking place on 13 and 14 April – having left his ministerial job in 2004 to become EU Commissioner.  He is hoping to become a minister if Silvio Berlusconi wins. The piece argues that “This coming and going between European and national office is rather positive.  Once back in their country of origin, the ‘Bruxellois’ are well placed to promote the European idea… The direct experience of European affairs can be an asset at national level.”  The piece lists a number of MEPs, Commissioners and EU civil servants who have become ministers and heads of state, including the current French Europe Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet, who used to be head of Jacques Delors’ cabinet.

Le Monde
 

Harris poll: Europeans sceptical about an EU President 
The IHT looks at a recent Harris poll on perceptions of European leadership. In the five European countries polled (France, Germany, Spain, Britain and Italy) Germany was named as the current leader in Europe.  However the poll found that 63% of Americans think that Britain is the current leader in Europe, while the British and Italians placed Britain just behind Germany.  Asked who is the most influential personality, Angela Merkel was well ahead of Nicolas Sarkozy, including in France, where 38% of those polled named Merkel against 18% for Sarkozy.  Asked who they would choose to become President of Europe, Angela Merkel won the most votes, with only the British and Americans choosing Tony Blair.  The French said their first choice would be Jacques Delors.

 

The IHT also reports that the poll showed “widespread opposition” to the concept of a European President - as set out in the Lisbon Treaty – and even more opposition to merging the presidency of the Council with that of the Commission. 46 percent of Britons opposed the idea of a European President. 

 

Meanwhile, according to Le Monde, Belgian Foreign Minister Karel De Gucht has become the latest European leader to reject the idea of Tony Blair as future EU President, on the grounds that the UK has opt-outs from the euro and Schengen etc.

IHT AFP
 

EU to strengthen financial supervision
The FT reports that European finance ministries, central banks and financial supervisory authorities are set to co-operate more closely to avert cross-border financial crises under an agreement to be adopted on Friday.  The accord, which will take effect on July 1, is thought to be the EU’s most important effort to address the implications of market turmoil for financial institutions with extensive cross-border operations.

FT
 EU court annuls PKK terror ruling 
A ruling to blacklist Kurdish rebel group the PKK as a terrorist organisation and freeze its assets has been overturned by the European Court of First Instance. The Court says that the ban was illegal because the EU had failed to tell the PKK in advance of the decision, as it was required to do. 

BBC EUobserver
 The Economist has backed Walter Veltronni over Silvio Berlusconi.
Economist
April 7

EU Emissions Trading Scheme handing £60bn windfall profits to energy firms “for doing nothing”

07 April 2008

Power companies stand to gain windfall profits of billions of pounds from Europe's Emissions Trading Scheme, a new report from Point Carbon commissioned by WWF argues. Because permits to pollute under the ETS have largely been given away free, energy firms are simply being handed profits on a plate, according to the report. The report estimates that potential windfall profits in the power sectors of the UK, Germany, Spain, Italy and Poland in the current phase of the ETS, running until 2012 at £60 billion. In the UK's case, the report estimates the possible "windfall" profit margin at between £4.7 and £11.8 billion.

 Sanjeev Kumar, WWF Emissions Trading Scheme Co-ordinator said, "Handing free pollution permits to power companies is like handing them a cash bonus as, in the lack of international competition, they pass on the value of the permits to their customers. Cheap profits for doing nothing is scandalous." 

 The Independent on Sunday reported that the Government has caved in to backbench pressure to force all quoted companies to detail carbon emissions in their annual reports. Alan Duncan, Conservative spokesman for business, enterprise and regulatory reform, argued: "The idea of carbon reporting sounds a good idea but we don't currently have a standard auditing process for carbon. So until such a mechanism is established, it's impossible to expect businesses to comply – particularly smaller businesses that are already overwhelmed by heaps of red tape."

Independent on Sunday EUobserver WWF Guardian 

 

Dishonesty on the Lisbon Treaty
On the Spectator website I Want a Referendum's Paul Stephenson and Lorraine Mullally look at the Government's dishonesty in trying to claim that the Lisbon Treaty is different to the old EU Constitution.  

Spectator
 

MEPs in call for special benefits rights for itinerant EU artists 
The EU Culture Commissioner Jan Figel has lent support to a proposal from MEPs to grant working artists in Europe a special social status enabling them to travel and practise their art throughout the Union without missing out on social rights.  The MEPs argue that the special nature of the art business should give artists special rights to claim pensions or unemployment benefits across the EU.  The suggestion came to light last week during a debate on the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue.

EUobserver
 Booker on EU Treaty’s “12 hours of farce” in Lords 
In the Sunday Telegraph, Christopher Booker looked at the “12 hours of farce” which was the House of Lords debate on the EU Treaty last week, noting the “happy coincidence” and “sublime irony” that on the same day the EU Communications Commissioner Margot Wallstrom announced a plan to spend millions of euros on Pan-European Citizens’ Consultation Projects to enable us to become “ever more closely involved” in debating the EU’s future.  He wrote: “The people of Europe cannot be allowed referendums on the treaty - which show that two-thirds of them want. But once the Not-the-Constitution is in place, they may engage in "democracy, dialogue and debate'" with the EU's political class - on terms dictated by the likes of Ms Wallstrom and her colleagues.”  He noted that in the Lords, “Conspicuous among the treaty's supporters were an array of former EU office-holders, including five former commissioners. None of those five observed the rule that they should declare an interest, though they enjoy hefty Brussels pensions (in the case of Lord Kinnock, £175,000 a year).”

Sunday Telegraph
 
Food prices surge as UN head calls for rethink on biofuels
There is widespread coverage of soaring world food prices, with blame for the trend being levelled against biofuel targets – which are backed by both the US and the EU. 

 The front page of Saturday’s FT reported that rice prices have risen 50% in two weeks, and went up 10% on Friday alone.  It noted that there are fears of social unrest in the developing world. According to the Telegraph, the World Bank said last week that the price of staple foods has risen by 80% in the past three years.

 The Guardian reported on Saturday that violent protests against the cost of living hit the Ivory Coast this week, whilst in Bangladesh, where families spend up to 70% of income on food, more than 50,000 households are getting emergency food following the rice price rises. The paper reported that the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, has called for a comprehensive review of the policy on biofuels: "We need to be concerned about the possibility of taking land or replacing arable land because of these biofuels".  Lester Brown, Director of the Earth Policy Institute in Washington, said that land turned to biofuels in the US alone in the last two years would have fed nearly 250 million people with average grain needs. "This year 18% of all US grain production will go to biofuels. In the last two years the US has diverted 60m tonnes of food to fuel.”

 

The Observer reported that the biofuel targets will lead to the destruction of an area of wetland in Kenya.

 Alan Beattie, FT World Trade correspondent, had a comment piece in Saturday’s paper arguing that biofuels are yet another example of “producer interests capturing government policy”. He concluded that “Governments across the world need to plan to deliver cheap food – not to please truculent farmers…The world’s poor need to be freed from the hunger that threatens to entrap them.”

Guardian Guardian 2 FT FT Beattie Telegraph Observer
 
Barroso emerging as favourite for EU President “to open the way to a fusion” of Council President and Commission President
The Coulisses de Bruxelles blog reports that the latest rumour in Brussels is that EU Commission President Jose Barroso “could well find himself elected” EU President.  A European diplomat is quoted saying, “Many member states do not want a personality that would outshine the President of the Commission.  They simply want a good chairman who would do nothing other than the current rotating EU Presidency.  And in this role, former Portuguese Prime Minister Barroso would do the job perfectly.”  The blog notes that because the Lisbon Treaty is vague about the exact role of the EU President, fraught negotiations are underway as to the precise definition of the role. 

 It notes that “Some member states – the most intergovernmental, like Britain – want to make the position an important one and make the Commission President a simple Secretary-General at the disposition of the European Council.  So they want a strong personality, like Tony Blair, before naming a Commission President who is more subdued than Barroso… On the other hand, the most federalist countries as well as the majority of the small countries who see the Commission as a barrage against the brutal domination of the big countries, reject such a scenario.  Some of them believe it would be better to eventually merge the two functions – which the Treaty does not rule out – so as to create a real ‘President of the Union’.”  A diplomat is quoted saying, “Barroso, former President of the Commission, could open the way to such a fusion.”  The blog notes that “the choice of personality will very much depend on the future of this new role.  Blair has no chance anymore: the majority of member states now seem to think that the future President must come from a country which has adopted the euro and applies the entirety of the Union’s policies.”

 The blog concludes, “Whatever happens, if the Barroso hypothesis takes shape, the Christian-Democrat [Jean-Claude] Juncker could make an excellent President of the Commission (if he accepts).  In such a scenario, he would obviously gain in influence, to the great joy of the federalists.  But the EPP party still has to make him their candidate and win the elections in June 2009.”

 Meanwhile, on his blog, Valery Giscard d’Estaing writes, “The choice of the first EU Council President is an unexpected opportunity to develop a feeling of political belonging among the EU’s citizens.  If they have the feeling that they are associated with it, Europe will make a big step forward.  On the other hand, if they have the impression they are being ignored, Europe will take a huge step backwards.”  He notes that “The next European Council will work on appointing the President as is laid down in the Treaty, by qualified majority, which excludes all veto rights.”

Coulisses de Bruxelles VGE blog
 

Conservatives warn Brown “he will have a fight on his hands” if he undermines NATO
In an article in the Sunday Telegraph Shadow Defence Minister Liam Fox argued that “The Lisbon Treaty is likely to (and may be designed to) encourage deeper defence integration at the expense of NATO”.  It outlined French plans for EU defence and said “Those who share our views need to wake up to this reality. Gordon Brown can break his word and deny the British people the say they were promised in a referendum. The issues will not go away. The Conservative party won't let them.”

Sunday Telegraph
 
Merkel hails “highly symbolic” decision to co-host the 2009 NATO summit with France
FAZ reports that France and Germany will host the 2009 NATO summit together to celebrate 60 years since Franco-German reconciliation. Angela Merkel said this is “highly symbolic”, and “If France and Germany are active together in NATO then we can represent our interests well”.  Nicolas Sarkozy said that the two countries are “in complete agreement” on the topics of Afghanistan and NATO enlargement. Süddeutsche Zeitung reports that this gave the Franco-German appearance at the summit a symbolic value that nobody had thought possible beforehand.  According to FT Deutschland, after the compromise on Georgia and Russia, Merkel said it was “a good piece of Franco-German teamwork”. 

No link

 
UK drive for Japan/EU trade deal faces opposition from protectionists
The FT reports that the UK is pushing the idea of a trade agreement between Tokyo and Brussels in which Japanese manufacturers would gain better access to European markets in return for liberalising Japan's financial services, airline and pharmaceutical industries. One UK official said the process was still in its early stages and could run up against opposition in Europe, particularly from countries keen to protect against Japanese car and electronics imports.

FT
 

No majority to ratify Lisbon Treaty in Slovakia
The Saturday FT reported that Slovakia's ratification of the Lisbon Treaty could be derailed by opponents of government attempts to push through a controversial media law that has raised worries about press freedom. The populist-nationalist coalition of Robert Fico, Slovakia's Prime Minister, has enough votes in parliament to approve the media law, but it does not have the two-thirds majority required to ratify the Treaty.

FT
 According to a Greens Analysis Institute Poll, 55% of Danes want to get rid of the country’s opt-out from the euro, while 38% remain opposed. 
AFP EUobserver
 ECJ ruling on wages clashes with German constitutional court decision
A leader in Sueddeutsche Zeitung looked at last week’s ruling in the Ruffert case, arguing that the decision to strike down regional wage agreements is effectively an attack on the German constitutional court, which in 2006 ruled that such agreements should be respected in order for the “stability of the social systems” to be maintained. It concludes that basic rights are no longer guaranteed by the ECJ.

No link

 The Observer reported that psychics such as tarot readers and mediums are fighting new EU rules that will leave them at risk of legal action from disgruntled customers.
Observer BBC Today
 

EU “obsession” with protecting competition means consumers lose out to bureaucrats
In the Sunday Express, Daniel Ballon from the Pacific Research Institute in San Francisco, looked at how the EU Commission’s persecution of US IT giant Intel means consumers pay more.  He said: “the EC creates a perverse system of incentives in which winners are fined and losers subsidised. As a result, bureaucrats win and consumers lose… The European obsession with protecting competition at all costs is short-sighted and ineffective. Companies succeed not merely by competing, but by out-competing. Customers will benefit from better choices and lower prices if regulators step back and let the chip-makers compete to compute.”

Sunday Express
 

Slovakia has applied to join the eurozone next year despite economists' concerns that the country may not be ready, reports the FT.
FT IHT Guardian 

 World

 Extra troops to be sent to fight Taliban
The Telegraph reports that Britain plans to send 450 more troops to the most war-torn region of Afghanistan for at least two years under pressure from the United States.  Cabinet ministers are also considering taking command of all NATO troops in southern Afghanistan for two years, in response to American and British defence planners’ concerns over the rotating leadership of NATO troops which will shift from Canadian to Dutch command for nine months in November.  And insider explained, "It is a question of experience at that level of leadership - the Dutch just don't have as much as us or the Americans." 

Telegraph
 
UK Government criticised over EU immigration policy
The Mail and the Express report that new Office of National Statistics figures have shown that the number of Britons in work has dropped by nearly half a million since the onset of mass immigration from Eastern Europe in 2004.

 Meanwhile, the BBC reports that the Government's decision to limit places on its Seasonal Agricultural Workers Scheme so that only migrants from Bulgaria and Romania can apply means that farmers are struggling to find enough workers to pick their fruit crops.  

Express-leader Mail BBC
April 8

France to push for EU company tax harmonisation 

08 April 2008

 France is planning to push forward plans for a common EU company tax base during its six-month EU Presidency, starting in July. "It has been going on for a long time but this is one issue that we are determined to push," French Economy Minister Christine Lagarde said yesterday. The corporate tax base idea has been advocated by the European Commission in the past, but it has been so far strongly opposed by a group of countries, mainly the UK, Ireland, Estonia, Lithuania and Slovakia. The Irish Times reports that the Irish Government will be particularly alarmed by the proposal. “It has lobbied hard at EU level to have the plan scrapped in the run-up to the referendum on the Lisbon Treaty, fearing it could persuade some business people to vote no,” the paper says.

 Estonian President Toomas Ilves is interviewed in Le Figaro during his visit to Paris to meet Nicolas Sarkozy.  He says “We support France’s commitment for a re-launch of European integration.”

Le Figaro Reuters Irish Times EUobserver
 

EU plans to loosen rules on drug firm advertising, raising concerns over pharma companies’ lobbying
The European Commission plans to allow drug companies to provide “information” about their products on public television, the internet, and in print – sidestepping a ban on drug advertisement – under new proposals which have come under attack.  

 Consumer groups warn that one-sided information from a drug company is dangerous, particularly in the advertising of drugs such as Vioxx, which has caused heart attacks, and Seroxat which can make young people feel suicidal. The Picker Institute, an authority on patient-centred healthcare claimed that proposals are “clearly driven by the pharmaceutical industry's commercial concerns - not by the interests of patients." Patients needed to be able to choose between treatment and no treatment as well as between different drugs, and sometimes between drugs and surgery. "These proposals specifically exclude comparative information," said Don Redding of the institute. "The plans enable companies to push information direct to patients and to use all available media to do that."

Guardian 

Green groups attack EU Commission’s “cosmetic” attempts to reform biofuel policy
Environmental NGOs have criticised the EU Commission’s proposed changes to “sustainability criteria” for biofuels as merely “cosmetic”.  "These negotiations show that the EU is prepared to dress biofuels up as green when in fact they are instead causing widespread environmental damage," said Adrian Bebb, a campaigner on biofuels with Friends of the Earth Europe, adding: "Using crops to feed cars instead of people is a recipe for disaster." There is continued coverage in various papers of fears of social unrest in developing countries caused by rising food prices.

EUobserver Guardian 

 

Galileo given final approval as Russia steps up work on rival system
EU Transport Ministers yesterday gave their final approval to the EU’s Galileo satellite navigation project.  The European Commission will be responsible for implementing the 4 billion euro project, and its different programmes, assisted by the Galileo Supervisory Authority and the European Space Agency.  There will be six publicly financed contracts to build the system, to be issued in the next few months by ESA, and which are likely to be shared out among the big European aerospace companies. The FT reports that the space race between the EU and Russia quickened yesterday as the announcement on Galileo coincided with a separate announcement by Russia to speed up work on its Glonass satellite navigation system.  The article reports that Russia aims to beat the EU into space, and has indicated that Glonass will have the 18 satellites for domestic coverage in place this year and the 24 needed for global coverage next year.  Meanwhile Galileo’s second satellite is to be launched this month and it will not be fully operational until 2013.  

FT Bloomberg EUobserver
 
EU transport projects face 40bn euro overrun
The FT reports that a study by PwC for the European Parliament has found that Europe’s 30 most important transport projects, as identified by the EU, will cost a total of 40 billion euros more than first thought.  Member states are expected to bear 80 to 90 percent of the cost of the projects, with EU funds accounting for the rest.  It is uncertain how some financially strapped governments will find the necessary funds.

FT
 EU banana tariffs condemned by WTO
EU import duties on bananas still flout global trade rules, the World Trade Organisation has ruled. The WTO case was brought by Ecuador, which, along with other Latin American countries, claims the EU favours Caribbean and African producers. 

Guardian BBC
 EU re-brands fish directorate following ‘embarrassment’ of Common Fisheries Policy
The Telegraph reports that the former directorate-general for fisheries and maritime affairs has been quietly re-named DG Mare (pronounced mar-ay) as a result of a decision by all 27 member states. Commission sources say that the change has come about because Commissioners were embarrassed by DG Fish's management of the Common Fisheries Policy. The article notes that it will be the fishing industry that will lose out from the changes.

Telegraph
 
Taylor: EU stresses talk rather than action on foreign policy
A comment piece in the IHT by Paul Taylor discusses “the EU's well-meaning but often largely declaratory foreign policy” which has evolved into more action in the past decade – with peacekeeping operations in Bosnia, Congo, Indonesia and now Chad, as well as border supervision in Gaza and police training in Afghanistan – but remains weak due to "wishful thinking" and "a certain European naivety," according to former French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine.  The piece goes on to conclude that “Whether EU foreign policy will become more operational and less aspirational when the Lisbon treaty enters into force next year…remains to be seen, “but for now,  “the main European foreign policy tool often seems to be words.”

IHT
 World

 Rachman: politicians are a growing threat to globalisation
Gideon Rachman argues in the FT that there is a growing political threat to globalisation. He believes that support for globalisation will unravel if the argument is lost in any of the major world economies – previous periods of globalisation were ended by political upheavals. He warns that the tone of the Presidential election race in the US, and politicians such as Nicolas Sarkozy in Europe pose a potential threat to the consensus on globalisation in the developed world, whilst the soaring food prices and hunger in the developing world risk a similar effect.

FT Rachman
 

UK

 

April 9

Brown cornered by EU and trade unions on Temporary Workers’ Directive

09 April 2008

 The FT reports that Britain is trying to strike a behind-the-scenes deal to “lessen the risk of an embarrassing defeat” on the controversial EU Temporary Workers' Directive.  The CBI has estimated that the directive, if passed, would cost the UK 250,000 jobs. According to the article, defeat for the UK has been looking increasingly likely since last autumn.

 The Government is holding secret talks with the European Commission this week. Gordon Brown is trying to persuade the EU to allow the UK to “apply the Directive flexibly”. A derogation in the current proposed law allows for workers to be excluded from the provisions of the Directive if their terms of employment are negotiated on their behalf through a collective bargaining agreement. Britain, unlike many other EU states, does not have the equivalent of collective bargaining mechanisms. However, the Government hopes to persuade Brussels that a proposed “forum” between unions and employers would fall into this category. 

 However, it is far from clear that British trade unions would agree to such a plan if it has the effect of mitigating the cost to Britain of the Directive. The unions argue that the Government is already effectively defeated on the Directive, so they would have no incentive to sign up to Brown’s proposed forum negotiation, the intention of which would almost certainly be to lessen the impact of the Directive.

 France is likely to push for the Directive to be passed during its EU Presidency, which begins in July. The article notes that Paris has for a long time been “hostile to British foot-dragging on EU social legislation.”

FT
 

EU Commission: biofuel targets will replace the CAP
EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs on his blog dismisses recent concerns that the shift to biofuel production is leading to increasing food prices. He argues that “Even if we [the EU] reach our 10% biofuels target by 2020, the price impact will be small. Our modeling suggests that it will cause a 8 to 10% increase in rape seed prices and 3 to 6% increase in cereal prices.”  He concludes that the biofuels targets will act as an effective substitute for direct subsidies to European farmers: “The EU’s ambitious but realistic 10% target will provide the market pull stimulation that these farmers need to face a future market based agricultural economy and less dependence on EU subsidies.” 

 Meanwhile EU Development Commissioner Louis Michel has warned that rising world food costs could lead to a humanitarian crisis in Africa.  He said it was less visible than the threat of rising oil prices but had the potential effect of a "real economic and humanitarian tsunami in Africa". 

EC Blog - Piebalgs BBC EUobserver
 
Growing economic divergence in Europe raises questions over monetary union
The FT reports that there are widening divergences amongst EU economies, complicating the task of the European Central Bank in implementing a single monetary policy for the eurozone. Economic confidence indicators, as well as other recent data, have pointed to “startling differences” in performance across the 15-country eurozone.

 The article notes that the trend is reviving arguments over the suitability of the “one size fits all” monetary policy of the eurozone.  Spain is facing a “serious house price correction” and rising unemployment. A separate article discusses the situation in this country, where the “sudden collapse” in construction activity is prompting banks to sharply rein in credit. Meanwhile, external balances of eurozone members also expose “widening divergences”: Germany has an 8% GDP current account surplus; Spain has a 10% deficit.

FT FT 2 WSJ El País Le Monde AFP Washington Post
 
Sterling has hit a record low against the euro according to Bloomberg.
Bloomberg
 MEPs propose new 50% target for recycling household waste
EUobserver reports that the European Parliament’s environment committee yesterday gave its blessing to legally binding targets for reducing waste.  Under the MEPs’ proposal, aimed at updating the 1975 EU law on waste, member states should meet two specific demands by 2020 - the recycling of a minimum of 50 percent by weight for household waste and a minimum of 70 percent by weight for construction and demolition waste.  The committee also called for total waste production to be stabilised by the year of 2012. British MEP Caroline Jackson said: "This means that by 2012, member states will have to stabilise the amount of waste they are producing to an amount no higher than they produced in 2008.”  EUobserver notes that in practice, this means that EU governments should establish waste prevention programmes no later than five years after the new rules enter into force and stick to a five-step approach to waste treatment from the most to the least environmentally-sound.

EUobserver
 Irish government in “tailspin” over French tax pledge
EUobserver reports that the French Finance Minister's announcement of plans to press ahead with tax harmonisation is causing problems for the Irish government's referendum campaign.  Referring to the French announcement, the President of the European Parliament Hans-Gert Pottering told the Irish Parliament’s Senate: “I would like to see that some ministers of greater countries...would be a little bit more wise and would be a little bit more reluctant in statements."  He said, “I will do my utmost to make sure, in the framework of my possibilities, that these misleading remarks will not continue.”

EUobserver
 Polish child benefit claims double
The Express reports that the Polish government has estimated that as many as 46,000 children living in Poland will be eligible for UK child benefit over the next year as their parents are living in the UK.  It is estimated that this could cost the taxpayer £765,000 a week - double the current costs.

No link

 AU calls for EPAs to be renegotiated
The Monitor reports that African Union trade and finance ministers want the recently initialled Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and African countries to be renegotiated, saying that contentious issues remain. EPAs replace Europe's long-standing preferential trade arrangements with the ACP countries, which are no longer protected by a World Trade Organisation waiver that expired at the end of last year. Meanwhile Caribbean countries are expected to sign an EPA with the European Union by the end of June, Trinidad and Tobago's Trade and Industry Minister said yesterday. 

Monitor Reuters Guardian
 
The FT Brussels blog warns that a new Italian government under Berlusconi would be protectionist.
FT
 

EU plan for sovereign wealth fund code criticised by one of the world’s largest SWFs
The FT reports that the EU’s plans for a voluntary code of conduct for sovereign wealth funds will come under attack today from the Kuwaiti Investment Authority, one of the world’s largest such funds.  The KIA’s Managing Director Bader al-Sa’ad, speaking in Luxembourg, will demand that countries seeking to design codes of conduct for the wealth funds should apply the same principles to hedge funds, pension funds, and other non-listed pools of capital.  The FT notes that his intervention underlines the difficulty faced by the EU in trying to encourage higher standards of transparency and governance at the wealth funds, without alienating the very agencies that would have provided vital liquidity to world financial markets in recent months.

FT
 The EU has called on Bulgaria to take “urgent action” to fight organised crime after two prominent figures were shot dead in 24 hours.
BBC EUobserver Independent 

 Le Figaro reports that the parents of Madeleine McCann will tomorrow visit the European Parliament to participate in a debate on European cooperation in the search for missing children.  
No link

 Turkey to relax free speech law 
The Turkish parliament is likely to pass a bill next week softening a law which sets limits on freedom of speech by criminalising insults to "Turkishness". One article in the country's penal code - article 301 - currently imposes up to three years in prison for such an insult. The EU has repeatedly called on Turkey to "repeal or amend without delay" the controversial article as a prerequisite to join the bloc. 
EUobserver Zaman Al Jazeera
April 10

Majority of doctors believe EU's 48 hour week will have a negative impact on medical training

10 April 2008

PA reports that a British Medical Association survey released today has found that more than two in three (64 percent) junior doctors believe that compliance with the EU's 48-hour working week will have a "negative overall effect" on their training.  New EU laws come into force next year cutting the number of hours junior doctors are allowed to work from the current maximum of 56 to a maximum of 48.   When asked what they were worried about the most, 33 precent feared an impact on the quality of their training while a further 32 percent were concerned about the impact on their ability to learn the skills needed to practise safely. Two in five junior doctors (41%) said they regularly needed to undertake training in their time off. Some also said they were worried the new limit will see them working "bizarre and complex" rotas for less pay.

 A second BMA survey released today - which included senior staff - showed that 57 percent of the union's members at all levels did not believe it would be possible to train a doctor adequately in any specialism in a 48-hour week.  Ram Moorthy, Chairman of the BMA Junior Doctors Committee, said: "The 48-hour limit is coming and it will have a massive impact...  We need to look at the possibility of lengthening the amount of time it takes to qualify as a consultant."

No link

UK to be excluded from EU leadership roles – including Commission Presidency
On his blog, Libération journalist Jean Quatremer writes: “Tony Blair, former head of the British government, will probably never be President of the European Council, despite his talents and his incontestable charisma.  It is now given that this post must go to someone from a member state which is at the heart of the EU – in other words one which applies all the community policies and which has already or will adopt the euro.  And that is also true for the President of the Commission.  Which therefore excludes leadership posts for Britain, Sweden, Denmark, Ireland and Poland.”

Coulisses de Bruxelles
 FT: EU should scrap biofuel target – the policy is a “shambles” and “causes hunger and misery”
A leader in the FT argues that the EU should suspend its plans for a target for biofuels use, saying that this “should help take some of the speculative froth out of the commodities market.” It argues that “the biofuels boom is in fact an excellent example of the dangers of ignoring markets and kowtowing to producer interests… A sensible motive to reduce carbon emissions and achieve energy security has turned into a shambles of a policy that does neither but causes hunger and misery elsewhere”.

FT leader 

 Rioting breaks out over food price rises – biofuels are to blame say World Bank, FAO, UNHCR and IMF
The FT reports that food price rises are wiping out a decade of efforts to combat global poverty, according to the World Bank, IMF and the Food and Agricultural Organisation. The organisations were unanimous that biofuels were part of the reason for the price rises, which have increased 45 percent in the past 9 months. The conclusions were echoed by Gordon Brown, who yesterday called for a review of the effect of biofuels on food prices: “For the first time in decades, the number of people facing hunger is growing.” As the FAO issued another warning about the threat of social unrest in developing countries, riots have broken out in Haiti over soaring food prices, claiming five lives. Unrest is also reported in West Africa and Egypt. The BBC Today Programme reports that the army is now involved in food distribution in Bangladesh – a major food importing country.  Meanwhile, AFP reports that price rises are pushing unions in Europe towards confrontation and strike action against employers. 

 Antonio Gutierrez, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, interviewed on the Today programme, said that targets for biofuels “need to be reconsidered, because it is having an unexpected but meaningful negative impact on the food markets”.

FT Collier & Spence BBC BBC 2 BBC Today AFP AFP 2 FT
 

Energy firms say Government should come clean about cost of EU renewable energy targets
The Independent reports that senior energy executives have said the Government is not being honest about the real costs of green energy and are complaining that ministers are keen to use targets for renewable energy to win popular support, but are shifting blame for the inevitable cost increases caused by their policies on to energy companies. The UK has signed up to ambitious EU targets whereby 20 percent of all energy use is required to come from renewable sources by 2020.

 Paul Golby, the head of E.ON UK, said: "We need our politicians to stand up to the mark a bit more and be honest about the costs. It doesn't come for free. Energy is going to cost more in the future." Another UK energy company source said: "We can't have security of supply, sustainability and rock-bottom prices. The Government has deemed it necessary to go for more expensive greener options, but that means that energy is not going to get any cheaper."

 The article notes that if all of the Government's goals are to be met, industry would have to conservatively invest more than £100bn by 2020. 

Independent
 

MEP report seeks to put brake on further EU enlargement
According to EUobserver the European Parliament is preparing a report that argues in favour of significantly slowing down the process of further enlargement of the EU, warning that hurried expansion will lead to a fragmented Union. Prepared for the Foreign Affairs Committee by German centre-right MEP Elmar Brok, the draft report says: "Further enlargement without adequate consolidation could lead to a Union of multiple configurations, with core countries moving towards closer integration and others lying at its margins." A separate piece reports that the EU yesterday said it hopes accession talks with Macedonia can be opened by the end of this year.
EUobserver EUobserver 2
 

Germany presses ahead with law to block unwanted Sovereign Wealth Fund investments 
Germany's ruling coalition has cleared the way for measures to block unwanted investments by foreign Sovereign Wealth Funds after political differences in Berlin on the controversial move were resolved. A spokesman for Chancellor Angela Merkel told the FT that the "remaining issues" holding up the draft law had been dealt with, adding that the cabinet would adopt the legislation "probably in the next few weeks".

FT
 

MEPs to call for EU leaders to boycott Olympics’ opening ceremony 
The European Parliament is expected to call on EU leaders today to boycott the Beijing Olympics' opening ceremony. MEPs want China to start a dialogue with the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama by August.  

BBC
Slovakia likely to ratify Lisbon Treaty despite press bill row
The Slovak parliament is expected to vote today in favour of the Lisbon Treaty despite an unresolved row between the coalition and opposition parties over a controversial press bill, criticised by several international organisations. 
EUobserver
 French Government’s chief finance advisor “worried” about the strength of the euro
In an interview with Les Echos, Christian de Boissue, the French government’s chief advisor on finance issues, says he is concerned about the continued strength of the euro.  He says: “The ECB’s position worries me.  I do not think the dollar’s decline is over and if the bank does not cut rates when the Federal Reserve cuts US rates, the euro is likely to grow even stronger.  If the European currency is too strong, it will inevitably put the brakes on economic growth.”

 EUobserver reports that the International Monetary Fund has cut its growth forecast for the EU countries using the euro and called on the European Central Bank to cut its interest rates to help fend off the economic slowdown.

Les Echos  EUobserver
Pound sinks to new low against the euro
The pound sunk to a new low against the euro yesterday on expectations of a rate cut from the Bank of England today. Sean O’Grady argues in the Independent that the effect for the UK economy is “on the whole good” and is “good news for British manufacturers and exporters… the fact that car factories in Oxford, Sunderland and Swindon are exporting record numbers is helping to keep the economy afloat and jobs secure. On the other hand, a relatively weak pound has made it more difficult for us to deal with the soaring world price of energy and food.”

Guardian Independent Independent O'Grady FT AFP
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EU President to get plane, palace and large personal staff 

11 April 2008

The Telegraph reports that Jose Barroso and EU ambassadors have already begun planning the new powers and perks of the EU President.  It has been suggested that the President should be given his own plane, 'White House' style residence and a large personal staff.  The article quotes Open Europe saying, "EU politicians claim that the Lisbon Treaty will make the EU more transparent and accessible to voters, but this latest example of secretive horse-trading shows that if it ever does come into force it will be business as usual in Brussels."

Telegraph
 EU anti-fraud office admits role in Tillack case, after years of denials
European Voice reports that the EU’s anti-fraud office OLAF has admitted that a senior official did ask to see documents obtained by Belgian police when they raided the offices of German investigative journalist Hans-Martin Tillack in 2004 – an accusation that it had denied for several years.  Alessandro Buttice, spokesman for OLAF, told the head of the international journalists association API in an email on 28 March that a director at OLAF had requested access to files belonging to Tillack, a journalist working for Stern magazine who was investigating fraud at Eurostat.  Both Franz-Hermann Brüner, OLAF's director-general, and Siim Kallas, the European Commissioner for the fight against fraud, had previously maintained that they had never sought access to Tillack's files.  They told the European Court of First Instance (ECFI) in August 2004: “Neither OLAF nor any other Commission staff have ever contacted juge d'instruction Franzen.”  

 Tillack's office was raided and his files seized after OLAF had sent the Belgian authorities a file claiming that Stern had paid Commission officials several thousand euro for information. Tillack asked the ECFI to declare OLAF's decision to transmit his file to the Belgian authorities illegal and sought damages for defamation by the Commission. But the ECFI did not uphold the complaints in a ruling in October 2006. However, the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg ruled in November that the Belgian authorities had infringed his right to freedom of expression and awarded him 10,000 euros in damages and 30,000 euros in costs. 

European Voice
EU’s own scientific advisors join UN, World Bank and IMF in calling for biofuel targets to be scrapped: will Brussels listen?
The EU’s own scientific advisers yesterday joined the chorus of institutions calling for the EU’s target for biofuel use to be scrapped.  The European Environment Agency said yesterday that the target would be impossible to achieve without harming the environment and contributing to rainforest destruction.

 Meanwhile Robert Zoellick, the World Bank's President said: "In the US and Europe over the last year we have been focusing on the prices of gasoline at the pumps. While many worry about filling their gas tanks, many others around the world are struggling to fill their stomachs. And it's getting more and more difficult every day."  Zoellick said the price of wheat had risen by 120% in the past year, more than doubling the cost of a loaf of bread.  

 On his FT blog, Andrew Bounds reports that the EU Commission continues to deny that biofuels are leading to food price rises, and has vowed to push ahead with the EU’s 10% target.   He notes that the Commission is increasingly isolated on the issue, and argues that “It can’t be often that the Commission disagrees with its multilateral brethren, the IMF, World Bank and United Nations.”

IHT Guardian El Pais FT blog EEA
 Evans Pritchard: ECB is running to a German agenda, and will lead to a “nasty correction” in other eurozone states
Ambrose Evans Pritchard has a comment piece in the Telegraph discussing the refusal of the ECB to cut interest rates yesterday.  Jean-Claude Trichet, the ECB's President, claimed that Europe remains insulated from the unfolding slump in the US and would stick to its sole duty of combating inflation, now at a record 3.5pc.  However, the ECB is at odds with the conclusions of the IMF, which urged a rate cut. Evans Pritchard notes that “house prices are more overvalued in Ireland (32pc), Holland (29pc), France (22pc), Belgium (18pc), Spain (17pc), and Italy (12.4pc), than in the United States (12pc), and may be subject to a nasty correction”. Irish house prices fell 7.3pc last year. 

 Hans Redeker, currency chief at BNP Paribas, said the ECB had its head in the sand. "They are not looking at the tidal wave that is about to roll straight over them. Balance-sheet stress in Europe is just as bad as it is in the US. The reporting periods are different, so the bad news has not yet come out," he said.  The head of Italy's business federation, Emma Marcegaglia, said the soaring euro was having "a very negative effect on our economy. The ECB should be cutting rates," she said.  Meanwhile, deficits have reached 12.5pc of GDP in Greece, and 9.2pc in Spain.

Telegraph Evans-Pritchard Telegraph Rees FT FT Lex
 EU defence “an absolute priority for France”
In a speech yesterday French Defence Minister Hervé Morin said “We want to make Defence Europe an absolute priority for France.”  Meanwhile, on the Defence of the Realm blog Richard North looks at a recent essay by Henry Kissinger which argues that the EU is losing the will to go to war, as well as Nicolas Sarkozy’s plans for EU defence.  He writes, “Events, though, are not in Sarkozy’s favour. To be a convincing Atlanticist, he is going to have to put troops in harm’s way and make a real rather than token contribution to the “war on terror”. For that, he has no domestic support or mandate, and neither do his troops have the equipment or experience to make a worthwhile contribution. They may be expert at beating up ex-colonial Africans, but they are unversed in the realities of modern counter-insurgency operations. This means that, in the final analysis, Sarkozy cannot deliver.”

Speech  Defence of the Realm
 Slovak MPs end row to pass Treaty
Slovakia's parliament has ratified the Lisbon Treaty, despite a boycott of the vote by some opposition parties. Previous attempts to hold a vote had to be scrapped because of a series of walkouts by MPs over a media law, which critics say harms press freedom. 

BBC
 Brussels to reveal secret list of bizarre items banned on planes
The European Commission is facing pressure to publish a list of items banned from being carried on board airplanes, with the EU's top court adviser describing Brussels' secretive attitude as "fundamentally absurd". The case was triggered by a German traveller, Gottfried Heinrich, in 2005. Heinrich was ordered to leave the aircraft before its take off from Vienna because he was carrying some tennis rackets. The security staff argued the rackets could be used as a weapon, but did not allow Heinrich to see the official list of banned items.

EUobserver EU Referendum
 Power firms lobbyists: claims of £57bn windfall profits are “puzzling”
In an article in the Guardian David Porter, chief executive of the Association of Electricity Producers, argues that “Power firms won't be profiteering from the emissions trading scheme”, in response to a previous article entitled “CO2 trade to bring £57bn windfall”.  He argues that the EU emissions trading scheme “is the key policy plank to deal with global warming and deserves to be seen in a different light. Claims that UK electricity companies stand to make "between €6bn and €15bn" in the second phase of the scheme, from 2008 to 2012, are puzzling to power companies.”  He concedes that “Inevitably, costs that companies incur as a result of having to comply with strict emission limits find their way through to customers' bills, but internalising the cost of carbon in the electricity price is the aim of current policies. In the UK, the passing of these costs to consumers is constrained by competition in the wholesale market and customers' ability to switch supplier.”

Guardian Porter
 A ruling by the European Court of Justice on Marks and Spencer’s chocolate teacakes looks set to cost the Treasury £3.5 million in VAT refunds.  
Telegraph Guardian
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France’s response to food price crisis: resist farm subsidy cuts and return CAP to focus on food production

14 April 2008

   

In light of rapid food price rises, France has called for the Common Agricultural Policy to return to its original focus on food production, and for efforts to cut farm subsidies to be resisted. French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, European Affairs Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet and Human Rights Minister Rama Yade among others in a published joint statement said:  "Europe, with its high-performing farming sector and its common policy must clearly play a providing and regulating role on world food markets… The increase in the cost of food paradoxically presents an opportunity, to revive investment in the farming sector”.

French Agriculture Minister Michel Barnier will today press his EU counterparts for a "European initiative on food security".  AFP notes that this places France at odds with Britain, which wants to see EU farm subsidies decreased, and which sees current high food prices as underlining the need for a rapid agreement for a trade liberalisation deal at the WTO Doha round of trade talks. The future of the CAP will be a central issue for the French EU Presidency, which takes place over the second half of this year.

 The World Bank estimated over the weekend that food price rises would push 100 million people into poverty. Simon Johnson, Chief Economist at the IMF, is interviewed on the BBC Today programme, arguing that biofuels have “played quite a significant role”. He estimates that 20-30% of the price increases in the past two years are accounted for by biofuels. Johnson argues that the environmental benefits of biofuels are “roughly neutral”, but are “definitely not having the right effect” as far as poverty is concerned. He noted that the policies of both the US and the EU are playing an important part in this trend.

 Transport Secretary Ruth Kelly argues in the Guardian that the UK Government will push ahead with targets for biofuel use in the UK, as backtracking on this “could weaken our influence over the direction of EU policy in this area.”

EUobserver Le Monde WSJ WSJ 2 BBC Today Guardian Le Figaro AFP
 Secret negotiations begin on role of new EU President
Member states have begun preliminary talks on some of the most political aspects of the Lisbon Treaty – the office set-up for the proposed new full-time President, the shape of the diplomatic service and the power-sharing arrangement for the regular ministerial meetings in Brussels. EUobserver reports that the President will get a salary of around €270,000, a chauffeured car, a housing allowance and a personal staff of around 20. These are equivalent to the perks received by the Commission President.

 Writing on his Telegraph blog, Bruno Waterfield comments that none of the proposals relating to the discussions are in public realm. He says: “There are no public minutes and at a dinner engagement this week no one was even taking notes…These discussions are doubly hush, hush because of the political sensitivity surrounding the Treaty – its ratification is still going on. Officials are implementing a Treaty that in most of the EU has not been ratified and because of the rush to force it through, quickly and conveniently, without pesky popular votes, there is not much time.” 
EUobserver Waterfield Telegraph
 Euronews bias?
In an interview with Warsaw Business Journal, Philip Cayla, boss of Euronews, the international media organisation funded by the EU, speaks at length about why it is good that the EU’s powers are being increased by the Lisbon Treaty. He says: “The fact that we are going to have a real president, a permanent president of the continent, will be a particular achievement I think. A prominent representative for foreign affairs, I think, will change the face of Europe, especially in the eyes of the rest of the world.” Returning to the subject of EU President he added, “Today we have Commissioners, we have members of the European Parliament, but we have no real leader in fact. An EU president will be a real leader and will change the face of Europe.” 

WBJ
 Hutton seeks exemption for small businesses from EU regulation
Britain will this week propose that companies employing fewer than 20 people should be exempt from future EU regulations, in a drive to cut the burden on small business of legislation agreed in Brussels. John Hutton, Business Secretary, will ask for the exemption to be written into the European Small Business Act, which is currently being drafted.

FT 

 Almunia: Eurozone’s first decade has seen less growth than expected – rising euro out of line with “economic fundamentals” 
Presenting a special report on the euro's first decade in Washinton DC, European Monetary Affairs Commissioner Joaquin Almunia said on Saturday that the eurozone has seen slower integration of product and labour markets and less growth and productivity than anticipated. He also warned that “the euro's real effective exchange rate is approaching a level where it would clearly no longer be in line with economic fundamentals.”

Forbes AFP Reuters Reuters 2 Reuters 3 IHT
  Italian election might see Berlusconi return to power
Several news sources report on the Italian general election on Sunday that will resume today, which could return billionaire Silvio Berlusconi to power for a third time, amid worries over a recession and disillusion with political leaders.  A leader in Le Monde argues that a Berlusconi victory would be bad for Italy and bad for Europe:  “every time” he has been in power he has “embarrassed his citizens and hindered European integration.”

IHT Daily Mail Guardian Le Monde leader
 

The Guardian reports that the EU is funding a new £6.6m project to develop personalities for robots.
Guardian
 On the FT's Brussels blog, Andrew Bounds looks at the horse-trading taking place between France and Germany over plans to force car manufacturers to cut carbon emissions.
FT blog
 

World

 Sarkozy to invite Israeli and Arab troops to march together in Paris
France is inviting all the countries around the Mediterranean rim, including Libya, Syria and Israel, to a European Union summit in Paris on July 13 and they are expected to take part in a “Euro-Mediterranean Bastille Day” military parade with European troops the next day, reports the Sunday Times.
Sunday Times
 EUobserver reports that Turkmenistan, which has the world’s fifth largest reserves of natural gas, has agreed to supply the EU with 10 billion cubic metres of natural gas each year, in a move that will reduce the Union’s dependence on Russian gas sources. 
EUobserver
 Bush aide accuses Europeans of ‘cop-out’ on Tibet
IHT reports that US National Security Adviser, Stephen Hadley, has criticised European leaders for their intention to boycott the opening ceremonies of the Beijing Olympics as a “cop-out”, saying this approach is merely “a way of dodging what really needs to happen.”  Hadley went on to promote the US approach of “quiet diplomacy”, which entails the private diplomatic engagement of Chinese leaders with a strong emphasis on human rights concerns.  Gordon Brown and Angela Merkel have both said they will not attend the August 8 opening ceremony if China does not open dialogue with the Dalai Lama.  

IHT
The WSJ has a feature on the problems plaguing the UN CDM carbon offsetting mechanisms, which play a key part in global carbon markets through their links to the EU Emission Trading Scheme.
WSJ
Brown suffers collapse in popularity ratings
A You Gov poll for the Sunday Times puts the Conservatives on 44% - the party’s highest level of support since 1992. They lead by 16 points over Labour on 28%, while the Liberal Democrats are on 17%.  Gordon Brown’s personal poll rating has fallen to minus 37, down from plus 48 last August. The collapse is the most dramatic of any modern-day Prime Minister, worse even than Neville Chamberlain who in 1940 dropped from plus 21 to minus 27 after Hitler’s invasion of Norway.   A Harris poll for the FT suggests that voters no longer trust Brown's Government on the economy, with 68 per cent saying they were "not confident at all" in its ability to deal with the crisis. The EU-wide poll found Britons were by far the most pessimistic about their Government's economic credibility and among the most likely to list "excessive taxes" as the biggest problem facing the economy. 
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Leaked memo reveals Irish government’s strategy to push through Lisbon Treaty 

15 April 2008

Europe

 The front page of the Irish Daily Mail yesterday reported on a leaked memo from the Irish Foreign Office to the British Government, which shows that Irish ministers will seek to focus the referendum campaign on overall benefits of the EU rather than the Treaty itself. The memo also reveals that the Irish government has picked 29 May as the date to hold a referendum, not June 12 as widely predicted. It was noted that the Irish “will delay an announcement to keep the No camp guessing. The Taoiseach and (Dermot) Ahern saw a slight advantage in keeping the No camp guessing.”

 The memo also says that ministers ruled out an October referendum, which would have been better procedurally, out of fear of “unhelpful developments during the French Presidency – particularly related to EU defence” and described French President Sarkozy as "completely unpredictable." It also warned that a WTO deal could turn Irish farmers groups against the Treaty.

 In addition, the memo claimed that Foreign Minister Dermot Ahern has been personally assured by Margot Wallstrom that the EU Commission will “tone down or delay” any announcement from Brussels “that might be unhelpful.”

 Meanwhile, Deutsche Welle reports that German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday visited Dublin, in a bid to persuade the Irish to vote ‘yes’ to the Lisbon Treaty.  In a speech to the National Forum of Europe she said, "To the sceptics, I can only say that if everything remains as it is now, your concerns will definitely not be better addressed." A poll published in the Irish Sun found that 28 percent of the Irish have decided to vote ‘Yes’ to the Treaty, 12 percent will vote ‘No’ and 60 percent are still to make up their minds.

Open Europe blog EUobserver Waterfield Telegraph Reuters Irish Times
 

UN Food Chief: Biofuels are a “crime against humanity”;
EU Commission: "There is no question for now of suspending the target fixed for biofuels"
From today, all petrol and diesel sold on forecourts in the UK must contain at least 2.5 percent biofuel.  Last year, EU leaders agreed to source 10 percent of all transport fuel from biofuels by 2020. 

 There is widespread coverage of the links between biofuels and recent sharp rises in global food prices.  UN Special Rapporteur for the Right to Food Jean Ziegler told German radio yesterday that the production of biofuels is "a crime against humanity". Ziegler also appeared on BBC Newsnight last night calling for the EU to suspend targets for biofuels. This follows similar demands from the European Environment Agency (which gives scientific advice to the EU Commission), the World Bank, the IMF, the OECD, the FAO and the UNHCR, as well as a large number of NGOs and academics. However, the National Farmers Union has welcomed targets for biofuels.

 Trade economist Paul Collier notes in the Times that one SUV tank of biofuel uses enough grain to feed an African family for a year. The IHT notes that work by the International Food Policy Research Institute in Washington suggests that biofuel production accounts for a quarter to a third of the recent increase in global commodity prices. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations predicted late last year that biofuel production, assuming that current mandates continue, would increase food costs by 10 to 15 percent.

 Prof. C. Ford Runge, an economist at the University of Minnesota, whilst accepting that other factors were also driving food price rises, said "Ethanol is the one thing we can do something about. It's about the only lever we have to pull, but none of the politicians have the courage to pull the lever."

Despite mounting criticism of the policy, the EU has vowed to stick to its biofuel goals, and continues to argue that they will not have a significant impact on food prices. "There is no question for now of suspending the target fixed for biofuels," Barbara Helfferich, spokeswoman for EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said yesterday. The European Commission’s Agriculture Spokesman Michael Mann says there is little danger of the proposed target causing a big shift from food production to biofuel production.  "If we move towards second-generation (biofuels) and we put all this extra land back into production, we are talking about a very small share of our arable land and crops being used for biofuels," Mann said. German Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel backed the EU officials.

The EU insists that the future development of so-called "second generation" biofuels will mark a big improvement (in terms of carbon saving and production capacity) over current technologies, and will help mitigate the current negative effects. However, French Ecology Minister Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet said she was sceptical about using second generation biofuels. "That will take 10 to 20 years," she told the news agency AFP. The front page of the Mail reports that food prices are rising at their fastest rate in 17 years. 

Independent Times Collier Le Figaro IHT FT WSJ DW Carbon Positive Reuters Euractiv
 Response to food crisis: France wants protectionism; UK less biofuels and more open markets
The Times picks up on the comments made by French Agriculture Minister, Michel Barnier, at the EU agriculture meeting in Luxembourg, in which he called on Europe to establish a food security plan and to resist further cuts in Europe’s agriculture budget. He blamed economic liberalism and “too much trust in the free market” for the soaring cost of food. “We must not leave the vital issue of feeding people to the mercy of market laws and international speculation,” he said. 

 The Times also notes that in a speech at Goldman Sachs in London today, Gordon Brown is to raise concerns about the effect that the rapid move towards biofuels is having on food production and prices. He will call for a trade deal that allows poorer countries greater access to developed world markets, as well as international support for agricultural research and imports for countries suffering balance of payments difficulties. 

Times BBC
 EU President candidates being discussed over beer “in private meetings”
BBC Monitoring Europe has an interview with Czech Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg.  Asked whether he supports Tony Blair for the first EU President, he says: “He is only one of the candidates under consideration. There have not yet been any concrete official negotiations about names. However, somewhere in private meetings over a beer or coffee these names are being discussed. I have the feeling that in the end it will not be either Tony Blair, or Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker, who is an adherent of greater integration - which are the names that are being spoken about. They would rather divide the countries of the EU than unite them.”

No link

 

Shell warns ETS could destroy European refining industry
The Times reports that Jeroen van der Veer, the Chief Executive of Royal Dutch Shell, has warned that a proposed change to the EU’s Emissions Trading Scheme, which would force companies to pay for carbon emissions permits previously handed out for free, threatens to destroy Europe’s petrochemicals and refining industry.  He said the EU needed to be careful not to trigger an exodus of European jobs and investment offshore with no net reduction in global emissions, and warned that the proposals would undermine the competitiveness of a struggling industry and have a cascading impact on Europe’s wider economy because of the close links between the region’s oil, chemicals and plastics industries, which collectively support nearly two million jobs.  

 He said: “In the past 20 years the refining industry in Europe has been very difficult . . . But if we have additional penalties because we move away from a system of free allocations to a large extent, then in such a marginal industry that is a real problem.” The Commission has proposed that from 2013 oil refineries and airlines, and possibly other sectors, will have to pay for 20 percent of their emissions permits, rising to 100 per cent by 2020. It hopes to formalise the plan by the end of the year.

Times Forbes
 Italians elect Berlusconi to third stint in power
Several news sources report that billionaire entrepreneur Silvio Berlusconi has won his third Italian election and that his centre-right party, People of Freedom and coalition partners the Northern League, won a clear majority in both houses.  Berlusconi’s alliance won a majority over Walter Veltroni’s centre-left Democratic party, with 340 seats compared with 239 for the centre left in the upper house and 171 seats compared with 130 in the lower house.  

IHT FT Corriere Della Sera Il Sole 24 Ore La Repubblica Guardian EUobserver
  Spain’s ailing economy further undermined by Eurozone membership?
Spain’s inability to lower interest rates or devalue its currency to boost it’s ailing economy because of eurozone membership is reviving talk that the country could leave the single currency altogether. “It is only a matter of time, probably less than three years, until the euro experiment meets its end,” Avi Tiomkin, an Israeli financier, writes in Forbes. “Countries like Spain and Italy will withdraw and return to their old currencies.” Tiomkin argues that Spain's worsening property slump illustrates the problem faced by the “Latin bloc” in the eurozone. 

Times 

 World

 Harris poll: China greatest threat to stability
China has overtaken the US as the biggest threat to global stability in the eyes of Europeans, according to a Harris opinion poll for the FT. The poll found that China was the biggest threat for 36 percent in France, up from 22 percent last year, 35 percent in Germany, up from 18 percent, and 27 percent in the UK, up from 16 percent. All three last year ranked the US as a bigger threat.

FT
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EU Development Commissioner admits that “fashion for biofuels could be a catastrophe”

16 April 2008

Reuters notes that divisions are appearing within the EU Commission on biofuels. Development Commissioner Louis Michel reportedly told the Belgian Senate on Tuesday that "I have long said that the fashion for biofuels could be a catastrophe especially in countries which are not self-sufficient in food".

 The Chairman of the EU Environment Agency told the IHT that biofuel targets were the result of a blinkered approach to EU policy-making: “the basic problem is [the Commission] thought of transport alone, without considering all these other effects. And we don't understand those very well yet."

 Richard Pike, Chief Executive of the Royal Society of Chemistry, has a letter in the Independent, in which he argues that the EU’s target for 10% use of biofuels by 2020 will do more harm than good for the environment: “Any targets for biofuel use set for 2020 is almost certainly going to increase the carbon dioxide content of the atmosphere over the period to that date.”

 Simon Jenkins has a comment piece in the Guardian on biofuels, arguing that “Until recently, most greenery has seemed no more than a feelgood parlour game. Now it is getting serious… Playing these games has so far made a few people very rich at the cost of the taxpayer. Now the cost is in famine and starvation.”

 Reuters also notes that ‘EU experts’ estimate that at most only 6 percent of the EU target can be met from domestic production and at least 4 percent will have to be imported. Imported biofuels raise serious concerns, according to the IHT, as rain forests and peat swamp are already being cleared to make way for biofuel plantations, a process that produces more emissions than the biofuels can save.

Independent Pike IHT Guardian Jenkins Reuters El Pais
 Swedish Social Democrats split on EU; prominent critic quits party over Vaxholm case warning of moves towards a “grand, federal Europe”
Prominent Swedish Social Democrat Sören Wibe has an article in Dagens Nyheter, announcing that he is quitting the party and criticising the leadership for its “hypocritical” EU policies. He argues that the party is trying to hide the adverse effects of the recent Vaxholm case on the “Swedish social model”, and what he sees as a gradual move towards a “grand, federal Europe”.  

Swedish Radio Dagens Nyheter 

 Euro architect: “uncertain” future for single currency; risks of break-up if EU moves too far to social model
Europe's monetary union, which launched the euro almost a decade ago, remains an "experiment" with the outcome "likely to remain uncertain for a considerable time to come", according to a new book by Otmar Issing, former ECB Chief Economist. Issing argues that if the EU moves in the direction of a welfare state with harmonised welfare entitlements and even tighter labour market regulation, “the ‘single-size’ monetary policy would simply not fit at all.”

 Meanwhile, the CEO of EADS has said the strength of the euro means "We are at levels which are becoming unbearable". However, Eurogroup President Jean Claude Juncker yesterday denied that the strong Euro was currently hurting exports, but that “The moment will come where the exchange rate level will start to cause serious harm to the European economy."

FT Reuters Washington Post  EUobserver Bloomberg
 

French Europe Minister: if citizens do not see a difference in defence policy after Lisbon Treaty “then we will have failed”
In a lengthy interview with Public Senat, French Europe Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet says, “The main development of the Lisbon Treaty is also in the area of foreign and defence policy – we found a good compromise there.  If, on these subjects, citizens do not see a difference between the before and after, then we will have failed… One of our objectives for the French Presidency is ambitious.  It is to ensure that there is a security Europe and a defence Europe, and that is something that’s important.  Because it is not normal for an area of 500 million citizens which wants to economically influence the world, to not have a common security policy.” 

French Foreign Office
 Lack of EU transparency citizens' main concern, says European Ombudsman
Lack of transparency, including refusal of information, continues to top the list of citizens’ complaints against EU institutions, the European Ombudsman said yesterday. According to a fresh report, Ombudsman Nikiforos Diamandouros received 3,211 new complaints in 2007 with German citizens (16 percent), Spain (11 percent), France (eight percent) and Poland (seven percent) registering the most complaints. The overwhelming majority of cases, amounting to 64 percent of the total, were targeted against the European Commission.

EUobserver
 France calls for greater Brussels powers so that Lisbon Strategy can be achieved
The European Union's Lisbon Strategy for making its economy as competitive as that of the US should be radically redrawn with a bigger role for Brussels institutions, according to a report for the French government. It argues that EU institutions should have more powers in coordinating the member states as well as "naming and shaming" the laggards more openly in order to motivate them. The report also criticises French performance, noting that Paris meets only three out of 14 Lisbon objectives.

FT EUobserver
 Nuclear energy a solution to climate change, says Brussels
EUobserver reports that EU Energy Commissioner, Andris Piebalgs, has underscored the role that nuclear energy has to play in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Europe and its importance in helping deliver the bloc's energy needs at a time of "persistently high" oil prices. "Nuclear energy makes an important contribution to our fight against climate change and our security of energy supply," he said yesterday.

EUobserver
 Berlusconi steps up anti-immigration rhetoric as Lega Nord increase in influence
The Telegraph reports that Silvio Berlusconi has described illegal immigrants as an "army of evil".  He said that he would "step up neighbourhood police, who can be an army of good, placing themselves between the Italian people and the army of evil".  He also vowed to deport non-European Union citizens who "do not have work or home and are forced into crime in order to live".  He has also pledged to turn Italy into a federal state by splitting it into North and South.  

 Foreign Policy and the Telegraph look at how Lega Nord is the big winner from the Italian elections, taking 8.3% of the vote, making its leader Umberto Bossi the kingmaker in Berlusconi's coalition.  According to El Pais José Manuel Barroso told Berlusconi that at this “important time for European integration he was relying on his contribution to ensure the success of the European project.”

Foreign Policy Telegraph Telgraph2 El Pais El Pais 2 Guardian
 EUobserver reports that Franco Frattini, the EU Commissioner in charge of justice and home affairs and one of five Commission vice-presidents, is likely to become Italy's Foreign Minister in Silvio Berlusconi’s new government.
EUobserver
 8% of French people think Britain has the most influence in the EU
A new OpinionWay poll has found that 72% of French people think that Germany “is the country that has the most influence on EU decisions.”  France is in second position, on 14%, and the UK was in third place with 8%.

Fenêtre sur l’Europe
 World

 Mandelson warns against Olympic boycott
Peter Mandelson has warned against the use of "political gimmicks" like an Olympic Games boycott, arguing it would serve neither Europe's interests not those of the people of Tibet. He said, "Telling the Chinese that you want to turn the Olympic Games into a fiasco and a major international embarrassment is not going to encourage the Chinese to listen, I don't think boycotts will get anywhere."

IHT EUobserver Telegraph
April 17 

Brussels delays budget reform talks until after Lisbon Treaty ratification

17 April 2008

On his blog, Telegraph journalist Bruno Waterfield reports that a conference on EU budget reform scheduled for 27 May has been moved to June 15 - after the Irish referendum - in order to avoid debate of sensitive issues while the ratification period is ongoing.  He writes, "public debate now is inconvenient. The message from our rulers is clear: Now is not the time to think about or debate the EU."  Waterfield also reports on a letter sent by Jo Leinen, head of the European Parliament's Constitutional Committee, asking other committee chairman to avoid public debate on sensitive aspects of how the Lisbon Treaty should be implemented until after the ratifications period.  Reuters reports that the Commission has also delayed a deadline for submissions on Budget reform from national governments. It quotes a diplomat saying, "Some budgetary reforms may be difficult for some countries. Perhaps it is better not to debate them in the open before the treaty is ratified."  Meanwhile, Agence Europe reports that the Commission has called for a 225 million euro increase in the EU budget, in particular for the fight against bluetongue disease. 

EUobserver Telegraph-Waterfield2 Telegraph-Waterfield Reuters RTE 

Officials try to play down embarrassing Irish email
Bertie Ahern's Government has downplayed an embarrassing leaked memo which suggested that the EU is putting off controversial announcements until after Ireland has held its referendum. In a statement, the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs has said it had "no knowledge whatsoever of an e-mail referred to in a newspaper report and purporting to reflect government views on the reform treaty".  A British Embassy spokesman in Dublin told the BBC: "We do not comment on leaks".  Earlier this week at a joint news conference with German Chancellor Angela Merkel Ahern said, "the suggestion that Europe will somehow deliberately change announcements ahead of the referendum is without any foundation".

BBC RTE Euractiv (BBC report, posted at 21.40GMT 16/4   included below)

Biofuels targets continue to draw severe criticism 
A leader in the New Statesman calls for Labour to abandon targets for minimum biofuels use, and “put its weight behind convincing our European partners to do the same”. It argues, “As with the abolition of the 10p income tax band, it has taken implementation of a badly thought-through policy to lever out the very strong arguments against it. Once a useful green soundbite for Labour, biofuels replacement now turns out to be a scheme that enjoys the support of nobody, not even the Prime Minister's own team.”

Spiegel Online notes that the timing of the entering into force of the UK’s new biofuel regulations can “at best, be described as awkward”, pointing to the growing “chorus” of voices that now argue biofuels have limited environmental benefits, and cause food shortages. Professor Helmut Haberl, a member of the European Environment Agency's Scientific Committee – the Commission’s own scientific board, is quoted as saying, "The EU should scrap the 10 percent mixture rules."

New Statesman leader New Statesman Business Week
Commission questions aid to Scottish “lifeline” ferries 
The FT reports that the Commission has launched an investigation into whether subsidies paid to two Scottish ferry companies - Caledonian MacBrayne and NorthLink - have breached European Union rules on state aid, following a complaint by unnamed third parties. The Commission will determine whether the subsidies distort competition and whether the financing is proportionate to the public interest objective. "I am well aware of the importance of lifeline ferry services to ensure the survival and prosperity of isolated island communities in Scotland. This is actually a very important reason why we should ensure full compatibility with European law and provide legal certainty for the way these services are organised," said Commissioner Jacques Barrot. If some of the aid is found to have been illegal, the EU can request for it to be repaid. 

FT
Swedish union lawyers: ECJ must be subject to scrutiny and transparency; its power supersedes that of policy makers
In Svenska Dagbladet, Claes Mikael Jonsson and Mattias Landgren, lawyers at the largest Swedish union LO, argue that, ”the outcome in the Laval case highlights the need to reform the ECJ”. They propose that the Court need to be made more accountable and transparent, and that appointments of judges be subject to parliamentary scrutiny – much like in the American system. They argue that, ”The political role of the ECJ in the development of EU law has become increasingly apparent – not least through the Laval case…Through the backdoor, the judges have gained political power that in practice supersedes that of policy makers…the legitimacy and moral authority of the ECJ must be discussed. The absence of such discussion is a serious democratic problem.” 

Svenska Dagbladet
Berlusconi queries the ECB’s remit and insults Spain with remark on female ministers
Before officially taking over as Italy's Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi has raised eyebrows with remarks on the European Central Bank's powers as well as on the Spanish government, suggesting it is has too many women. Magdalena Alvarez, Spain's Infrastructure Minister, described his remarks on women as offensive, according to EUobserver. "Many of us women would refuse to work for a government that had Mr Berlusconi as prime minister," she noted. Concerning the ECB, Berlusconi questioned yesterday whether its remit should be changed. He said: "I think that the ECB's problem is its mission. A widening of the ECB's role is needed...beyond its role of controlling inflation," he added.

EUobserver FT 

UK in beef row with Brussels
The BBC reports on the looming row over EU plans which would require that mince beef is prepared no more than six days after slaughter. The measure is designed to protect eaters of Steak Tartare in France from bacteria, but would prevent the hanging of meat and damage Scotland’s thriving beef industry.

BBC 
Environment Commissioner softens approach to German car makers
The EU Environment Commissioner has indicated that he is willing to ease pollution-reducing targets for German car manufacturers so long as the general target across Europe is maintained. Stavros Dimas told German daily Handelsblatt that he is willing to accept that large and small car manufacturers contribute differently to the overall target of reducing carbon dioxide emissions to an average of 120 grammes per kilometre by 2012.

EUobserver
Race on for new EU Justice Commissioner
EUX.TV reports that former EU Competition Commissioner Mario Monti’s name is being floated in Brussels as a possible replacement for EU Justice Commissioner Franco Frattini, who is expected to take a position in the new Italian government.  Frattini has been granted extended leave from the Commission until 28 April, after which he is not expected to return to Brussels. Another name in the frame is Italian Christian-Democrat MEP Mario Mauro. European Voice notes that Guiliano Amato, current Italian Interior Minister, also fits the bill for someone experienced in justice and home affairs who has support in the European Parliament. Meanwhile, Antonio Tajani, an MEP from Berlusconi's political group and leader of the centre-right Forza Italia party in the Parliament, a former spokesman for Berlusconi, is mounting an intense lobbying campaign to secure the post.  However the Greens/European Free Alliance group have made clear their opposition to his candidacy, arguing he is both too divisive and too lacking in independence. 

EUX.TV  European Voice
 

EU External Relations Commissioner calls for “genuine European Diplomatic Service” for energy security
Agence Europe reports on an article by EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner in French daily La Tribune, in which she argued for a “genuine European Diplomatic Service” for the EU's energy security.  She said, “With better inter-connections, our internal market will provide more flexibility and solidarity in crises. Improving our energy efficiency by 20% and having at least 20% renewable in our energy mix will reduce our hydrocarbon imports. But let us not be under any illusions. Even when all the measures are applied in 2020, we will still have to import 50% of our energy, largely hydocarbons. The EU's problem is, and will remain, the management of its imports and the security of its supplies, especially gas,” she said, noting that gas supplies come essentially from Russia, Norway, and Algeria, and that, “In this context, difficulties are increasing.”

She said: “Diversification is not only a political choice, it is a responsibility towards our fellow citizens…This diversification only makes sense if there are outlets in the EU. Hence the importance of the Nabucco and trans-Mashreq gas pipelines and future interconnections with the Gulf region and, one day, with Iran,” noting that, as it developed projects in parallel with Nabucco, Russia was pursuing its objectives “in a coherent and strategic manner to retain its place in the European market.  She asked: “Can the EU do as much? In truth, our problem is less Russia than the weakness of our collective response capabilities. Some say our difficulties result from the fact that, despite the progress brought by the Lisbon Treaty, there is no Community competence in energy. What is most serious and most urgent, however, is the lack of coordination within the EU and transparency, which are needed if we are to speak with a single voice to our partners,” she concluded. 

No link

EU and Iraq on the brink of signing an energy cooperation agreement
European Voice reports that EU Commission President Jose Barroso has said that a memorandum of understanding to import Iraqi gas to the EU via a planned pipeline across Turkey is expected to be finalised within weeks, following talks with the Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki yesterday.

Euronews European Voice EUobserver BBC
Russian moves in Caucasus provoke EU concern
The EU and NATO have said they are concerned by Russia's move to extend its links with Georgia's breakaway republics of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Referring to Russia's "unilateral decisions", EU Foreign Policy chief Javier Solana's spokesperson said: "We have always supported Georgia's territorial integrity." 

EUobserver
The FT reports on the EU's growing frustration with the slow pace of justice and home affairs reforms in Bulgaria and Romania.
FT FT2
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Buitenen names two MEPs in EP fraud case; says “an entire political group” has committed serious abuses

18 April 2008

Anti-corruption MEP Paul van Buitenen has written to Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the European Parliament, reiterating the measures he thinks should be taken to deal with the internal report of extensive misuse of allowances in the EP, which was partially revealed earlier this year. Amongst other measures, van Buitenen proposes that the findings are made public and that the EP undertakes steps to find the true scale of the misuse. He writes, “In my note of March 12th 2008, I also offered to provide more details to you Mr. President, in order to enable you to assess the situation yourself. I did not even get a confirmation of receipt.”

Van Buitenen goes on, “Please let me inform you that today, I am transmitting the first detailed allegations of abuses to the EU Antifraud Office OLAF, concerning a former Member of Parliament and a present Member of Parliament. I am requesting OLAF to assess this information and if necessary to open an official investigation into these alleged serious irregularities.” Van Buitinen says he has only revealed the names to OLAF, because wider publication would “only distract from the necessary reform process and harm the rights of defence and presumption of innocence.” He also says, “This transmission to OLAF will be followed by further transmissions to OLAF concerning other cases of alleged serious abuses committed by other Members of Parliament or even by an entire political group in the Parliament.” 

Europa-Nytt Buitenen’s letter European Voice
Economist backs Blair for EU President

The Charlemagne column in the Economist looks at the frontrunners to become the new EU President, Foreign Minister and the next Commission President.  It argues that Tony Blair would be best for the President's job: "To the outside world—India or China, say—the president will speak for Europe. If the EU wants to be a serious global actor, that points to a world figure. Unless Ms Merkel steps forward, which is improbable, the only such person in the running is Mr Blair... As one top Eurocrat sums it up, 'the boldest choice for Europe would be the three Bs: Blair, Barroso and Bildt.'"
Economist
On his Telegraph blog, Bruno Waterfield notes that the EU is set to wage war on “passive drinking”.

Telegraph Waterfield 

Mandelson: EU needs to “carefully reflect” on biofuel targets

The front page of the Economist leads with the story of the global food crisis. A leader in the paper argues that much of the blame lies with government intervention in food markets, through trade tariffs and biofuel policies. The FT reports that rice prices for the first time hit $1000 per tonne yesterday. EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson has warned of the risks of a "spiral of protectionism" caused by food price rises. 

Mandelson is interviewed on the BBC Today programme discussing prospects for a global trade deal.  He admitted that the French have not agreed to scrap the CAP, one of the biggest obstacles to a deal, but argued that the subsidies in place were non-trade distorting. He was also pressed on biofuel targets, and said the EU needed to “carefully reflect” on the policy. He argued that the targets would help farmers in Europe, but also developing countries.

Economist leader FT BBC Today BBC Independent Economist briefing
Irish farmers: If “sold out” in trade talks, we will vote ‘no’ to Lisbon Treaty

10,000 Irish farmers yesterday protested against forthcoming world trade talks in Switzerland, warning the government that a liberalising trade deal would increase the risk of the group voting ‘no’ on the Lisbon Treaty in June. The rally was held in Dublin and coincided with Jose Manuel Barroso’s visit.  Padraig Walshe, President of the Irish Farmers Association, reportedly told the crowd, "Don't come back from Geneva having sold us out. Thousands of workers in the food industry will lose their jobs, hundreds of businesses will have to close down. Don't expect us to do your bidding in the referendum".

Meanwhile, Barroso told the Forum on Europe in Dublin that he was "very attentive to the concerns of the farmers in Ireland," underlining that the Commission was sticking to its mandate at the WTO negotiations and would not go further than the 2003 CAP reform. He also said that, “the Lisbon Treaty does not change the rules on taxation” in response to Irish concerns on the issue. Agence Europe quotes Barroso saying “this time I can tell you there is no plan B”, and “I do not want to give the impression that I am putting any kind of pressure on the Irish people”.
EUobserver
FIFA to ignore EU ban on foreign players caps

FIFA, the Federation of International Football Associations, is expected to push for quotas on foreign players in football clubs to allow no more than five non-nationals on the pitch at any time, reports the BBC and EUobserver. The EU insists the plan violates laws on free movement of labour and could lead to widespread legal action.
BBC EUobserver
Antonio Tajani, Italy’s new EU Commissioner? 
Europa-Nytt reports that MEP Antonio Tajani, one of the founders of Forza Italia, has emerged as the most likely contender for the position as Italy’s new EU Commissioner. There is still a discussion in Italy as to whether Prodi’s outgoing or Berlusconi’s incoming government holds the right to appoint the Commissioner. However, according to Italian media, the most likely outcome is that Berlusconi will make the call, in which case Tajani will be appointed. 

EUobserver reports that Members of the European Parliament's Civil Liberties Committee have made clear that they will hold a tough hearing with the new Commissioner, and have stressed the importance of the Commissioner being “much more sensitive to issues of civil liberties and privacy” than his predecessor. There also seems to be some scepticism about Tajani, with UK Lib Dem MEP Sarah Ludford pointing out that he has not been in charge of a particular dossier during his 14 years in Brussels. 

EUobserver Europa-Nytt
MSP calls for £20m from EU if Commission rules ferry company subsidies are illegal

Former Scottish Executive Transport Minister, Tavish Scott, has said Scotland should get a £20m refund from the EU if the Commission finds that state aid to Northlink and Caledonian MacBrayne ferry services breaks competition rules. Scott claims the cost of tendering for new routes was about £20m due to the EU rules surrounding the process, and that the previous Holyrood administration, of which he was a member, launched an expensive tendering process, having been advised that this would comply with EU rules. He told BBC Scotland that if the advice was wrong Brussels should refund the £20m cost of the tendering process to the tax payer.

BBC
Fraud allegations against employee tipped to become President of EU’s Economic and Social Committee

European Voice reports that the Belgian Public Prosecutor is pushing for a man once tipped to become President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) to be jailed for two years. The public prosecutor called for Giacomo Regaldo, who was previously the head of the EESC's employers' section Group One, one of the three sub-divisions of the EESC, to be fined 10,000 euros and ordered to repay a total of 45,000 euros in expenses that he is alleged to have obtained fraudulently.  The prosecution alleged that he obtained compensation from Confcommercio, the Italian trade, tourism and services confederation, for travel expenses between Brussels and Italy that had already been reimbursed by the EESC, a practice known as ‘double reimbursement'.  Regaldo denied any wrongdoing, and his lawyers said that the system for claiming expenses from the EESC was far from clear and might have contributed to the mistake.  An investigation by OLAF, the Commission's anti-fraud office, concluded in 2005 that there was strong prima facie evidence that, over a six-year period, Regaldo had fraudulently claimed the cash. The EESC subsequently agreed to lift Regaldo's immunity from prosecution. The EESC, whose members are drawn from trade unions, employers' groups and other members of civil society, is consulted on EU legislation. 

European Voice
On his blog, Valery Giscard d’Estaing again calls on the French government to sign the declaration on the EU’s symbols which is annexed to the Lisbon Treaty. 

VGE blog
Berlusconi calls for EU to play “leading role” on world stage

Reuters reports that Silvio Berlusconi wants the EU to regain influence in the world, influence which he says has been reduced since he left office in 2006.  He called for a “close-knit group of leaders within the European Council” to give Europe a “leading role” on the international stage.  Meanwhile Les Echos argues that Berlusconi could be a useful ally for France.  It quotes French MEP Alain Lamassoure saying “the new Italian government could be a constructive ally for France during its EU Presidency,” noting that Berlusconi and Sarkozy share broadly the same views on foreign and defence policy, on immigration and on the CAP.  It says “The risks of divergences are limited.”  However it notes that the EU target to reduce carbon emissions by 20% by 2020 could be difficult for Italy with its budgetary problems.

Reuters
Spanish housing slump could worsen as a result of euro

The Economist has an article on the Spanish economy, noting that euro membership could cause serious problems for the country: “House prices are predicted to fall by up to 15% over three years. Negative equity threatens some home-owners. But as a member of the euro zone, Spain has no control over interest rates or the value of the currency. Builders are struggling to find buyers for homes and, worse, cannot borrow to get through hard times. Some have already gone bankrupt. The construction sector—which accounts for 60% of all bank loans—is set to shed some 400,000 jobs over the next two years.”

Economist
 

British mediums are protesting at plans to make the mystic profession subject to consumer-protection regulations drafted in Brussels.

Telegraph Independent
EU lukewarm on Bush climate plan

President Bush’s announcement yesterday of plans to halt the growth in US emissions – but not cut them – by 2025 has been criticised by the EU. Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas warned that the proposals "will not contribute to the fight against climate change." 
EUobserver 

World

Bush and Brown on Iran 

President Bush and Gordon Brown expressed mounting impatience yesterday with Iran for proceeding with its nuclear enrichment work. Brown, who said he would be talking to other European leaders about further tightening economic sanctions against Iran, said, "I make no apology" for doing so, so long as Tehran defies UN demands that it halt its enrichment program.
IHT
April 21

Government’s refusal of a referendum to be challenged in High Court tomorrow

21 April 2008

Businessman Stuart Wheeler will go to the High Court in London tomorrow to seek a judicial review of the Government's decision to not hold a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. He will claim that Lisbon is almost entirely the same as the Constitutional Treaty on which the Government promised to hold a referendum and the Government should therefore hold a vote on the Treaty, having created a legitimate expectation.

Telegraph
 
SNP conference votes in favour of consultative EU referendum
The Press Association reports that delegates at the SNP's spring conference urged the Scottish Government to hold a consultative referendum on the EU Constitution.  Alex Orr, from the party's Merchiston and Morningside branch, said: "While Gordon Brown continues to show his distrust of the electorate and has broken his promise to hold a referendum, it is vital that a vote is held here in Scotland." At the end of the debate delegates voted in favour of the resolution.    

PA
 

German Agriculture Minister says agricultural subsidies “should not be questioned at all”
Deutsche-Welle reports that German Agriculture Minister Horst Seehofer has called for a drastic rise in European agricultural production, in a reverse of the bloc's previous agricultural policy, to counter rising world food prices and shortages. He said "We need a farming renaissance, and an increase in agricultural production in Germany, in the whole of the European Union and, more especially, in the developing countries… We have to produce more foodstuffs worldwide in order to prevent further price jumps...We have to recognise once again that agriculture is a question of national interest in every country and not a peripheral issue.”  He insisted that farming still had to be protected by subsidies, saying, "Agricultural subventions should not be questioned at all, the way it's happening now.”

DW
 

Head of IMF: biofuels present a “moral problem”
Commission backing down on biofuel targets? 
Le Monde reports that the head of the IMF, Dominique Strauss Kahn, has said that biofuels “pose a real moral problem”, and according to AFP he called for a moratorium on using food crops to power cars, trucks and buses. 

 Saturday’s Guardian reported on comments made by “Commission officials” which suggested that the Commission may be backing away from its target of a 10% quota of biofuels by 2020, amid a series of critical reports and comments from scientific advisers, UN authorities, leaders in Europe, non-government organisations and environmental lobbies.  

 One Commission official is quoted saying, "The target is now secondary," adding that high standards of "sustainability" being drafted for biofuels sourcing and manufacture would make it impossible for the target to be met. Another source indicated that the Commission would not object if European governments scrapped their own targets, and a third Commission official said, “This is all very sensitive and fast-moving. There is now a lot of new evidence on biofuels and the commission has become a prisoner of this process."

 The article also quotes Professor Laszlo Somlyody, who led a team of climate scientists analysing the policy for the European Environment Agency, saying, “The policy may have negative impacts on soil, water, and biodiversity. This can lead to serious problems." 

FT Guardian Guardian WSJ 

 

Europol to get new powers;
French Interior Minister calls for “action” on Home affairs issues 
The European Police Office, Europol, will be turned into an EU agency and given a broader scope of action, EU ministers agreed on 18 April. The change will also extend Europol's mandate. Currently, it is only authorised to help member states prevent and combat organised crime. As an EU agency, it will also be able to help member states fight terrorism and other serious crimes, even where there is no link to criminal gangs. Agence Europe reports that Europol “is seen as the embryonic beginnings of a future European police force.”

 

Agence Europe quotes French Interior Minister Michèle Alliot-Marie saying “I've had enough of all the meetings where there is a lot of fine talk and no progress. It's time to translate words into action,” after taking part in the EU Justice and Home Affairs meeting. Saying that she wanted to begin work in a large number of areas, she announced that, during the upcoming French EU Presidency, she intended to bring forward a proposal to combat cyber-crime. “We need to have a technical headstart on terrorists and serious crime,” she said. She also revealed that among the work being prepared was joint training for European police officers, and the launch of genuine European civil protection. 

European Voice
 

Brown deal bars Blair from top EU job
The Independent on Sunday reported that Gordon Brown has agreed a deal with France and Germany not to back a candidate for the EU President that any one of them has objections to.  A British diplomat was quoted saying, "We have agreed with France and Germany not to back a candidate one of the others doesn't want."  France's President Nicolas Sarkozy has lobbied on behalf of Tony Blair, but the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, is reported to be opposed.  Under the terms of the deal this would effectively bar Blair from the top job.  However, it is reported that Blair is now considering putting himself forward to be the EU's new Foreign Minister.

Independent on Sunday EUobserver
 

Brown calls for a "truly global society"; backs plans to give EU greater intervention role abroad
In a speech in Boston on Friday Gordon Brown called for the creation of "a truly global society".  Brown's vision included, " a new World Bank; a new International Monetary Fund; a reformed and renewed United Nations mandated and resourced that is greater than the sum of its parts; strong regional organisations from the European Union to the African Union able to bring to a troubled world the humanitarian aid, peacekeeping and the support for stability and reconstruction that has been absent for too long — all built around a new global society founded on revitalised international rules and institutions, and grounded in the great values we share in common."

 

He also spoke of the need to "secure a new global climate change agreement – with the UN at its centre - with binding targets for all developed countries, including America and Britain. I want to see at least a halving of global emissions by 2050. And we need new incentives for developing and emerging economies - helping them slow their growth in emissions through new flows of finance and technology. A global agreement is more than a set of targets: it must include an international carbon market as the surest and most efficient way to achieve our aims - eventually generating up to $100 billion dollars a year to fund ‘green’ development." 

Brown speech Guardian-Kettle Guardian Independent-leader IHT
 

Incitement to terrorism to become an EU offence 
EU ministers have agreed to punish incitement to terrorism through the internet. Public provocation to commit terrorist attacks, as well as recruiting and training people for terrorism will be punishable offences throughout the EU. EU officials claimed that the decision to punish propaganda, recruitment and training for terrorism through the internet filled an important gap in European legislation. Britain, Spain and Italy already punish public incitement to terrorism. 

BBC European Voice DW
 

Leading Swedish social democrats want labour market “opt-out” in Lisbon Treaty 
Saturday’s Svenska Dagbladet looked at the growing disagreements among Sweden’s social democrats and unions over the EU. In the wake of the ECJ’s Laval ruling – perceived on the left as landing a blow against the country’s “social model” – several leading figures in the party are now calling for an “opt-out” to be written into the Lisbon Treaty, which would exclude Sweden from all EU law that could upset the country’s structure of collective bargaining and employees’ rights. It is noted that Social Democrat leader Mona Sahlin may find it hard to discipline her entire party to vote ‘yes’ to the Lisbon Treaty when it comes before the Riksdag, something which could delay ratification.  

Svenska Dagbladet 

 

EU noise regulations threaten bagpipes and music concerts
The Sunday Times reported that from this month bagpipers must adhere to strict volume limits or risk breaking EU health and safety laws. Bands have been ordered to tone down or wear earplugs to limit noise exposure to 85 decibels.  Typically, a pipe band played at full volume peaks at 122 decibels outdoors, and musicians have warned performances will suffer.  The rules also affect rock and classical musicians, and the IHT reports at length on the impact on classical musicians and concerts, quoting the chairman of the players’ committee at the Royal Opera House in London saying that being told they will have to wear earplugs during rehearsals and performances is “like saying to a racing-car driver that they have to wear a blindfold.”

Sunday Times IHT
 

Pacific islands attack EU’s “harsh and domineering attitude” over EPAs
In a letter to Peter Mandelson, the Cook Islands' Foreign Affairs Minister Wilkie Rasmussen has attacked Mandelson’s "harsh and unnecessarily domineering attitude" towards the Pacific negotiators over the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), and said that this had resulted in division within the Pacific negotiating group.  Papua New Guinea and Fiji were forced to sign an interim agreement "because of the fear that they would lose their preferential trade arrangements with the European Union." 

 Oxfam New Zealand Executive Director Barry Coates said the European states have had a major influence on the economic and social development of the Pacific, and that the EPAs should have been an opportunity to forge a 21st century partnership that would help the region to make the most of the relationship by providing new tools for development. "Sadly, as these letters reveal, the European Commission negotiators have taken a hard-nosed approach that has resulted in two Pacific countries being compelled to agree an interim deal to protect their existing exports. Hopes of a new partnership for development lie in tatters, and an airbus has been flown through prospects for regional solidarity," Mr Coates said.

The Fiji Times
 Carr on "futility" of Parliament
In Saturday's Independent Simon Carr looked at the increasing powerlessness of the House of Commons.  He gave as an example a debate on the EU budget: "I remember sitting in European Standing Committee B some years ago listening to MPs debating whether or not to approve the EU budget. After 45 minutes they voted it through. I was watching the river flow outside. The EU was entirely indifferent to this process of scrutiny, so called. 'What would happen if the committee voted not to approve the budget?' I asked one of the members. He laughed, as though I was trying to be funny."

Independent
 Government failed to stop “ridiculous” all day light requirement for cars
The News of the World reported that the UK Government failed to stop the EU law that from 2011 and onwards will require all cars to have their lights on all day. Shadow Transport Secretary Theresa Villiers called the measure “ridiculous”, adding “[the law] is dangerous because motorcyclists, which have their lights on all the time, will no longer stand out.”

No link 

 Finland halts migrant transfer to Greece after UN criticism
Finland has suspended sending migrants back to Greece following the UN refugee agency's sharp criticism of conditions faced by asylum seekers there. According to EU rules in place since 2003 – the so-called Dublin II regulation - the first EU member state that a migrant enters should be the one to examine his or her asylum application, meaning that other member states regularly send asylum claimants back to Greece, as the country is often the first EU country a migrant steps foot in.

EUobserver
 Russia questions value of EU’s Nabucco energy pipeline
Moscow has questioned the viability of the EU-backed Nabucco energy corridor, a pipeline designed to lessen the bloc's dependency on Russia. "I know a few things about political geography. The only way to fill the Nabucco pipeline is to rely on Iranian gas," Russian Ambassador to the EU Vladimir Chizhov told journalists last week. He added: "But then, it's up to the West, I would not tell the EU to make up its mind how to deal with Iran. Either bomb Iran or buy its gas."

EUobserver
 Booker: EU is enforcing secret laws
Writing in the Sunday Telegraph, Christopher Booker commented on the case of a man who boarded a flight in Vienna only to be ordered off because he was carrying two tennis rackets. The rackets are ‘prohibited items’ according to EU regulations that the Commission is refusing to publish. 

Sunday Telegraph
 Crain's Manchester Business magazine looks at how the EU's Biocidal Product Directive will cost a chemicals company in Oldham between £4-6.5m. 
Crain's
 A leader in Saturday's Guardian looked at the "dark clouds gathering over euroland", such as the house price bubbles in Ireland, Holland and Spain, and the damage done to exporters by the high euro.
Guardian-leader
 EU interior ministers have agreed to give the European Commission the green light to negotiate terms for visa-free travel to the US for all EU states. 

European Voice Le Monde BBC EUobserver
April 22

Stuart Wheeler predicts courts will grant judicial review in legal challenge to EU Constitution

22 April 2008

 Stuart Wheeler appeared on the BBC Radio 4 programme World at One yesterday predicting that his legal challenge against the Government for not holding a referendum on the EU Constitution will result in the courts granting a judicial review.  He said, "Our complaint is against the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary for refusing to hold a referendum, which they could well have done, without interfering with Parliament in any way at all.  This is going to be argued at a high level by excellent barristers and I believe we shall get the permission we need." He told the Telegraph that he hoped the legal challenge would be seen as an initiative "on behalf of all those of us – well over half the population – who want our say in a referendum" on the EU Constitution.

 A leader in the Telegraph argues, "The action does not attempt to cause the courts to over-rule Parliament's ratification of the treaty: it is taken against the executive, not the legislature, and is based on the established legal doctrine of 'legitimate expectation', which has successful precedents. In a previous case, the principle was explained as 'a requirement of good administration, by which public bodies ought to deal straightforwardly and consistently with the public'. Let Mr Wheeler's action stand as a test of whether any government should be permitted to flout the most basic standards of honest dealing with the nation."

 If you would like to donate to Stuart Wheeler’s campaign please click here.

Telegraph Telegraph-leader BBC WATO
 Brown wants review of biofuel policies 
Retuers reports that Gordon Brown yesterday hosted a meeting with experts, discussing the merits and risks of biofuels. Brown said that the Government will push for changes in the EU’s biofuels targets if a review of British policy shows rising biofuels production drives up food prices and harms the environment. Meanwhile, the Telegraph notes that Bob Watson, the Chief Scientist at DEFRA, has said that using food crops for fuel is environmentally, socially and economically unacceptable.

Telegraph BBC Reuters 

 EU wildlife directives halt Scottish windfarm
The Scottish Government has rejected proposals to build the UK's largest windfarm on the Hebridean island of Lewis because the island has been designated a protected wildlife site by EU directives.  The plan to build the wind farm is part of the UK's commitment to produce 15% of its energy from renewable sources by 2020 - a goal set by the EU.  

 In the Independent, Dominic Lawson looks at the costs of renewable energy: "the prevailing historically high prices of oil and gas provide domestic heating at between a half and a fifth of the cost of similar amounts of energy from renewables. By chance, I spoke about this last week to the head of E.ON UK, the British arm of Europe's biggest supplier of wind power. Paul Golby explained to me that, because it was very hard to envisage much of a contribution from renewables for energy used by transport, this means that we would need to generate about 45% of our domestic electricity bills from such sources - principally wind power – in order to conform with the EU directive known as the Renewables Obligation. According to Mr Golby, meeting such a commitment will involve an increase in electricity generating costs of about £10bn per year; this is equivalent to almost £400 per household – or, in the roughest terms, an increase of about 40 per cent in annual electricity bills. Try selling that to the British public; and, of course, the Government hasn't... after his taxing experience of the past few weeks, I imagine that Gordon Brown will be wondering just how to get out of the Government's commitment to do exactly that, as part of the EU Renewables Obligation. He'll be in company, of course – the company of every other European leader. The only uncertainty is whether they'll admit it – even to each other, in private."

Independent Independent-Lawson Independent-leader
 
MEPs are calling for an EU wide donor card system to be put in place.
BBC
 Juncker says EU President must not be “an empty figurehead”
MEPs have indicated that they will use their budgetary powers to limit the role of the new EU President created under the Lisbon Treaty.  The Chair of the EP's Budget Committee, Reimer Boege, has urged member states to show a "flexible and responsible approach" when they work out the budget, to ensure that the salary and staff set-up for the President does not exceed that of the Commission President. It is reported that MEPs are concerned that the new President may "take over an executive function" as opposed to a merely administrative one. Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker – a contender for the post – has stressed the President should not be "an empty figurehead or a director of ceremonies.”

EUobserver
 Fine Gael calls for “honest” debate on the Treaty – but talks only about Ireland’s membership
The Irish Times reports that Fine Gael leader Enda Kenny has called for "an honest and rational debate" on the Lisbon Treaty.  He said, “I firmly believe that this debate must be an honest and rational one. It must be based on facts, rather than on misinformation. I fully respect the right of people to oppose the Treaty but I call on them to focus their arguments on the actual Treaty provisions rather than on unrelated issues.”  However he then went on to say: “Far from being a threat to our economic prosperity, I firmly believe that EU membership has been pivotal and essential to Ireland’s success story. It has ended our economic dependence on Britain and opened up new and fruitful markets for Irish products. When we couldn’t afford to invest in our infrastructure, it was our European partners who stepped in. If they hadn’t, the economic progress of the past 15 years would not have been possible.  At this time of economic uncertainty in Ireland, with growth forecasts falling, unemployment rapidly rising, tax revenues much lower than forecast, and a record Budget deficit in prospect, it is more important than ever that Ireland continues to strengthen its place at the heart of the European Union.”

Irish Times
 French report urges “European solidarity” in energy policy
Le Figaro looks at a report commissioned by the French government and written by Claude Mandil, former head of the International Energy Agency, which urges the necessity for Europe to “speak with one voice” on energy policy, and argues for harmonisation of European energy regulation, and, in the words of Le Figaro, “real European solidarity in energy.”

No link

 Sarkozy consults Jospin on EU Presidency
Le Figaro reports that Nicolas Sarkozy has consulted former Socialist Prime Minister Lionel Jospin on the upcoming EU Presidency, receiving him at the Elysée.  Jospin was the last prime minister to hold the EU Presidency, with Jacques Chirac, in 2000.  He is quoted saying, “Reconciling the European people with Europe, perhaps means not forgetting that Europe also has a social vocation.”

Le Figaro AFP
 German MEP calls for a “Union for Eastern Europe”
Agence Europe reports that German MEP (EEP-ED) Ingo Friedrich has said that the EU should offer a “third way”, something between accession and the European neighbourhood policy (ENP), to neighbouring countries in Europe which have European aspirations. Using the “Union for the Mediterranean”, which is to be officially launched in Paris on 13 July, as an example, the EU should now create a “Union for Eastern Europe” covering Ukraine, Moldova and Southern Caucasus countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia). These countries all want one day to become members of the EU, but for the moment they are part of the ENP which gives them no prospect of accession. Friedrich says a Union for Eastern Europe would provide a sort of “cordon sanitaire” within which the five countries could move closer to Europe “over the next 20 years”, without requiring the EU to address the issue of future accession immediately. 

No link

 Deutsche Welle reports that the EU in June will open two new chapters – business law and intellectual property – in the accession talks with Turkey. 
DW
 Le Figaro reports that French Prime Minister François Fillon has called for Morocco to have “advanced status” in the EU.  
Le Figaro AFP
 
UK

 Spink becomes UKIP's first MP
Former Conservative MP Bob Spink has joined UKIP to give the anti-EU party its first seat in the House of Commons.  Spink claims that the Conservatives have been "dishonest" over their policies on the EU.  He said, "They heap criticism on other parties for bringing (the EU Reform Treaty) forward, and yet they refuse point blank to do anything about it if they get power.  That is a dishonest position to hold with the public." 

Independent BBC Telegraph
Bulgaria ‘back door’ to Britain?
The Telegraph reports that more than 1,000 Moldovans, Ukrainians and Russians every month are applying for Bulgarian nationality, which has led some to claim that many successful applicants head straight to Britain for work.  The numbers of Bulgarians and Romanians visiting Britain has risen by 77% in the last year. 

Telegraph 
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MEPs vote for pay increase and then to cover up European Parliament fraud

23 April 2008

Europe

  MEPs voted yesterday to cover up a report showing widespread abuse of allowances worth £125 million every year. The MEPs also rejected calls, supported by the European Ombudsman, for the names of 407 MEPs who receive a second voluntary pension to be published. Officials have suggested that "a significant number" of MEPs illegally pay their personal contributions to the pension scheme from their office allowances.

Chris Davies, a Liberal Democrat MEP, attacked the latest cover-up as bringing "discredit and dishonour upon the entire parliament.”  He added, “Far from cleaning up their act, a majority of MEPs seem intent on allowing greed and self-interest to triumph over the proper financial management of public money".

 European Voice reports that MEPs yesterday also approved the EU’s budget for 2006 – despite the Court of Auditors failing to sign off the EU’s accounts for the thirteenth year running. According to Danish daily Jyllands-Posten the budget was approved by 582 votes to 77. In return for approval, the EP demanded that the Commission adopted a new action plan under which member states will have to provide national declarations on the use of structural funds signed by finance ministers, or funds will be frozen. The EP also voted to increase the pay for its members and assistants, under a new statute that will come into force in 2009, and agreed that MEPs should not employ family members – although stopping short of making such a requirement legally binding. 

 The Telegraph notes that the requirement not to employ family members will be buried in “a general long-term review of allowances”, expected to take place over the next year, and quotes a parliamentary official saying, "Don't hold your breath, things have a way of disappearing like this." 

Sun Telegraph EUobserver Mail Independent Swedish Television El Pais Jyllands-Posten European Voice 
 

UK Government and EU Commission set for clash on biofuels
The front page of the FT reports that expectations of a rethink of support for biofuels in Europe and the US contributed to a record oil price of $120 a barrel yesterday.

 Gordon Brown said yesterday that the UK could push for a change in the EU target to increase the proportion of biofuel to 10 per cent of road fuels by 2020. He said that if a UK Government review of the impact of biofuels now under way “shows that we need to change our approach, we will also push for change in EU biofuels targets”. UK Energy Minister Malcolm Wicks yesterday said, “It would be ridiculous if we fill up our cars with 5-10 per cent of biofuels if the consequences are that somewhere else in the world people are not being fed.” He said, “We need to have a second look [at the EU’s biofuels target]. I think we will.”

 Nonetheless, the European Commission has been defending its 10 per cent target. Asked by reporters on Monday whether the EU was reconsidering its position on the biofuels target, a spokesman said: “The answer is very simple. No.”

Swedish Radio FT Times Times 2 BBC Today (20 mins in) Scotsman Independent El Pais EUobserver Telegraph
 

Lib Dems in the Lords will not table any amendments to Lisbon Treaty Bill – claim we don’t need any more scrutiny
PA reports that the Liberal Democrats in the Lords have not tabled any amendments to the European Union (Amendment) Bill, which brings into force the Lisbon Treaty. The Conservatives, crossbenchers and UKIP peers have tabled nearly 170 amendments for the Bill's six-day committee stage, which began yesterday. However, there are no amendments from the Liberal Democrats.

Lib Dem leader Nick Clegg controversially ordered his MPs to abstain in the Commons on a demand from the Conservatives for a referendum on the Treaty, sparking three frontbench resignations. However, the Lib Dems in the Lords have changed from this position, and are set to support the Government in the Upper House.

 For the Conservatives, Lord Howell of Guildford said: "I am actually amazed that they have not put down a single amendment and they really seem to have given up on their proper duty of scrutiny and improvement in this chamber. I thought that was what they were here for… I now wonder why they have bothered to walk into the Lords today, if they are not going to play any part in the Bill except to tick the Brussels boxes."

 For the Lib Dems, Lord Wallace of Saltaire replied: "It is not line-by-line scrutiny that we need. Line-by-line scrutiny of the treaty has already been well undertaken by well over 100 peers in the Lords EU select committees."

PA
 Europaportalen reports that a revised version of the Commission’s Health Directive will be re-tabled on June 25. 
Europaportalen
 EU to propose oil stocks directive that could cost UK £6bn
The Guardian reports that the European Union has launched a public consultation over the oil reserves member states hold to cushion themselves against unexpected oil crises. The Commission has indicated that it is planning to announce a legislative proposal in the second half of the year, the paper notes. A previous EU proposal, which would have increased emergency oil stocks to 120 days, was blocked by the UK and other member states in 2003. The Government estimated that the rejected proposal would have cost £3bn to implement. Research by Open Europe suggests that the implementation cost would now be over £6bn.
Forbes Guardian Open Europe Research
 Legal bid to force a referendum goes ahead
The Telegraph reports on businessman Stuart Wheeler’s legal bid to force a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty. Rabinder Singh QC argued in the High Court yesterday that the Government had created “a legitimate expectation” that it would hold a vote and that ministers’ decision to “resile from their promise” should be declared unlawful. The judge indicated that he would consider the case over the next few weeks.

Stuart Wheeler's website  

 Denmark to review its opt-outs from the Treaties – referendum in September? 
The Danish centre-right minority government is to invite other domestic political parties to discuss its opt-outs from the European Union, Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen said yesterday. Rasmussen told reporters that the invitation would include the pro-EU parties in Parliament. Denmark joined the EU in 1973, but obtained opt-outs after voters initially rejected the Maastricht Treaty in a 1992 referendum. The opt-outs relate to the euro and certain aspects of security and defence policy, and justice and home affairs. Rasmussen said the opt-outs were no longer necessary and "contrary to fundamental Danish interests."

Earth Times
 

French Europe Minister: We must have single position on Olympics; 
We are European, not atlanticists 
In an interview with Polish daily Gazeta Wyborcza last week, which is published on the French Foreign Office site, Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner says “We really need a European pact on migration and asylum.  For countries like France, Spain or Italy, this problem is becoming more and more pressing.  We must respect asylum policy and human rights, and, at the same time, regulate the flow of immigrants.”  

Meanwhile, in an interview with Europe 1, also last week, French Europe Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet said: “There will have to be a common [EU] position concerning the opening ceremony” of the Olympic Games.  He says “It will be up to the President of the Republic, who will be the President in charge of the EU at that moment, to make sure that there is a European position.  We are taking up the EU Presidency on 1 July, but there will be a European Council under the Slovenian Presidency at the end of June.  You could very well have a common position taken from the end of June by the Europeans.”  He said “The President of the Republic will need this common position to be able to determine his own position.”  Jouyet also denied that the government is becoming more ‘atlanticist’, saying “I don’t think there has been a shift towards the Atlantic.”  He said: “I have my convictions.  They are European and not ‘atlantacist’.  The important thing is that we favour the construction of a European defence.”  Asked whether Italy under Berlusconi will be a problem for France, he said: “I hope we will get the best Berlusconi, the one that wants to reform, that wants to move forward on the economic level and who wants a political Europe.  On all of those levels, we will obviously cooperate well with Italy.”  Jouyet said: “The French President’s dream is to ensure that Europe becomes a political reality, that it is less a non-identified object than a concrete, political Europe which, in particular, takes hold of its destiny.”

 In an article in Le Figaro, Graham Watson, the leader of the ALDE group  in the European Parliament, writes: “Rarely has a member of the EU taken so much care in preparing its presidency of the Council as France in 2008”. 

French Foreign Office
 Dutch MPs call for strengthening of interparliamentary links amid concern that Lisbon Treaty provisions are “just empty words”
Agence Europe reports that two Dutch MPs, Luuk Blom from the ruling PvdA and Han ten Broeke of the opposition VVD, have called for a strengthening of COSAC – the body which has brought together national parliaments' European affairs committees and representatives of the European Parliament twice a year since 1989.  They want it to become the place where national parliaments adopt their stances on all Commission proposals, meaning it would have to become more structured, meet at least every two months, and have its administrative capacity reinforced.  They said: “It is only by creating good coordination between national parliaments that we can guarantee that their new powers of scrutiny on subsidiarity and proportionality, provided for by the Lisbon Treaty, will not be just empty words.”  They will invite their European colleagues to take up the call at the next COSAC meeting in Ljubljana on 7-8 May.  They say that several parliaments (Belgium, the Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland and Sweden) have already indicated their support.  The two MPs are also proposing to hold COSAC meetings and all European summits in Strasbourg, with Brussels becoming the only seat of the European Parliament.

No link

 France to get EU justice portfolio in Commission reshuffle – 
Italy to get transport to save Alitalia? 
The Coulisses de Bruxelles blog reports that Commission President Jose Barroso yesterday released a statement saying that if Franco Frattini leaves to become a member of the Italian government, current Transport Commissioner Jacques Barrot will take over from him as Justice and Internal Affairs Commissioner, and the Italian government will appoint a Commissioner to fill the transport portfolio. 

 The blog notes that France “will inherit an eminently sensitive portfolio just as JHA, thanks to the Lisbon Treaty which will enter into force in January 2009, becomes a community matter.  This means that the Commission will rediscover its monopoly of initiative, and qualified majority voting and co-decision with the European Parliament will become the rule.  It will therefore be the end of paralysing unanimity and minimum harmonisation.  Barrot will be able to make his mark on the new institutional mechanisms that will have to be established.  In Italy, they’re not unhappy either to find themselves with the transport portfolio just when the Commission is about to make an announcement about the future of Alitalia, the national airline company.”

 BBC Europe Correspondent Mark Mardell however judges this interpretation to be “wide of the mark”, and sees the move as an attempt by Barroso to ‘get his own back’ at Berlusconi. European Voice notes that Italian MEP Antonio Tajani is expected to be nominated as Italy’s EU Commissioner.

Coulisses de Bruxelles El Pais EUobserver BBC
 Berlin leaves door open for Blair EU Presidency bid
The FT reports that Germany is leaving the door open for Tony Blair to become a candidate for the European Union presidency but is not going so far as to offer public support. Berlin says there is no "anti-Blair pact" or plot among EU countries to prevent Blair from becoming president, in spite of reports that Angela -Merkelis at the heart of opposition to his candidature. 

FT
 Germany to quash EU climate change ambitions?
An article in Le Figaro asks whether the French EU Presidency, under pressure from Germany, will be the “gravedigger” of EU ambitions in the fight against climate change. It notes that Germany is increasingly critical of the Commission’s plans, which will be negotiated and finalised by the end of December.  It says that Berlin is not questioning the EU’s renewables and carbon reduction targets, but “Merkel’s government, which is demanding more flexibility, refuses to let the conditions be dictated by Brussels.”  The Germans are particularly irritated by a proposal to reduce emissions specifically in the automobile sector.

No link

 Commission proposes working group to reconcile free movement and unions’ rights 
Swedish Radio reports that the EU Commission has proposed that a ”working group” will look into how free movement and unions’ rights can be reconciled, following the recent labour market rulings in the Viking- Laval and Ruffert cases. The group will also look into how different member states’ labour market rules relate to one another. Swedish Social Democrat Jan Andersson – who leads a similar working group in the European Parliament – is quoted saying that the proposal “will not be enough to prevent social dumping.” 

Swedish Radio 

 Le Monde reports that France is keen to avoid a WTO agreement on agriculture, which the head of the WTO Pascal Lamy wants before the end of May.
Le Monde
 MEPs call for EU stance on communist crimes
Several MEPs have called on the EU to formally recognise crimes committed by Stalinist regimes and compensation for its victims on the same terms as victims of the Nazis. However, the European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE-NGL) grouping in the Parliament is opposed to equating the crimes of Nazism with those of Stalinism. The GUE-NGL brings together MEPs from left-wing parties, including some who while not supporting Stalinism still call themselves communists.

EUobserver
 EU carving up Europe into regions
Coinciding with St George’s day, several papers look at the EU’s “regional map”, which divides Europe into regions with no reference to countries. It is noted that the EU in some instances also has facilitated separate cross-border regional administrations, as in the case of the Transmanche region of Southern England and Northern France, which has its own “assembly”. A leader in the Sun argues, “This is the latest step in the accelerating collapse of British sovereignty — and the unstoppable growth of unaccountable EU power.”

Sun Sun leader Telegraph Mail
 

The IHT notes that European countries are due to build about 50 coal-fired plants over the next five years, which will be in use for the next five decades.
IHT
 Turkey could join the European Union in 10 to 15 years if it remains fully committed to the reform path, EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn has said.
EUobserver
April 24

Barroso asks Commissioners to avoid “provocations” ahead of Irish referendum on Lisbon Treaty

24 April 2008

 Le Monde reports that “The Commission doesn’t want to do anything that would risk jeopardising the ratification procedure of the Lisbon Treaty, notably in Ireland, where the text must be submitted to a referendum.”  It says: “The work on a common company tax base has therefore been swept under the carpet, so as not to inflame the Irish debate, even though it will be re-launched under the French Presidency.”  According to the paper Commission President Jose Barroso has asked his colleagues to avoid “provocations”.  A close aide of one of the Commissioners is quoted as saying: “It’s the Bolkestein Directive syndrome which is paralysing all initiative.”  The paper notes: “At the beginning of the year, Barroso forced Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson to abandon a proposal to reform trade defence instruments which had been criticised by several member states, including Germany and France.  A bitterly disputed proposal for a directive on the mobility of patients within the EU has been delayed since the end of 2007; it may reappear before the summer in a watered down version.” 

European Voice Le Monde  

 Germany backing France in opposing CAP reform 
The Times reports that Germany yesterday came out backing the French proposal to maintain direct subsidies to farmers after 2013, from which date the UK and some other member states want to scrap market distorting subsidies. Germany joined France in opposing the concessions on farm subsidies that Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson is proposing in order to reach a deal in the Doha trade talks. Horst Seehofer, the German Agriculture Minister, said, “We have to make sure that we can provide this continent with food sustainability and make sure that we produce enough to combat poverty in the developing world. In the future we will have food conflicts . . . and we have to make sure that the population here is fed at prices that are affordable. Food security is a demand of our population.” He said that he could not see how that could be done "by taking away subsidies from European farmers."

 A British diplomat in Brussels dismissed the ‘food security’ argument, saying: “You cannot spend 45 per cent of the EU budget on 5 per cent of the population who produce 3 per cent of the EU’s output.”

 The IHT notes that the German government may be internally divided, with Seehofer’s comments not necessarily reflecting the position of the country's finance ministry.

 The Times also notes that due to dwindling supplies, some British shopkeepers and the US retailer Wal-Mart have started to ration rice sales - the first time that food rationing has been introduced in the US. In a separate piece in the Times, Ross Clark argues that the root cause behind increased food prices is the EU paying farmers for “virtually anything…other than producing food”.  Meanwhile, the FT notes that prices on farmland in the UK have risen by 40 per cent over the last year, as a result of the increased demand for commodities. 

Times Times-CAP FT DW IHT
 
Slovenian President attacks “backdoor deals” over future EU President
Radio Netherlands Worldwide reports that the President of Slovenia Danilo Türk, who currently holds the rotating EU Presidency, has denounced secret meetings to decide on the new EU President.  He says he is unhappy about “backdoor deals” to pick a candidate for the post amid a growing number of reports that German Chancellor Angela Merkel has been making 'pacts' with French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Britain's Gordon Brown to block Tony Blair's candidature.  He said: “I don't want to speculate about names, but I have to say that the [selection] process is far from encouraging [...] It's just not good enough to have these [...] small groups of statesmen discussing the issue. We need a proper democratic process. We should not have a backdoor process.”  

 Berlin has denied persistent rumours of an "anti-Blair pact" despite the fact that Ms Merkel reportedly is opposed to the former British leader's candidature. Turk also voiced concern that too little thought was going into the post of EU Foreign Minister.  He said: “The EU is a huge aid donor but this is not reflected in our political power. But national foreign ministers still have not agreed on what powers to give this new EU Foreign Minister so that we can be more effective abroad."

RNW
 OLAF uncovers tobacco subsidies scam 
A scheme involving the claiming of EU agricultural subsidies for over 900,000 tons of non-existent raw tobacco has been discovered by the Italian police with the support of the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF). There are currently 80 individuals under investigation by the Italian judicial authorities in the context of this operation named “Ghost Tobacco”. The illegally claimed Community funds are to be recovered and administrative fines of around 20 million Euros have been imposed.

OLAF Press Release
 

Concerns in Africa persist over “imperialist” EU trade deals
There are various reports of concerns within African governments and development NGOs over the impact of the EU’s Economic Partnership Agreements, controversial trade opening pacts being negotiated between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) states.  In December 2007, 35 ACP countries, including 19 African countries, signed up to interim EPAs with the EU Commission as a prelude to signing full EPAs in 2008.

 As a conference in Ghana yesterday, Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry of South Africa, Mr R. Davies, said EPAs would not deliver the benefits they claimed to offer ACP countries, adding that “the devil is in the details of the agreements”. Davies argued that whilst EPAs contain provisions that require ACP countries to liberalise tariffs on 80% of goods received from Europe, their exports to the European markets would still nonetheless be subjected to safety standards and tariffs.

 Malawi's President Bingu wa Mutharika said at a press conference earlier this month that he will not allow Malawi to sign up to an EPA on current terms because it would not benefit Malawians. Mutharika went as far as to accuse the EU of "imperialism". He was critical of the EU's strategy of using aid as a lever to cajole developing countries into signing EPAs. “This is imperialism by the EU which we must fight against because the EDF funding has nothing to do with EPA conditionalities. They are doing this in order to punish those that who are not signing their agreements”, he said. 

 Mutharika asked, “if the agreement is so good, why do they have to force people to sign?" 

All Africa IPS Daily Graphic
 Attendance at EU Commission meetings “a complete farce”
Le Monde reports that EU Industry Commissioner Gunther Verheugen has announced he will be retiring after his second mandate.  Noting that Markos Kyprianou also quit several weeks ago as EU Health Commissioner to become Cypriot Foreign Minister, Le Monde reports that the Commission appears to be winding down.  It notes that barely 14 of the 27 Commissioners participated in the last weekly meeting on 22 March in Strasbourg. “It’s a complete farce” said one participant.  

European Voice Le Monde  

 Galileo wins 2.4 billion euro bailout from taxpayers
The European Parliament yesterday approved a 2.4bn euro bailout for the EU’s troubled satellite project, Galileo.  EU governments decided in November to use taxpayers' money to rescue the project, which is over budget and behind schedule, and failed to secure the private investment originally sought. Construction of the first 26 satellites will begin at the start of next year.

IHT European Voice
 A leader in the Mail argues that “Advocates for the EU complain that it is denigrated as corrupt and obsessed with creating a European superstate. Sadly, with every passing day it's clearer that this so-called 'caricature' is only too true”.
Mail leader
 Portugal has become the tenth country to ratify the Lisbon Treaty.
Coulisses de Bruxelles
  Le Monde reports that France and the UK want to intensify sanctions against Iran – which are starting to impact on its economic growth – but are having trouble finding consensus within the EU.  The French plan to tackle the issue during the French Presidency.
No link

 Sarkozy to consult EU leaders on Olympics ceremony boycott 
The IHT reports that Nicolas Sarkozy appears to have been softening his stance on a possible boycott of the opening ceremony of the Olympics, with a spokesman saying that “there are no conditions” for Sarkozy attending, and that the President will consult the EU before making a decision on whether or not to attend. 

IHT
 France takes further step towards scrapping enlargement referendums
The French government yesterday approved plans for a constitutional reform that would scrap the obligation for France to hold a referendum on any further enlargement of the EU after Croatia. "We believe this safeguard doesn't really make sense. It sets a general rule when what we need is a case-by-case approach, in particular for Turkey," a government spokesman said.

EUobserver
 Kosovo eyes EU membership in 2015
Two months after unilaterally seceding from Serbia, Kosovo has made it clear it wants to join the EU, setting 2015 as its accession goal. "After independence, our national aspiration is to join the EU," Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuci said yesterday.

EUobserver
 In the IHT, Roger Cohen argues that the problem is not the idea of biofuels, but tariffs and skewed subsidies which keep out environmentally friendly biofuels, such as ethanol from Brazil. 
IHT
April 25

Paris and Berlin move to outflank UK on farm reform

25 April 2008

The FT reports that France and Germany are to set up ‘joint expert groups’ to handle key issues to be raised during the French EU Presidency, including the environment, security and agriculture. The article notes that whilst the UK is advocating fundamental reforms to the CAP, “the early signs are that Paris and Berlin are forging a common line against big reforms after 2013”.

FT
 

EU deal on illegal immigrants faces opposition in EP
The BBC reports that the European Parliament and the Commission have reached agreement to introduce a six-month limit on detention for most illegal immigrants and for a readmission agreement to be struck before they are sent home. A final decision will now have to be made by MEPs and member states.  However the Socialist group has refused to give its consent to the accord, saying it objects to some of the terms.  "We have serious reservations about numerous aspects of the text, particularly on the duration for which immigrants can be held in detention centres," said French MEP Martine Roure. While France currently has a 30-day limit on detention, some EU countries such as Malta have an 18-month maximum and seven others, including the UK, have no limit. Instead of the agreed -six-month limit on detention with a possible further year for exceptional cases, the Socialists believe there should be a lower limit with an absolute maximum of six months. British Green MEP Jean Lambert said the Greens would probably vote against it because of some of the provisions. She said: "If you're married to a British citizen but don't have the right to stay and are forced to leave, you can now find yourself banned for five years.”

 
Meanwhile Le Figaro reports that Nicolas Sarkozy is “expecting a lot from the EU” on immigration.  It notes that Immigration Minister Brice Hortefeux has been on a tour of all 27 member states to “sell the European immigration pact” idea, and that it has received “rather a warm welcome.”  It reports, “The big member states, such as Britain, Spain or Germany, are convinced that it is necessary to harmonise procedures and to have a common political position.”

BBC  Le Figaro  European Voice
 

EU Commission to investigate biofuels role in food price rises – but will not consider any change in biofuels targets
EU Commission President Jose Barroso has ordered a report on the links between biofuels and food price rises. "The president is not however considering changing the ten percent biofuels target," said Mark Gray, a Commission spokesperson. “It is simply for the president to look at the data on a possible link with food prices" he added. 

 

Gray refused to be drawn on whether the Commission would publish the data gathered. "We haven't ruled it in or out whether it could be published. It's for him to decide." The Commission’s apparent unwillingness to reconsider the EU’s target for 10% biofuel use by 2020 puts the EU executive at odds with the UK, which will push for changes to the targets if a review of British policy shows rising biofuels production drives up food prices and harms the environment.

EUobserver Telegraph Clover Reuters WSJ
 

EU to channel more taxpayers’ money towards promoting itself on TV
In order to reverse the trend of Europe’s broadcasters not taking an interest in the EU, the Commission has pledged to spend 8 million euros a year to support a network of European TV channels from 2009. The EU is already contributing 10.8 million euros a year to EuroNews.

Reuters
 

Nicolas Sarkozy has promised to hold a referendum on Turkey’s EU membership, if the question arises.
AP
 

“Race for supremacy in Europe” to begin on 19 June as EU thrashes out details of new posts;
Senior European source: “Changes that enter into force with the Treaty are more far reaching than people think”
On his blog, Bruno Waterfield writes: “There’s more about those behind-the-scenes talks about the new European Union President created by the Lisbon Treaty.  The secret discussions are shaping up to be a power struggle for control of Europe… During a June 19 summit of European heads of state and government the question of who will be the EU’s first president will trigger a race for supremacy in Brussels.”  A senior European government source is quoted saying: “Changes that enter into force with the Treaty are more far reaching than people think.”  However, Waterfield notes “these are changes that will only become apparent after the new EU Treaty has been ratified, bypassing any possibility of public scrutiny or accountability to the decisions taken.”  He predicts “a ferocious power struggle” over the President’s role, the size of his political team, and who should control the new European External Action Service.  He notes that “The European Commission is deeply concerned that the new post and a foreign service will pull the orbit of power from EU to national bureaucrats and diplomats.  Some governments also fear that the new EU diplomatic corps will suck in national diplomats with a mission creep that could undermine national prerogatives and turf.”  Another unnamed European government source is quoted saying: “There are questions of where it is going institutionally, how big it is, to what extent national diplomats go in, or how they are seconded.”  EU officials are worried that a new President, especially if Tony Blair, will muscle the Commission out of the lead during global climate change talks in Copenhagen next year.

 

A piece in Le Monde argues that the EU Foreign Minister, who will also be a Vice-President of the Commission, could emerge as the strongest position in the system. It notes: “Everything will depend on the personality chosen and the shape of his future diplomatic service.”

 

Meanwhile, in an interview with Le Soir, Valery Giscard d’Estaing does not rule himself out as a future EU President. He said two kinds of candidates are possible: either an experienced person who would “set up the system, set out the rules and environment, a bit like George Washington in his first mandate”; or an “operational president”, who would facilitate the system and provide the necessary impetus. Giscard d'Estaing said that “in this category we could consider Angela Merkel. It is Merkel who has been at the origin of the main European compromises of last year. ”

 

He also says he does not see the link between NATO and European defence.  He says: “I don’t really see the link between these two questions!  We need to give Europe a defence capacity.  Europe has a currency, a market, the beginnings of citizenship: it must have a defence, like all the other great human organisations.  But what relationship is there with NATO?”  Asked whether the Lisbon Treaty is a step backwards compared with the Constitutional Treaty, he says: “The whole institutional part is identical.  But it is difficult to speak of a simplified treaty, because it has become unreadable.  That has psychological importance for Europeans.  They have the impression that Europe is happening without them, or despite them.  This is not going to improve their sentiment.”  

Waterfield European Voice  Le Monde  Le Monde 2  Le Soir
 

Poland supports a stronger EU defence role
Poland has indicated it would support a boost in Europe's defence activities, including setting up the bloc's own military planning headquarters. "We are in favour of a much stronger role for European defence, and that would include a military headquarters," said Polish Defence Minister Bogdan Klich, according to IHT.

IHT EUobserver
 

Economist: once new EU members are in the club, reform process slackens
The Charlemagne page of the Economist argues that there is a consistent pattern of intensive reform amongst member states seeking to gain EU membership, but this is usually always followed by a let-up in the process once membership is achieved. Olli Rehn, the Enlargement Commissioner, is quoted saying “after a country has a seat round the table, it is much harder to apply pressure to it.”

Economist
 

German and Danish parliaments ratify the Lisbon Treaty
The German Bundestag has ratified the Lisbon Treaty, as has the Danish Parliament. The German Bundesrat is expected to vote on 23 May. The Treaty will be examined by the German and Czech courts to see if it breaches national laws in the two member states. This increases the chance that the 1 January 2009 deadline for the document to come into force across the EU will be delayed, according to EUobserver.
 

On his Coulisses de Bruxelles blog, Libération journalist Jean Quatremer says: “Some of you have asked me what would happen if Ireland, the only country to hold a referendum on the Treaty, voted no on 12 June.  I think that an Irish no vote would not have the same impact as the French no had. The Danes voted no in 1992, and the Irish voted no to Nice in 2001.  Well, the member states concocted some derogations for them and they then voted yes.  A small, geographically peripheral country can only become more politically peripheral, not block the EU.  Brutally put:  Europe without France or Germany makes no sense, without Ireland or Denmark, it does.  The Union survives very well without Norway, Iceland, and even Switzerland…”

Coulisses de Bruxelles BBC EUobserver EUobserver Le Figaro European Voice
 UK

 Conservatives on 18 point lead; Brown “obsessed” with Tory Communications Director
The Conservatives have risen to an 18 point lead over Labour. A YouGov poll puts the Conservatives on 44 per cent, Labour on 26 per cent, and the Liberal Democrats are on 17 per cent.

 Meanwhile, a report from the Social Market Foundation has found that only a quarter of the people expected to lose out as a result of the abolition of the 10p income tax band will get help from Gordon Brown’s compensation package.

 PR Week reports that Gordon Brown is “obsessed” with Conservative Party Communications Director Andy Coulson, concerned that he is successfully turning the media against him. In recent weeks, Coulson has made a concerted effort to portray Brown as a ‘ditherer' by inserting the word into many of leader David Cameron's soundbites – which reportedly is “irking” the Prime Minister, whilst Downing Street is worried that the label is starting to stick in the media. One official is said to have returned from a recent meeting with the Prime Minister declaring: “Gordon could not stop talking about Coulson.” Coulson is also reported to have played an instrumental role in undermining Brown’s recent visit to the US. 

 A leader in the WSJ argues “Not even a year in office, the Prime Minister has already been in the soup for mishandling a banking crisis and for chickening out on early elections and an EU Constitution referendum. Now the Tories are taunting the Labour leader – who had made fighting poverty his No. 1 issue – as a tax oppressor of the poor. The charge has stuck and stung.” 

Economist Mail Times PR Week FT WSJ leader Telegraph 

 

April 28

New Justice Commissioner has corruption conviction

28 April 2008

 

Bruno Waterfield reports on his Telegraph blog that Jacques Barrot, the new EU Justice and Home Affairs Commissioner, received an 8 months suspended jail sentence in 2000 for corruption. Barrot was convicted by a French court of “abuse of confidence” in a party funding case involving the Centre des democrates sociaux (CDS), an organisation he headed. The CDS was a precursor to Jacques Chirac’s, and now Nicolas Sarkozy’s, Union pour un Mouvement Populaire – and Mr Barrot remains close to the Elysee Palace.

Telegraph Waterfield
 
Junior doctors to lose right to free hospital accommodation due to EU working time rules
The front page of Saturday’s Telegraph reported that junior doctors are “angry, disillusioned and upset” because they are set to lose their right to free hospital accommodation when EU laws limiting them to a 48-hour working week are introduced.  They say they will be almost £5,000 a year worse off, suffering from an effective 20 per cent pay cut.

Telegraph
 
EU ministers plan travel ban on protestors
EU interior ministries, including the UK Home Office, are planning to create a Europe-wide database of 'troublemakers' to stop them travelling to protests.  People on the register would not need to have been convicted of any offence and could include sit-down protesters. Germany, anxious to avoid a repeat of protests that occurred at the G8 summit last year, is behind the initiative.

 

Britain would send 'alerts' to other European countries on people campaigning against the expansion of Heathrow or the war in Iraq.  According to EU documents obtained by The Mail on Sunday, the list is designed to stop 'troublemakers' travelling to demos abroad. 

Mail on Sunday
 
Labour referendum rebels face possible party discipline action
The Sunday Express reported that Labour MPs Frank Field and Kate Hoey could face party discipline for showing "disloyalty" by supporting the I Want a Referendum campaign.  Gary Titley, the leader of the party's MEPs, called for them to be expelled from the party at a meeting of its National Executive Committee last month.  Neil O'Brien is quoted arguing, "If Labour MPs campaign for a referendum that was promised in the Labour manifesto and is backed by the whole trade union movement and by nine out of ten Labour voters, then they can hardly be accused of disloyalty."

No link

 

Support for Lisbon Treaty in Ireland falls
According to a Sunday Business Post/Red C poll, support for the Lisbon Treaty in Ireland has fallen from 43 per cent in February to 35 per cent today. Those opposed to the Treaty have increased from 24 per cent to 31 per cent, while the number of undecided voters remains almost unchanged, at 34 per cent.

 

The Irish Times reports that Bertie Ahern responded to the poll findings, saying that a ‘no’ vote in the upcoming referendum would be a "disaster for the country" and would have "repercussions that would do immense damage to Ireland".


In the Sunday Business Post, Tom McGurk argued, “If you thought the Maastricht and Nice masterpieces needed a whole afternoon in a political seminar to understand, then try Lisbon. It is the Finnegans Wake of EU treaties, a masterclass in confusion and obscurity. It would be funny if it weren’t so serious; indeed, were any student in Europe to submit the Lisbon Treaty as an academic political thesis, they might well be thrown out of their faculty.”

 

He concluded, “As we ponder this truly unreadable document, why should we be treated with contempt by some Europeans for even pondering it? And, most importantly of all, could voting No to it be our attempt to save Europe from itself?”

Sunday Business Post Sunday Business Post 2  Irish Times Irish Times 2 Sunday Business Post 3 EUobserver
 

 

French Agriculture Minister sees CAP as a model for dealing with food shortages – EU should help Africa, Latin America to adopt their own versions 
The FT reports that French Agriculture Minister Michel Barnier has said that the CAP should be looked at as a model to deal with global spikes in commodity prices. He blamed “too much free-market liberalism” for the current food crisis and said, “I think [the CAP] is a good model. It is a policy that allows us to produce to feed ourselves. We pool our resources to support production. West Africa, East Africa, Latin America and the southern shore of the Mediterranean all need regional common agriculture policies.” He added that the EU should provide these regions with assistance in setting up their own versions of the CAP, and said that he was “not sure” that the WTO is “the right place to discuss the relationship between food and agriculture”.   

 

A leader in the FT argues that Barnier’s idea “is not just a bad idea, it is a potentially lethal one”. 

FT FT-leader Forbes EUobserver
 
Clegg: rejection of Lisbon wouldn’t have mattered
Lib Dem leader Nick Clegg was interviewed on the BBC Today programme, calling for a “Significant change in the way politics is done”. He rejected the idea of a “narrow referendum” on the EU Lisbon Treaty, claiming that if this had been held, and the Treaty was rejected “it wouldn’t have changed a thing to the way in which the European Union is presently organised”.  Of the Lib Dem proposal for a referendum on EU membership, he said that “we were thwarted in our attempt to even have that debate in the House of Commons”. 

 

He concluded that the UK has the “most grotesquely over-centralised system of Government anywhere in the western world”, and said that the Lib Dems wanted to give “families and communities more power over the way they run their own things”.

 

Comment: it was a shame that Nick Clegg was not asked about the Lib Dems' decision to change their policy again and vote against an in-out referendum in the Lords.

BBC Today BBC
 
Anderson: Cameron should have a “monumental row” with EU
Writing in the Independent, Bruce Anderson suggests that if elected David Cameron should “re-commission” Margaret Thatcher’s handbag for his dealings with the EU. He writes: “Mr Cameron knows what sort of Europe he wants: a common market plus political co-operation. This would not guarantee the end of European interference; a common market would require umpires to ensure that there is fair competition. But it would remove the threat of federalism. At last, after 30 years of equivocation and often downright dishonesty by British Europhiles, it would also put the UK's relationship with the EU on a stable, sustainable basis. But all this will require a series of monumental rows, especially if the EU Constitution has been ratified before the Tories come to power. Like Margaret Thatcher after 1979 in pursuit of her budget rebate, Cameron may have to reduce a succession of EU summits to rubble. Somewhere in Whitehall – unless the Foreign Office has burnt it – there is a battered and blood-stained old handbag, long since decommissioned. David Cameron will have to re-commission it.”

Independent
 

EU blames American - Stern attacks biofuels
The FT reports that US biofuels could in effect be shut out of Europe under plans being discussed in Brussels.  Anxious to distance itself from charges that its push for biofuels is creating hunger round the world, the EU is considering stringent social and environmental criteria for imports that the US and some other big biofuel producers would not meet.  The sustainability criteria under discussion would in effect bypass World Trade Organisation rules forbidding biofuel bans. By excluding those products not meeting the criteria from its biofuels target of a 10 per cent contribution to the fuel mix by 2010, the EU would deprive those products of government support, removing incentives to import them.

 

Separately, the EU and US face a trade spat after EU biodiesel producers on Friday asked the Commission to investigate subsidised US imports they said were driving them out of business.  Saturday’s Guardian reported that the European Biodiesel Board (EBB) said it had lodged a complaint with the European Commission over competition from the US that was putting EU producers out of business. It wants duties on "B99" biodiesel exports (biodiesel with 1% petroleum diesel), claiming they are unfairly subsidised and then dumped in the EU, where they can win new subsidies.

 

Meanwhile the weekend FT looked at the “acrimonious spat” surrounding the biofuels debate.  It quoted Lord Stern, author of the UK Government's influential review of the economics of climate change and former World Bank chief economist, saying that the use of biofuels was "very worrying, particularly the grain-based [fuels]", which compete with food.  French Agriculture Minister Michel Barnier, while defending his own country's support for biofuels, criticised the US and Brazil for unilaterally stepping up production.  "It is the Americas' biofuel targets that are destabilising the world," he told the FT.

Guardian FT FT 2
 

Crains Manchester Business reports that new EU regulations on security for importers and exporters could severely delay the movement of goods in and out of the country.
Crains Manchester Business News
 
In the Sunday Telegraph, Christopher Booker looked at a small chemical company in Oldham, which estimated that the EU’s Biocidal Products directive would cost the them £6.5 million if they wanted to go on to sell their present product, despite the company’s annual turnover being £2 million. 
Sunday Telegraph
 

The EU and Serbia may sign a Stabilisation and Association Agreement, which is considered a stepping stone to EU membership, in June as part of an agreement designed to placate Dutch and Belgian concerns on cooperation over war crimes issues.
IHT
 Lithuania has vetoed a proposed compromise which would have paved the way for talks on an EU-Russia partnership deal to begin. 

BBC
Le Figaro reports that Nicolas Sarkozy today begins a two-day visit to Tunisia to discuss his idea for a Mediterranean Union.  The paper notes that the future secretariat of the Mediterranean Union could be based in Tunis.
Le Figaro
In Saturday’s Guardian Denis Macshane reviewed Sir Stephen Wall’s book “A Stranger in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to Blair”.  MacShane argues that the Foreign Office and the Guardian are eurosceptic.
Guardian
April 29

French push for “European preference” in agriculture winning support

29 April 2008

  

 

The FT reports on next month’s proposals for reform of the CAP.  Diplomats told the paper that French proposals on "European preference" that are expected to be circulated to agriculture ministers were gaining support. "There is a growing feeling it is only fair and reasonable that imports are subjected to the same technical standards as our own producers," an EU official said, adding that food security was as important as energy security.

 

EU farmers are complaining that their costs are rising because of increased environmental and animal welfare rules that producers in the rest of the world do not have to meet. 

 

The Commission is keen to stress that the 45bn euro a year CAP would continue after ‘market-orientated reforms’, but is nonetheless wary of some aspects of the French vision for EU agriculture. "Autarky is not the future. We are not aiming at a closed market where we are self-sufficient," a spokesman for Mariann Fischer Boel, agriculture Commissioner told the paper. 

 

AFP notes that Berlin and Paris are ready to join forces in opposing British attempts to scrap the CAP, and attempt to re-establish the traditional Franco-German axis. A leading official at the European Commission welcomed the prospect, saying that "When the French and the Germans talk on European issues and European interests, it's always good for Europe," adding that since the Mitterrand-Kohl era of the 1990s there "has been little in terms of leadership," from the duo.

 

DW has a news feature discussing the effect of the CAP on current high global food prices. "There is no connection between EU agricultural subsidies and the rise in food prices or the food shortage in developing countries," said Michael Mann, spokesman for the EU agriculture office in Brussels.

 

However the article notes that development campaigners argue that the CAP has contributed to lower food production in the long term, as a result of hindering growth of the agricultural sector in developing countries.

FT  DW  AFP
 

Another EU fraud whistleblower faces the sack
The Sunday Times reported that a British whistleblower who exposed alleged corruption at a European aid agency faces the sack after he told EU fraud investigators that his boss was involved in the scam. Terry Battersby, 53, from Manchester, has been removed from his job as head of information technology at the Brussels-based Centre for the Development of Enterprise (CDE) and placed on a short-term contract. Battersby uncovered evidence that the agency’s former director, Hamed Sow, who is now the Energy Minister of the west African country of Mali, approved the award of lucrative European Union contracts to a company in which he had a financial interest. Sow is alleged to have arranged for the CDE to back a loan of nearly £3m to a textile company in Mali, without disclosing that he owned up to 20% of the company and was receiving payments from the firm. The CDE, set up to support the private sector in poor countries, receives more than £14m a year in taxpayers’ money from the EU.

Sunday Times
 

UN food chief: EU and US biofuel support policies are “criminal”;
Mandelson: EU will not consider labour and social standards when assessing biofuels
The US and the European Union have taken a "criminal path" by encouraging the use of food crops to produce bio-fuels and thus contributing to an "explosive rise" in global food prices, Jean Ziegler, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food has said. Ziegler claimed fuel policies pursued by the US and the EU were the main causes for the current worldwide food crisis.  He warned of worsening food riots and a "horrifying" increase in deaths by starvation.

 

Peter Mandelson has a comment piece in the Guardian, arguing that ‘sustainability criteria’ are the key for European biofuel policy. However, he says that social conditions should not play a part in this criteria: “it is worth asking if social conditions tied to biofuel exports make sense… It would be better to focus certification on reducing greenhouse gases, as we have proposed.”

 

Mandelson also admits that biofuel support policies are responsible for food price rises, but argues that this is entirely the fault of the US rather than the EU. He notes that “We can already see that large-scale biofuel production, especially in the US, may be one of the factors pushing up food prices as it diverts resources from food production… European biofuel production is having only a minimal effect on global prices, but we will have to track this closely.”

Guardian Mandelson PTI BBC Mardell
 

EU threat to the "London Living Wage"?
The Independent on Sunday reported that there are growing fears that the £7.20-an-hour minimum wage for people working on local government projects in London could be in breach of EU law. 

IOS
 

Commission lands Alistair Darling “a double embarrassment”: slaps UK over budget deficit and downgrades growth forecast 
Several papers report that Joaquín Almunia, EU Economic and Monetary Affairs Commissioner, has said he will launch “excessive deficit procedures” against the UK on June 11 for breaching the Commission’s 3% limit rule on deficits. The Commission forecasts that Britain's deficit will be 3.3% of the GDP in both 2008 and 2009. This puts the UK on the same ‘black list’ as Hungary and Romania, with France also coming close to a 3% deficit in 2009, according to the Commission’s forecast. The Times notes that the Commission’s move against the UK is more a “political embarrassment” than a real sanction, as fines can only be imposed on countries that are members of the euro.

 

It is also noted that Brussels inflicted another “embarrassment” on Alistair Darling, challenging his growth forecast for the UK of 2.25 to 2.75% in 2009, instead putting the figure at 1.6%. The Commission said that Britain will be hit by a slowdown in consumer spending made worse by tighter credit conditions, falls in the housing market, a squeeze on incomes and zero employment growth. But the fall in the pound will boost exports.

EUobserver Guardian Independent FT FT WSJ WSJ-leader Times DW IHT
 

Stephens: Tory EU plans "barmy"
In the FT, Philip Stephens claims that the Conservative's foreign policy plans are "barmy".  He writes, "as things stand Mr Cameron's first act would be to start an acrimonious and unwinnable fight to overturn the Treaty of Lisbon and withdraw from the European Union's social chapter. That, not to put too fine a point on it, would be barmy."

FT Stephens Le Monde BBC Today
 
French Europe Minister Jean-Pierre Jouyet is quoted in La Tribune saying, “If Ireland does not ratify the European Treaty, there would have to be another consultation or else we’re blocked.  It would be dramatic.”
No link

 

Paris and London call for EU cooperation on helicopters
Les Echos reports that the French and British Defence Ministers, Hervé Morin and Des Browne, have written a joint letter to the European Defence Agency asking it to address Europe’s lack of helicopters.  The paper notes: “This initiative marks a rapprochement in the viewpoints of the two countries on the role of the agency in European defence policy, which have until now been opposed.”  The letter follows the Franco-British declaration on 27 March in which Nicolas Sarkozy and Gordon Brown called for a strengthening of European military capacities.

Les Echos
 

A report on UPI mentions Open Europe’s poll of 1,000 British chief executive officers (CEOs) conducted last September which found that 54 percent of CEO’s believe the costs of EU regulations outweigh the benefits of the Single Market.
UPI
 

Germany swings to the left
WSJ reports that Germany’s Social Democrats are trying to limit the pay of top executives.  While Angela Merkel’s Christian Democrats rejected this proposal on Monday, the Social Democrats had been successful in previous efforts to adopt populist measures, such as extending unemployment benefits for those over 50 and implementing minimum wage for postal workers despite warnings that the policy would cost jobs. 

WSJ
 

The IHT and the Independent report on the victory of Gianni Alemanno, candidate of the People of Freedom Party, in Rome elections, making him the first right-leaning leader of Rome since the end of WWII.  
Independent IHT 

 
Slovakia set to get green light for euro entry
Slovakia is next week to receive the green light to become the 16th member state of the eurozone. In a report seen by EUobserver, the European Commission confirms that the country has met all the conditions to switch to the euro on 1 January 2009.

EUobserver
 

Brussels criticised on access to documents law
The European Commission's plans to overhaul rules on public access to documents have been strongly criticised by a civil liberties watchdog, which says its proposals are "retrogressive" in key areas. According to Statewatch, the Commission’s proposed amendments "do not consider many of the fundamental questions posed by civil society and the European Parliament,” and that “Two of the commission amendments are highly retrogressive." 
EUobserver
 

 

World

 

Rachman: don’t panic on Sovereign Wealth Funds
Gideon Rachman argues in the FT that “The fears aroused by the rise of sovereign wealth funds are deep – but vague.” He notes that big western institutional investors such as pension funds frequently make politicized investment decisions; “So it would be foolish to dismiss the idea that SWFs might – one day – exercise political power in ways that Americans and Europeans will find uncomfortable.”

 

He warns however against this caution degenerating into hysteria, and argues that “the most important political implications of investment by SWFs are positive. If governments in China, Russia and the Middle East have large investments in the US and the European Union, then they also have a direct stake in the continuing prosperity of America and the EU.”

FT Rachman
 

US confirms Israeli raid did destroy Syrian nuclear plant
Senators are complaining that they should have been told earlier, after the US confirmed on Sunday that the Syrian target destroyed by the Israeli Air Force last September was indeed a nuclear facility.  Ten North Koreans helping build the suspected nuclear reactor may have died in the raid, Japanese public broadcaster NHK said, citing South Korean intelligence.

Reuters  Frum
 

April 30 

Wolf: Food crisis should led to reform of global agriculture sector – Transport Minister says UK will stick to biofuels targets 

30 April 2008

Europe

 
In the FT, Martin Wolf argues that the current food crisis is a golden opportunity to reform global agriculture. He notes, “Protection, subsidies and other such follies distort agriculture more than any other sector. Alas, the opportunity to eliminate protection against imports offered by exceptionally high world prices is not being taken…A host of countries are imposing export taxes instead, thereby fragmenting the world market still more…Meanwhile, rich countries are encouraging, or even forcing, their farmers to grow fuel instead of food.” 

 

The FT reports that Agriculture Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel has said that food prices have gone up more than the cost of basic commodities, suggesting that “it is possible that somewhere along the food chain someone may be doing well out of this.” 

 

The Guardian reports that a UN taskforce, led by a British diplomat, Sir John Holmes, will be created to develop a coherent international response to the food crisis.

 

Meanwhile, amid growing uncertainty in the biofuels sector and following reports that biofuels drive up food prices and harms the environment, Transport Minister Jim Fitzpatrick yesterday suggested at a conference organised by Biofuels Media that the UK’s targets of 5% renewables for motor fuels by 2010 will remain in place. He said, "I think you say with some confidence the current situation will remain and unless the evidence that comes out in due course dramatically alters the position then that is exactly where we are going to stay," Asked if he would be prepared to bet on the target for 2010 being maintained, he answered, "At this point of time I think the answer is yes, probably." It is noted that the Government is expected to issue a review of the target in late June. 

Guardian WSJ
 
Lord Leach attacks the Lisbon Treaty in the Lords
During a debate in the Lords yesterday, Open Europe Chairman Lord Leach of Fairford criticised the new EU voting system created by the Lisbon Treaty. Lord Leach argued that “What the Treaty actually does is to increase countries’ power to pass measures, but to reduce their power to block them. This is a crucial distinction that has not been adequately recognised in debates, either inside or outside Parliament.” He noted that “given a recent poll of 1,000 UK chief executives found that more than half of them thought that the benefits of the single market are now outweighed by the costs of EU regulation,” it would be unwise to make it even easier for Brussels produce more laws.

Hansard
 

Corbett claims Conservative attempts to reform EU would lead to withdrawal
In a letter to the Independent Labour MEP Richard Corbett argues that if the Conservatives got into power and David Cameron "were to demand opt-outs from previously agreed common-market rules, he would get no sympathy from our European partners and would face the choice of accepting the status quo or withdrawal. In either case, any Tory administration will be riven by more divisive rows over Europe."

Independent
 

Gulf investor: EU over-regulation of SWFs will drive investment away from Europe 
The FT reports that one of the most powerful Gulf investors has warned that European attempts to force tougher rules on sovereign wealth funds are making the continent unattractive for investment. Sultan bin Sulayem, head of Dubai World, said Europe was now exerting more pressure on Sovereign Wealth Funds than the US. The EU has not ruled out imposing EU-wide regulation to restrict investments from Sovereign Wealth Funds.

FT
 

Member states lobby for Barroso’s 2.4 bn euros “pet project” 
The FT notes that member states are lobbying the Commission to be the home of the 2.4 billion euros European Institute of Innovation and Technology – described in the article as Jose Manuel Barroso’s “pet project”, aimed at helping Europe closing the innovation gap with the US. The UK initially opposed the plan, but later gave way. 

FT
 

Serbia signs deal as first step to full EU membership  
The EU and Serbia signed an agreement last night offering the country a first step on the road to full membership of the EU. The deal aims to avert a victory by Serbian ultra-nationalists in elections next month. The accord went ahead after objections from Belgium and the Netherlands were overcome over Belgrade's failure to hand over war crimes suspects.

BBC EUobserver IHT Independent
 

One million Eastern European migrants have arrived since 2004, says report
About one million migrants from Eastern Europe have arrived in the UK since 2004 a report suggests. The report by the Institute for Public Policy Research examines the impact on the UK after the EU expanded in 2004 and 2007. 

BBC BBC
 

UMP deputies to try and single out Turkey for referendum on EU enlargement
Le Figaro reports that UMP deputies will fight Nicolas Sarkozy's proposal to drop the commitment to a French referendum on all EU enlargements after Croatia – originally introduced by Jacques Chirac with the apparent intention of blocking Turkish EU membership. An amendment will be tabled singling out Turkey for a referendum, whilst still allowing Balkan states to accede to the EU without a vote being put to the French public. The amendment will reportedly not mention Turkey explicitly, but rather refer to any "country with a majority of territory geographically outside Europe", or "without a capital city in Europe".

 

Meanwhile, Turkey has amended its controversial law – Article 301 – banning 'insults to Turkishness'. However, under the new law, insulting the 'Turkish nation' will still be a crime carrying a sentence of up to two years imprisonment.

Le Figaro Le Monde BBC EUobserver Le Monde 2 El Pais
 

US has always been opposed to EU integration, says Fine Gael spokeswoman
The Washington Times reports that Lucinda Creighton, a spokeswoman for Ireland's largest opposition party, Fine Gael, has said in a web posting that "U.S. foreign policy has traditionally been opposed to EU integration." She said "The U.S. supports the EU as an economic bloc but nothing more. The idea of a politically strong EU, acting as a check or counterbalance on the U.S. does not sit well with our trans-Atlantic friends."

Washington Times
 

EU maintains soft approach to Uzbekistan
European Union foreign ministers agreed on Tuesday to keep sanctions on Uzbekistan suspended for another six months, but warned they could be reapplied if human rights conditions do not improve. The original EU sanctions regime was imposed in response to the massacre of unarmed protesters in the town of Andizhan in May 2005, but was dropped last autumn after German pressure.

 

Analysts told Reuters that Germany is keen to protect its interests in Uzbekistan, including a military base used to supply its troops stationed in Afghanistan as part of a NATO mission there.

Le Monde Reuters Forbes
 

EU warns Russia against boosting troops in Georgian breakaway regions
EUobserver reports that in a sharp escalation of tensions in the South Caucasus, Russia has claimed that Georgia is set to invade its breakaway region of Abkhazia and is increasing the number of Russian troops there and in South Ossetia in response. The EU's foreign policy chief, Javier Solana, has warned Russia against such a move. 

EUobserver
 

Hungary's largest opposition party has called on Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany to resign or make way for new elections, saying the government had run out of steam by failing to reform the economy.
IHT
 

UK

 
Gordon Brown admitted that mistakes had been made over the 10p tax rate on the Today programme this morning.
BBC Today
APPENDIX C

Selection of Today running orders, edited to show the scope of material carried.

April 1 

The bulletins were led with a parliamentary inquiry which had decided that the number of immigrants to the UK should be cut. Other stories were: election results in Zimbabwe awaited; plans for mass screening of NHS patients; dementia drugs did not benefit patients; proposals for extension of detention of terror suspects to be debated; new rules on MP employees; new bus passes for 60+; documents released under secrecy rules show role of wartime resistance heroine.     

Only three of the stories were clearly breaking news; the others were linked to reports or government statements or developments that were topical but not keyed strictly to that specific morning, or even day.  

In features, the programme covered: a forthcoming parliamentary debate about detention of terrorists; new bus passes for 11m 60+;  calls by a parliamentary committee to limit immigration; voters waiting  for Zimbabwe election results; plans to give NHS patients new medical tests; discussion of the prospect of councils paying more for landfill tax; new steps to sort out T5 problems; calls by the information commissioner for a new law to jail journalists for investigative transgressions; UBS bank announces huge losses; fear of vote-rigging in Zimbabwe; discussion of economic impact of immigration;  why Harriet Harman wore body armour in Peckham; more about new NHS screening;  interview of chairman of immigration report; interview with RSPB about foreign birds;  changes in the anti-terror laws to be discussed in parliament;  interview with immigration minister;  more on Zimbabwe;  secrecy rule release of  information about the British woman who controlled 3,000 French resistance fighters; interview with expert on GM crops about the impact on food prices; more on bus travel for 60+; interview with Brazil’s minister of culture about his passion for music; reasons for the creation of a new statistics authority; why Germany is celebrating its war heroes again;  what would be wrong with a dinner party with Socrates? 

This was a wide-ranging mix, but very little of it was actually tied to ‘hard’ news events. The only ‘breaking’ news was the UBS item, some of the discussion about Zimbabwe, and the reaction to the immigration report. The remainder – for example the RSPB call for more action on climate change – were seemingly based on press releases from a range of agencies and the government. Another category was based on research, and still another on ‘culture’.      

 April 2 

Lead in the bulletin was uncertainty about the Zimbabwe election and it contained other items about First Direct closing its doors; a report showing that 40% of children using websites are at risk of harm; a new free ‘green’ phone line from the government’ for advice on topics such as insulation; a report showing that customers of gas companies changed suppliers 5m times; research showing that home births were more dangerous; British Airways continuing to cleat the T5 backlog; and utility companies had dug up the roads 2.5m times last year. 

The Zimbabwean election, the decision by First Direct to close its doors and the continuing saga of the T5 backlog were all developing news events Analysis that the other five items were based on reports published by public bodies, and the government.

Features were: interview with BBC correspondent about claims that social networking sites put children at risk; Argentina farmers on strike; latest from Zimbabwe; NATO summit in Bucharest; a report claiming that more people should take statins; new government scheme to reduce carbon footprint from homes; cholera predictable by satellite tracking; new ‘youngest ever’ planet discovered; Zimbabwe latest; NATO gathering to discuss Afghanistan; food security rises up the political agenda;  interview with government minister about the carbon footprint of houses; parents in danger of ignoring problems with social networking sites; Poet Tony Harrison talked to the programme; more on NATO;  Zimbabwe interviews, inc Desmond Tutu;  should Britannia be on the back of coins?; a genetics profess or talks about new development in Darwinian theory; interview with Jarvis Cocker about ‘pornographic’ show; package about Lisbon treaty; discussion about what was being done for Zimbabwe.   

April 3

The bulletin lead was that government advisors would challenge Gordon Brown’s desire to re-classify cannabis; the other items were new developments in Zimbabwe; a human rights activist jailed in China;  an Al Qaeda video release;   the arrest of the stepfather of abducted child Shannon Matthews; a train accident; and  cruise ship impounded in Madeira; a man involved in a crocodile attack. 

On this day, only the first item was a ‘staged’ event, the rest were breaking news 

Features included: NATO meetings fails to agree on inclusion of Georgia; government plans to give pharmacists more responsibility in diagnosis; government advisors disagree with Brown over cannabis; Zanu PF loses its parliamentary majority; Chinese dissident jailed; government plans for dealing with impact of climate change on the coast; discovery of human body parts in Scotland; 3,500 thalidomide victims planned to demonstrate in Berlin; cannabis debate (government and drug group); Mugabe to be prosecuted for war crimes?; government reveal sites of eco-towns; plans to use pharmacists more; Spanish binge drinking;  government talks about new border patrol body launched;  the end of cheap mortgages? ; interview with Gordon Burn, novelist; T5 lost luggage; NATO debates extent of the alliance; could a big bang machine destroy the planet; future of Zimbabwe post Mugabe. 

April 4

The  bulletin lead was again the Zimbabwe election, followed by the publication of a Home Office report on paedophiles; the House of Commons was planning to reveal expense claims details; President Putin in an overseas visit; Tony Blair’s hopes for his religious foundation; research showing people intended to curb spending; a warning from pet charities about stray dogs; Carphone Warehouse had decided not to prosecute music file sharers; a study that had shown that accent could alter impressions of the speaker. 

This was a day of only two breaking stories, Zimbabwe again and Putin’s visit. All the others were based on reports that were not keyed to unfolding urgent events.   

Features: Home office publishes proposals aimed at stopping paedophiles social networking; bogus pharmacist jailed; raids on the opposition in Zimbabwe; Tony Blair talks about his religious foundation;  House of Commons to reveal expenses of PM and Opposition leader; Ken Livingstone’s illegitimate children revealed; Daily Express group strikes over pay; MPs campaign during the recess in local elections; Zimbabwe latest; Royal Society member claims that coal fired power stations are dangerous; bogus pharmacist case;  report on violence in Bacup; latest from NATO summit; police stop dealing with stray dogs; Shadow Chancellor discusses US response to credit crunch;  analysis of Tony Blair speech on the influence of religion on him;  discussion of play about Liverpool manager Bill Shankly;  discussion of whether Robert Mugabe could be brought to trial; more women graduating from medical school than men; are footballers losing respect for referees;  butterfly exhibition at the Natural History Museum; Oz PM salutes George Bush;  fortieth anniversary of assassination of Martin Luther King. 

April 10

The lead was that the IOC leader had spoken about ‘a crisis’ caused by the protests about China’s human rights record; predictions that the base rate could be cut; Gordon Brown had called on the G8  to deal with food shortages; an attack on stem cell research; the McCann parents in Brussels to call for EU-wide action on missing children; the BBC had learned about a fall in crime in west Belfast; arrests in a football corruption inquiry; and voting in the Nepalese election. 

On this day, the majority of items were unfolding news events; three were keyed to reports or calls for action.  

Features:  Palestinians kill Israeli citizens; seven people killed in Karachi riots; Chinese express disquiet that Gordon Brown was not attending opening ceremony of Olympics; Zambia calls for Zimbabwe meeting; preview of that weekend’s Italian elections; Nepal votes in general election; tem cell pioneer attacks critics of embryo research;  the McCann family call on Brussels to adopt missing child laws; 5m die in Congo wars over past 10 years;  Olympic torch avoids San Francisco; tenth anniversary of Good Friday agreement; debate at UN whether WWII victors should have permanent security council seats; NHS Alliance calls for doctors to take back 24-hour patient responsibility; Ofcom chief on future funding of public service broadcasting; Italian elections; interest rate cuts in the US;  BBC correspondent assessment of Congo wars;  Gordon Brown and the Olympics; food price rises cause riots;  will deportees rights from the UK to Libya and Jordan be respected?; changes in cricket; Dalai Lama’s view that China had right to host Olympics; Good Friday agreement anniversary.  

April 12 (Saturday)

The lead was gain Zimbabwe related; other items were the reaction to a court ruling that military personnel were protected by human rights legislation; the G7 had agreed new financial measures; the Conservative plans for the powers of the attorney general; latest stage of the Olympic torch;  people drinking more because of larger pub measures;  call for Gordon Brown to take 10p tax rate cut seriously; new regulations on rubbish thrown from car windows;  new tough regulations in Cuba;  a campaign against the war in Darfur.  

Four of the items were news events. Six were not and could have just have easily run on other days. 

Features: Zimbabwe to host summit on the crisis there; final push in Italian election; continuing problems for Gordon brown over Olympics; people drink more because of larger pub measures; Why was Mugabe so difficult to remove from power?; auction of Lucian Freud painting ‘to break records’; could the Olympic torch relay be cancelled;  troops sent to war without correct equipment could sue under human rights legislation;  secreta agent letter;  importance of house prices to the economy; what happened to Oxford’s Muslim call to prayer?;  Kenyan marathon runner nearly lost his life in political violence; latest US primary; will Olympic problems affect UK relations with China?    

April 14

Bus crash survivors return from Ecuador; new development in Zimbabwe; government discusses concerns about domestic violence with a senior judge; World bank meeting pledges action of food prices; voting in Italy; DUP meeting r to replace Paisley; Lonely Planet author admits making up content; 1,300 soldiers and police sacked in Iraq;  report about the brain making decisions before being consciously aware of them; Olympic torch latest. 

All but one of these were news reactive. 

Features: Ecuador bus crash victims arrive home; latest on US primaries (Obama suffers);  Conservatives try to exploit government’s economic policy problems; Zimbabwe latest; voting resumes in Italian elections; self harm in prison escalates; Maoists in Nepal had for election defeat;  National trust claims climate change is changing the coastline; Paralympics torch relay starts; Zimbabwe awaits court ruling on elections; latest government stance on terrorism detention; report on the death of TV presenter Mark Speight; Iraqi refugees might have to return to violent areas of their country; bankers and Vince Cable debate whether government should get tough with  banks’ handling of credit crunch; a seventeenth century violin goes missing on a train; report says government is right to move people off benefit using private firms;  debate about biofuels; Hazel Blears interviewed about ‘difficult times’ for Gordon Brown; Brits killed in Somalia; is a non-rhyming poem really a poem? ; travel writer for Lonely Planet admits he did not visit areas he wrote about;  changing nature of Catholicism in the US;  McCann case and laws of libel; new Birtwhistle opera; plot to kidnap PM hushed up for 40 years. 

April 16

Police study denies immigrant crime link; new plans for counter-terrorism police officers; research on efficacy of vitamins; Gordon Brown discusses financial measures in US;  new report on English girl murdered in Italy; bus crash survivors in Ecuador head home; burglar challenges in court identification evidence (his ear print). 

Four of the seven stories were immediately news reactive.

Features: Pope visits US; unemployment figures to show a fall; report rejects that immigrants have caused a crime wave;  government to appoint 300 counter-terrorism officers; UN security council avoids talking about Zimbabwe; impact of bomb attacks in Iraq; French MP claims that  Eurovision is undermining the French language;  MEP calls for EU to intervene in tiger trafficking; Gordon Brown meets bankers in New York; creation of 300 anti-terror police, reaction from Tories; UN and Zimbabwe (to be raised by Gordon Brown?); ethics of online monitoring of people’s behaviour; Gordon Brown discusses economic confidence in the US; prospects for oil prices; punk rocker art exhibition; US debate between Clinton and Obama;  Zimbabwe minister interviewed about UN meeting;  Home Secretary talks about 300 extra anti-terrorist police; reports of killings in Gaza; new literary genre, the drunkalogue; impact of oil prices on consumers; claims that vitamin pills affect natural defences; are elder children treated harsher than siblings?; James Bond exhibition opens; US reaction to Gordon Brown trip.   

April 18

RBS to announce the following week that it will make a rights issue; Angela Smith had decided not to resign from the government over 10p tax; Gordon Brown would urge the US to take the lead on climate change; the Pope would visit the UN; SA had said it could not prevent an arms shipment to Zimbabwe;  chaotic scenes in court case over polygamous sect; BMJ studies cast doubt on diabetes monitoring; Unite attacks restaurants who abuse tipping system.    

Features:  report shows problems on diabetic self-monitoring; 28 years of independence in Zimbabwe; Angela Smith decides not to resign over terrorism; Al Qaeda appeals to Iraqis to make the country a Muslim fortress; Pope prays in US with sex abuse victims; refugees resort to sex trade to make money; Indian cricket premier league launched; Gordon brown makes US speech; Unite launches campaign to stop restaurants abusing tips;  Frank Field interviewed over 10p tax rate cut; Iraq asks for help from NATO; people with learning difficulties let down by prison system?;  Prince Charles under fire for views on medicine; book about the Liverpool underworld; Peter Mandelson interviewed about world food crisis; RBS rights issue; keynote speech from Gordon Brown in the US;  Mike Leigh film on how to be happy; RBS rights issue/10p tax rate problems (Lib Dem interview); restaurants serve up cheaper ingredients; African Union changes; is it the age of anxiety?    

April 21

Banks to be given chance to swap mortgages for government securities; government faces rebellion by backbenchers over 10p tax rate cut; David Miliband holds talks with Pakistan PM; murder charge after man run down by car; campaigners call for NHS to carry out more treatment on blood clots in veins; big increase in arrests of internet child sex abusers, says report;  Conservatives claim millions wasted on passport fraud detection scheme; consumers shift to using credit cards rather than cash; BAFTA awards; latest Olympic torch stage. 

Features: anti-blood clot campaign; passport waste claims; Labour tax rebellion; intimidation of opposition in Zimbabwe; child sex abuse increase in arrests; bishop wins Paraguay elections; school decides to charge parents for using cars on school run; followers of a polygamy sect in US must remain in custody;   Chinese weapons shipment for Zimbabwe turned back; rebellion on 10p tax rate cut; interviews and passport fraud; US Pennsylvania primary; soaring price of platinum prompts theft of catalytic converters from cars; Chancellor’s £50bn mortgage guarantee backed by taxpayer; is summer arriving early this year? 40th anniversary of Enoch Powell’s rivers of blood speech; shadow chancellor interviewed over 10p tax rate; tube drivers picket movie premiere; victim of false arrest in Zimbabwe; dangers of allergies; book by mother of Kirsty McColl about her life;  John Prescott claims he was bulimic.  

April 24

Teachers hold one day strike; other public sector workers also strike; confusion over government compensation for 10p tax rate cut; Scotland facing fuel supply problems;  train companies to simplify fares structure; two men arrested in connection with murder of elderly man; Oz stage of Olympic relay; conservationists warn about butterfly population.

Features: Clinton boosted by Pennsylvania win; Olympic torch arrests; teachers’ strike; government backs down over 10p tax rate compensation; Washington claims that North Korea helped Syria build a nuclear reactor; Iraqi forces take control of Basra; quarter of children face depression; confusion over government’s compensation for 10p tax rate cut; shadow schools minister reacts to children’s strike; simplified train fares structure;   McCann parents ‘speak to BBC’;  are public sector strikes justified?; Britain’s butterflies ‘need a long hot summer’; banks disguise their real financial position while seeking government aid; schools minister interviewed about teacher strike; reaction to government’s U-turn on tax; have political cartoons changed for the better?; Mike Thomson in the Congo; April worst month for housing market; TV-based musicals ‘swamp theatreland’; discussion of synthetic biology; mass culling of SA elephants. 

April 28

Bulletins: Man arrested in Austria after woman kept captive for 24 years; gene therapy could help sight loss victims; alternative deliveries in petrol shortage developments; BBC unearths evidence against Congo UN peacekeepers; report claims UK voting system close to collapse; Nottingham experiments with new ways of tackling anti-social behaviour; MPs criticise use of antipsychotic drugs for dementia patients; sales rise  of surveillance equipment to track baby-sitters and carers; RSPCA reports saving 140,000 animals; Ronaldo named player of year.     

Features: Austrian kidnap victim; use of psychotic drugs on dementia patients; local government elections (mention of Nick Clegg’s stance on  the EU referendum); Scottish fuel imports to cope with depot blockades; gene therapy against eyesight loss; investigation of near-miss attack on Afghan president; 30th anniversary of Clash Rock Against Racism event; pregnant women cravings become more common; RSPCA an 140,000 abandoned animals;  Austrian captive case; HBOS rights issue; report claims Britain is vulnerable to electoral fraud; plans to give offenders a say in theirnew eye treatments through genes; Peter Walker talks about time with Timothy Leary; debate on whether exam league tables should be scrapped; r rehabilitation; Nick Clegg interview (EU referendum stance included);  Gangemouth strike; BBC investigation into UN peacekeeping irregularities; US economic crisis; Old Bailey criminal records made available online;  bird flu in Indonesia; how serious is the government’s predicament?

April 30

Bulletins: Princ William visit to Afghanistan; government to drop plan to increase prisoners’ pay; teenager on terrorism charge;  Fed meets to discuss interest rate drop; mental state of Austrian man accused of imprisoning his daughter to be assessed; more evidence of a slowdown in the housing  market; lollypop men and women to get cameras; twentieth anniversary of crimestoppers;   MPs criticise body responsible for research in physics.

Features: head of physics body criticised; government anti-smoking ad tops ASA complaints; preview of local elections; prisoner pay increase stopped by the government; fierce fighting in Iraq; retiring senior Fraud Office policeman says BAE corruption inquiry should have been pursued; lollypop cameras to be introduced; Prince William Afghan visit; report on London mayoral election; why the UK had pulled out of many major science projects (Lib Dem interview); human rights group claims increase of violence in Zimbabwe; black grouse to be reintroduced to the wild (Sarah Mukherjee); benefits of a career in the City; visit to the tunnels of Arras, scene of bloody fighting in the first world war;  interview about the government’s decision to drop an increase in prisoners’ pay; reputation of British physics; Gordon brown pre-election interview;  could the improvement of the serious fraud office be improved?; journalist hostage in Iraq talks about his release;  Olympic torch re-enters China; is truth stranger than science fiction?     

These running orders have been taken at random for the month to show the range and nature of the stories that Today covers. Not every running order has been analysed because it was judged that the findings would have been repetitious. Enough have been selected to give a reasonable overview of the day-to-day picture. 

APPENDIX D 

Items on Today during April about Zimbabwe

March 31

Bulletins The first result has just been declared in Zimbabwe’s democratic elections.  Report by Peter Biles

	6.31
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to Peter Biles 


	The first result has just been declared in Zimbabwe’s democratic elections.  



	7.09
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton
	The latest news from the elections in Zimbabwe.

Interview with Peter Longworth, former high commissioner to Zimbabwe



	8.10
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys
	Will this election mark the end of Robert Mugabe's rule over Zimbabwe? As we await results, the delay has fed suspicions that the election was rigged and that he has been defeated.

Interview with Chris McGreel, Guardian correspondent and George Shiri, former Zunu PF activist and Jonathan Shawora, Movement for Democratic Change, and Diana Cola Bernard, Election Observer 



	8.56
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys
	What can we gather from the few results that have finally started coming in from Saturday's elections in Zimbabwe?

Interview with Helen Sousman, activist




April 1

Bulletins  report by Peter Biles 

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Peter Biles
	Millions of voters in Zimbabwe are still waiting for the full results of the country’s elections.  



	7.12
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys and Peter Biles
	The world is still waiting for the full results of the election in Zimbabwe. There are fears that the results have been rigged.

Interview with Dr Martin Rubia Rupea, Institute for Security Studies in South Africa



	8.18
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to John Simpson


	What's happened in the presidential election in Saturday's election in Zimbabwe?




April 2

Bulletins –lead – confusion continues as people await results. Peter Biles. 

	6.32
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to Peter Biles
	Confusion and uncertainty continues in Zimbabwe as its people wait for the government to determine the country’s future.  



	7.09
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to Ian Panel
	Is Robert Mugabe's hold on power coming to an end?

	8.10
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to John Simpson
	Confusion and uncertainty continues in Zimbabwe as its people wait for the government to determine the country’s future.  

Interview with the MDC's chief representative in London, Hebson Makuvise, and Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 



	8.55
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys


	Why has Africa done so little for the people of Zimbabwe and could it be doing more during this important time?

Interview with Peter Hain, Labour Party and Dr Jeremy Crickler, Essex University




April 3

Buletins  - 2nd item – Zanu PF loses majority. Peter Biles  

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

James Naughtie talks to Peter Biles
	President Mugabe’s hold on power in Zimbabwe appears to be slipping, with its Zanu PF party having lost its majority in parliament.  



	7.14
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Ian Panel
	Mr Mugabe might fear prosecution for alleged war crimes.

Interview with Donald Trelford, former Observer editor



	8.54
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies and Sanchia Berg


	A look at what might happen to Zimbabwe if Robert Mugabe finally steps down.

Interview with Jeff Hill, Washington Times




April 4

Bulletins – lead – Mugabe fights for his political life. Soundbite from Thabo Mbeki.

	6.32
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague talks to Peter Biles
	There have been raids on the opposition offices in Zimbabwe

	7.09
	Zimbabwe 

Sarah Montague talks to Peter Biles
	The latest from Zimbabwe where Robert Mugabe appears to be clamping down on the opposition and on foreign media.



	8.30
	Robert Mugabe

Sarah Montague


	Could we ever see a situation in which Robert Mugabe might be made to stand trial?

Interview with Richard Goldstone former South African judge and political analyst John McCombie




April 5

Bulletins – lead item – beginning of legal action to try force release of election results 

	7.09
	Zimbabwe 

Sarah Montague talks to Karen Allen 
	Zimbabwe's main opposition party starts legal action today to force the country's electoral commission to release the results of last weekend's election.



	7.51
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague 
	President Mugabe's own party, Zanu-PF, has endorsed him to stand in a second round if the electoral commission declares that there was no clear winner in last Saturday's poll.

Interview with Andrew Meldrum, US journalist



	8.56
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague 


	Is Robert Mugabe a dictator considering there are still many symbols of democracy in Zimbabwe?

Interview with Dr Nick Cheeseman, Oxford and Richard Evans, Cambridge




April  7

Fourth item – high court expected to rule on call for release of election results

	6.10
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton talks to Peter Biles
	The high court in Zimbabwe is expected to rule today on a petition by the main opposition party demanding the immediate release of the result of last month’s presidential election. 



	7.09
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton talks to Peter Biles


	The latest on the delayed election results in Zimbabwe.

Interview with John Worseley, Justice for Agriculture




April 8 

Five election officials arrested in Zimbabwe – bulletin lead 

	6.33
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton talks to Peter Biles
	At least five election officials in Zimbabwe have been arrested for allegedly undercounting votes counted for President Mugabe. 



	7.52
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies
	Who are the war veterans and how much sway do they hold in Zimbabwe politics?

Interview with Knox Jetio, Royal United Services Institute and Mick Crawford, Southern African Commercial Farmers Alliance 




April 9

Leaders of ANC criticise delay in election results in Zimbabwe – sixth item 7am. Peter Biles report.

	6.41
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Peter Biles
	The leader of the African National Congress has criticised the delay in releasing the results of the election in Zimbabwe.  



	7.31
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies and Ian Panel
	What has life been like inside Zimbabwe since the elections?

Interview with Hebson Makuvise who represents the opposition MDC in the UK. 

Curtailed due to technical difficulties



	7.41
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies
	The demand for the release of delayed results from the presidential election in Zimbabwe. 

Interview with Hebson Makuvise who represents the opposition MDC in the UK.

Resumed after earlier technical problems




April 10 

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

James Naughtie talks to Peter Biles


	The president of Zambia wants an emergency meeting of Southern African leaders to discuss the Zimbabwe crisis


April 11 

Bulletins SA leaders preparing for Zimbabwe summit  - seventh item 7am 

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

James Naughtie talks to Peter Biles
	Southern African leaders are preparing for an emergency summit in Zambia tomorrow, to discuss the political crisis in Zimbabwe.




April 12

Gordon Brown says world is losing patience with Robert Mugabe – lead, peter Biles report. 

	7.09
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to Peter Greste
	Zambia is to host a regional summit on the Zimbabwe crisis

	7.32
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys and Allan Little


	Why is Robert Mugabe proving so difficult to remove from power?

Interview with Musunda Chabumba, World Service correspondent




April 14

Zimbabwe waits for court ruling that could clarify election results 2nd lead

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Peter Biles
	People in Zimbabwe are waiting for a court ruling today, which could mean they’ll find out who won the Presidential election more than two weeks ago.  



	7.09
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies
	People in Zimbabwe are waiting for a court ruling today, which could mean they’ll find out who won the Presidential election more than two weeks ago.  

Interview with Abel Jacomo, Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe and Richard Dowden, Royal African Society




April 15

	6.37
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Peter Biles


	The main opposition party in Zimbabwe has called a general strike. 



	8.41
	Zimbabwe

James Naughtie talks to Peter Biles
	Why has a general strike been called by Zimbabwe's opposition party?

Interview with George Sobotsowe, MDC




April 16

	6.38
	UN Security Council

Sarah Montague talks to Laura Trevelyan 


	There is a Security Council meeting today, chaired by South Africa and Zimbabwe is not meant to be on the agenda

	7.18
	UN and Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton and Laura Trevelyan 
	Will Gordon Brown raise the matter of Zimbabwe when he meets the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and African leaders?



	7.53
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton
	Interview with Zimbabwe's ambassador at the UN on whether he was concerned that Zimbabwe might come under pressure at today's summit.




April 17 

Only mention of Zimbabwe in newspaper review

April 18 

Bulletin item about shipment of arms from China to Zimbabwe

	6.09
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague talks to Peter Biles


	Zimbabwe celebrates 28 years of independence from Britain today

	8.51
	African Union 

Sarah Montague and Mike Wooldridge


	How is the African Union shaping up in the face of the demands made of it? 


April 19

Ship carrying weapons for Zimbabwe leaves Durban  - third item

	7.12
	Zimbabwe

Evan Davies talks to Will Ross
	Election officials in Zimbabwe will begin recounting some of the votes from the parliamentary and presidential contests held three weeks ago.



	7.34
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys 
	The Zimbabwean election commission starts recounting some of the votes today. 

Interview with Elinor Sisulu who leads a campaign against President Mugabe.




April 21

	6.35
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton talks to Peter Biles


	There are reports of intimidation against opposition supporters in Zimbabwe

	6.54
	Chinese Weapons Ship

Edward Stourton
	The Chinese ship containing weapons for Zimbabwe was turned away last week after a court order that its cargo shouldn’t be moved.

Interview Graham Gibon Brook, maritime intelligence services. 



	8.32
	Zimbabwe

Edward Stourton 
	Journalist Jonathan Clayton speaks to us from Johannesburg about being held in and then expelled from Zimbabwe.




April 23

Call for government of national unity under Robert Mugabe.  Independent front page has message to Zimbabwe church leaders.

	6.39
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague talks to Peter Greste
	The Herald newspaper in Zimbabwe has published an article calling for a government of national unity under President Mugabe.  



	8.10
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague
	Interview with President Jacob Zuma, on Robert Mugabe and the future of Zimbabwe.




April 25

	6.07
	Zimbabwe

John Humphrys talks to Peter Biles
	A senior American diplomat has said that Morgan Tsvangirai was the clear winner of the Zimbabwe election


April 26

Reports suggest that Robert Mugabe unlikely to regain control of parliament.

April 29

	6.10
	UN and Zimbabwe

James Naughtie talks to Peter Biles


	The UN Security Council discusses Zimbabwe today


April 30

	7.20
	Zimbabwe

Sarah Montague


	An investigation by Human Rights Watch into the increase in violence in Zimbabwe.

Interview with Taziki Kesembala, investigator




APPENDIX E 

‘Non urgent’ items on Today in April 2008

April 1

	8.42
	Music

Evan Davies


	Musician, Gilberto Gil, speaks about his music and being Brazil's current minister for culture.



	8.55
	Socrates

Evan Davies
	What would be wrong with a dinner party with Socrates?

Interview with Mary Beard, classics professor, and Mary Margaret McCabe, Kings College London


April 2

	7.43
	Tony Harrison

John Humphrys and Nicola Stanbridge
	One of the country's most respected and controversial poets, Tony Harrison, talks to the programme about his work.



	8.23
	Coins

John Humphrys
	Should Britannia still be on the backs of our coins or are they due for a makeover?

Interview with Sir Christopher Faling, Royal Mint Advisory Committee



	8.34
	Natural Selection

Evan Davies
	Sean Carroll, Professor of genetics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, talks about a new development in Darwin's "survival of the fittest" theory.



	
	
	


April 3

	8.20
	Literature

James Naughtie 


	The novelist, Gordon Burn, whose books deal with issues of modern fame.

Interview with Gordon Burn, novelist 




April 4

	8.20
	Bill Shankly

Sarah Montague and Rebecca Jones
	Kevin Keegan on Bill Shankly, the Liverpool manager, whose life is the subject of a new play.



	8.46
	Football

Sarah Montague and Mihir Bose
	Are football players losing respect for referees? 



	8.50
	Butterflies 

Edward Stourton and Tom Fielden


	Find out about a new exhibition of butterflies at the Natural History Museum.

Interview with Alex Gafaking, Natural History Museum




April 5

The residents of a tiny Swiss village are taking to the streets to protect their name – Champagne.  Report by Imogen Foulkes. 

	7.43
	Physics

James Naughtie
	Interview with physicist Professor Michio Kaku about his new book 'The Physics of the Impossible'.



	8.21
	Jazz Tap Dancing

Sarah Montague
	Interview with Will Gaines, one of the last surviving jazz tap dancers, who is celebrating his 80th birthday tomorrow. 



	8.48
	Poetry and the FA Cup

James Naughtie
	Interview with the poets Ian Macmillan and Danny Abse on their thoughts on this weekend's peculiar FA cup semi-finals.



	8.52
	Child Prodigy

Sarah Montague and Zubeida Malik


	Sufiah Yusof was a child prodigy, but her life didn't turn out as many expected. 


April 7

	6.47
	Married Couples and the Internet

Evan Davies and Rory Cellan-Jones 


	A major study of the internet habits of married couples has drawn some interesting conclusions about netiquette within relationships

	6.51
	North Pole Speed Record

Edward Stourton and


	Ben Saunders has been trying to break the speed record for a solo journey to the North Pole on foot, but he has had to give up eight days in.

Interview with Ben Saunders

 

	7.46
	Alan Titchmarsh

Edward Stourton
	The new High Sheriff of the Isle of Wight, Alan Titchmarsh tells us why he's been chosen.

Interview with Alan Titchmarsh



	8.24
	Satire

Edward Stourton 


	A new Spitting Image-style show has been announced. What makes good satire?

Interview with Matthew Paris, columnist and Alistair Beeton, who wrote for Spitting Image



	8.54
	Schools and the Cadet Corps

Evan Davies 


	Should school pupils be encouraged to sign up for military training with the cadet corps?

Interview with Quentin Davies, MP and David Gee, Roundtree Trust




April 8

	7.45
	German Waiter-less Restaurant

Edward Stourton and Steve Rosenberg


	The latest example of German efficiency, the restaurant that's done away with waiters.



	8.23
	Religion and Theatre

Edward Stourton 


	A new play  by Stephen Adly Guirgis asks what might happen if Judas Iscariot had to face trial in purgatory and the Bishop of Southwark reviews it 

Interview with Stephen Guirgis, playwright and the Bishop of Southwark 



	8.54
	Alzheimer’s

Evan Davies
	Could music have a palliative effect on Alzheimer sufferers?

Interview with Jason Suder, composer, and Dr Frank Dunmoore, neurobiologist




April 9

	6.52
	Cricket

James Naughtie talks to Rahul Tanden
	The first match in the rebel International World Cricket Series is to be played in India today. 



	8.22
	iPlayer

James Naughtie and Rory Cellan-Jones 


	Is the popularity of iPlayer putting a strain on internet service providers?



	8.47
	English Heritage

James Naughtie 


	Why English Heritage has bought a fully equipped factory.

Interview with Dr Simon Thurly, English Heritage




April 10

	8.22
	Countryside

Sarah Montague
	A discussion the changing face of the countryside, and whether the traditional English village has been lost for ever.

Interview with Richard Asquith, former villager and Mark Hedges, Country Life Magazine



	8.47
	Cricket

James Naughtie
	It seems the sport of cricket is changing. 

Interview with columnist, Scyld Berry and Ed Smith, Captain of Middlesex.




April 11

Researchers are suggesting that girls and boys often choose to play different musical instruments at school because of gender stereotyping.  

	7.43
	Musical Instruments 

James Naughtie


	The sex divide in musical terms, why boys prefer brass and girls go for flutes.

Interview with Alison Balsom, trumpeter and professor Sue Hallam. 



	8.22
	Reporting Museum

James Naughtie and Jonathan Beale
	The world's biggest museum dedicated to the history of reporting, we take a tour




April 12

	7.42
	Art 

Sarah Montague
	A Lucian Freud painting is set to break all records at auction next month

Interview with Sue Tilley, model. 



	8.23
	Secret Agent Letter

Sarah Montague
	The author Fredrick Forsyth has come into possession of a letter from a retired secret agent.



	8.49
	London Marathon and Kenya

Sarah Montague
	Luke Kibet is running the London marathon this Sunday, despite nearly losing his life in the Kenyan violence 

Interview with Luke Kibet



	8.45
	Oxford and Muslims

John Humphrys and Zubeida Malik
	What really happened in Oxford after reports that there could be a Muslim call to prayer ringing through the city?




April 14

	7.37
	Violin Goes Missing

Evan Davies
	Interview with the Rober Napier who left a 17th Century violin on a train and who hasn't seen it since.



	8.23
	Poetry

Evans Davies
	Does a poem have to rhyme to be a proper poem?  The Queen's English Society thinks it does 

Interview with Bernard Lamb, Queen’s English Society and Michael Schmidt, poet



	8.35
	Travel Writer Confessions

Evan Davies
	The confessions of a travel writer who admits he cut a few corners when coming up with his guides.

Interview with Thomas Coenstrum, travel writer, and Stephen Palmer, chief executive of Lonely Planet


	8.39
	Catholicism in the US

James Naughtie and Kevin Connolly

	Kevin Connolly looks at the changing nature of Catholicism in the United States of America.

	8.50
	Newswatch Opera

James Naughtie
	Sir Harrison Birtwistle on how his latest opera was inspired by the myth of the Newswatch.

Interview with Sir Harrison Birtwistle, and Sir Peter Jones, Clasicist




April 15

	6.49
	Rising Testosterone and the Credit Crunch

Evan Davies 


	And the report suggests that successful traders tend to have more testosterone

Interview with John Coates, Cambridge University



	7.46
	New York

James Naughtie and Kevin Connolly
	A report from New York where restaurant chains are resisting a move which would force them to reveal on their menus how fattening their dishes are.



	8.21
	Evelyn Waugh

James Naughtie 
	Rather interesting recordings of Evelyn Waugh are released by the British Library today. 

Interview with his grandson, Alexander Waugh.



	8.53
	Terror Attacks

James Naughtie


	Do major terror attacks turn out to be historic turning points or are they more often spectacular but short-lived?

Interview with Peter Taylor, journalist, and Jason Burk, the Observer




April 16 

	6.46
	Eurovision Song Contest

Sarah Montague and 


	A French MP is agitating over what he fears could be the death of his country’s language.  Interview with Jacques Myard, French MP European Commission 47.55



	7.43
	Art

Sarah Montague 


	The punk rocker who has turned to art, his oil paintings go on show in London tomorrow.



	8.21
	Drunkalogue

Edward Stourton
	As more books about alcoholic experiences are published the programme discusses the rise of a new literary genre, the drunkalogue.

Interview with John Sutherland, University College London and Tania Glyde, author



	8.47
	Eldest Children

Edward Stourton
	Why are eldest children treated more harshly by parents than their younger siblings?

Interview with Professor Joseph Hootz, Duke University



	8.50
	James Bond Exhibition

Sarah Montague and Gordon Corera


	As a new exhibition opens, everything you need to know about James Bond and his creator.




April 17

	6.55
	Extraterrestrial Life

John Humphrys 
	Seekers of extraterrestrial life are likely to be disappointed by new research

Interview with Professor Andrew Watson, East Anglia University



	7.51
	World Economics

John Humphrys


	The fourth richest man in the world on the emergence of a new economic order in the world.

Interview with Lakshmi Mittal, steel company owner



	8.25
	Marigolds on the Moon

John Humphrys and Richard Black


	The scientists who think they've worked out how to grow marigolds on the Moon.

Interview with Bernard Foyne, European Space Research and Technology Centre



	8.51
	Barbary Apes

John Humphrys
	Are the Barbary apes of Gibraltar out of control?

Interview with Franco Astoni, Calleto Hotel



	8.54
	France’s Rural Idyll

John Humphrys


	What urban unrest means for the rural idyll in France.

Interview with Martin Walker, author and Ken Tatham, English mayor of a small French village

Mention of the European Union’s inspectors.  (0.75 min)




April 18

	6.49
	Cricket

Sarah Montague talks to Rahool Tanden


	The most expensive venture in cricket history is launched today – the Indian Premier League

	7.34
	Prince Charles and Complimentary Medicine

John Humphrys 
	Prince Charles is coming under fire because of his views on complementary medicine.

Interview with Professor Edzard Ernst of Exeter University and Kim Lavely who runs the Prince's Foundation for Integrated Health.



	7.42
	Liverpool Underworld

Sarah Montague


	A low down on Liverpool's underworld. Author, Graham Johnson talks about his book about organised crime.

	8.22
	Happiness

Sarah Montague
	Film director Mike Leigh on how to be happy.

Interview with Mike Leigh and Professor Richard Layard, who advised the government on well-being. 



	8.45
	Restaurants

John Humphrys
	Why are restaurants giving us cheaper food? 

Interview with the Observer restaurant critic, Jay Rayner and Sean Rickard of the Cranfield School of Management.



	8.56
	Anxiety

Sarah Montague 
	Are we in an age of anxiety? 

Author, Fay Weldon and Professor Robert Eaglestone of the University of London discuss the effect it is having on culture.




April 19

	7.20
	St Kilda Film 

John Humphrys and Hugh Williams


	The evacuation of the island of St Kilda becomes a subject for a silent film.



	8.46
	Twitter

John Humphrys and Rory Cellan-Jones 


	What is the purpose of "twitting" – the social networking site Twitter.  




April 21

	7.45
	Early Summer

Edward Stourton and Sarah Mukherjee


	Is summer arriving early this year? Sarah Mukherjee has gone to a Wildlife Trust nature reserve in Portsmouth to find out.

	8.21
	Film Picket

Edward Stourton
	Why tube drivers will be picketing a movie premier tonight.

Interview with Simon Weller, ASLEF and Aaron Gairshfield 



	8.46
	Kirsty MacColl

Sarah Montague
	Jean MacColl on publishing 'Sun on the Water', a book about her daughter Kirsty's life.




April 22

	7.21
	Investigator Murder

Sarah Montague and Sanchia Berg


	Interview with the brother of Daniel Morgan, a private investigator who was found dead with an axe embedded in his head 21 years ago



	7.43
	New Music Award

Evan Davies
	Interview with the winners of the PRS New Music Award, announced last night - The Fragmented Orchestra.



	8.22
	Film and Theatre

Sarah Montague
	Do classic films translate well to the theatre? 

Interview with Toby Young, theatre critic, and Steven Berkoff, director of the stage version of 'On the Waterfront'.




April 23

	7.13
	Food and Pregnancy

Sarah Montague
	Are you what your mother eats? How a woman's diet could determine the sex of her baby.

Interview with Dr Fiona Matthews



	7.47
	Fish

Evan Davies
	The species of American fish that has survived 70,000 years despite being all female.

Interview with Dr Laurence Low, Edinburgh University



	8.43
	Theatre

Sarah Montague and Rebecca Jones
	Joan Didion's book, the Year of Magical Thinking, comes to the stage. 

Interview with the American writer, the play's director Sir David Hare and the lead actress Vanessa Redgrave.



	8.47
	St George’s Day

Evan Davies
	Why is there such a lack of interest in England's national day?

Interview with poets, Brian Patten and Elvis McGonagall.




April 24

	6.54
	Childhood Depression

Evan Davies
	A quarter of children say they often feel depressed according to research by the Children’s Society

Interview with Bob Reitemeier, Children’s Society

	8.22
	Political Cartoons

John Humphrys and Ben Wright


	Have political cartoons changed for the better?



	8.44
	Musicals and TV

John Humphrys
	Are TV inspired musicals in danger of swamping theatreland? 

Interview with Sir Peter Hall on the state of the West End.




April 25

	7.45
	The Supremes

Edward Stourton and Rebecca Jones
	The Supremes had a look that conquered the world. Our arts correspondent, 

Interview with Mary Wilson of the original Supremes.



	8.22
	Orwell Prize

Edward Stourton 
	The winner of the Orwell prize for political writing has been won by a Palestinian author, 

Interview with Masha Shihada, author



	8.49
	Anti-Social Behaviour in the US

John Humphrys and Norman Smith
	How do you tackle the problems of anti social behaviour and violence? 




April 26

	8.48
	Sir Colin Davis

James Naughtie
	A major new work has been commissioned to celebrate the conductor Sir Colin Davis's 80th birthday



	8.53
	Sunday Newspapers

John Humphrys
	Do we need the Sunday newspapers anymore?

Interview with Andy Davies, FT Weekend and Andrew Neil, Sunday Times




April 28

	6.47
	Clash Anniversary

Sarah Montague and Colin Patterson


	It’s 30 years this week since the Clash headlined the first Rock Against Racism carnival in London’s Victoria Park

	6.51
	Pregnant Women’s Cravings

Sarah Montague


	A survey of pregnant women has found they are having more cravings than their own mothers did.

Interview with Fiona Ford, dietician 



	7.44
	Peter Walker

Sarah Montague and Nicola Stanbridge
	Peter Walker speaks about his time working with the father of psychedelia, Timothy Leary, and his love for Spanish flamenco music.



	8.48
	Old Bailey Records

John Humphrys
	How the files of over 200,000 criminal cases heard at the Old Bailey have been made available online for the first time. Among them the trials of Dr Crippen and Oscar Wilde.

Interview with Professor Clive Emsley, Open University




April 29

	6.53
	Heathrow Airport

John Humphrys talks to Julian O’Hallahan 
	American Airlines says Heathrow is the worst airport it uses in Europe.  

	7.23
	Weight Loss Research

John Humphrys
	Australian scientists who think they've found a way to help people lose weight without eating less food.

Interview with Michael Matai, lead researcher



	7.41
	America

James Naughtie
	American lost its moral authority? 

Interview with novelist Will Self and historian Simon Schama.



	8.31
	Noise Pollution

James Naughtie
	How can we protect quiet places and what should the government be doing to help?

Interview with Val Weedon, noise protester




April 30

	7.24
	Black Grouse

John Humphrys talks to Sarah Mukherjee 
	The Black Grouse could become a more common sight in Britain's skies once again.

Interview with Phil Warren, conservation manager and Howard Gill, Natural England



	7.34
	The City

Sarah Montague and 
	A discussion of the benefits of a career in the City of London and not just the financial ones.

Interview with Lord James, corporate troubleshooter and David Frost, British Chambers of Commerce



	8.55
	Science Fiction

Sarah Montague
	Why truth is increasingly stranger than fiction and what it means for sci-fi writers.

Interview with Ian Waits, British Science Fiction Association and Andrew Smith, author 




APPENDIX F 

Non-urgent items May/June 2000

Monday 29 May 2000

None

Tuesday 30 May

None

Wednesday 31st 

	7.23
	Crown Prince of Denmark

James Naughtie
	Steve Kingston reports on Fredrick, Crown Prince of Denmark’s trip across Greenland by husky-dog sled.  The trek is being shown over the Internet.

Vox Pop with Denmark’s young people and soundbites from Bodelle Kat of Danish tabloid and Prince Fredrick.



	7.43
	Year of the Artist

John Humphrys
	Kate Tierney, artist in residence at the Today programme unveiled new project based on the programme yesterday.

Mark Olds and John Humphrys attended the opening.

Soundbites from Kate Tierny and Chris Plack who worked on the ‘head of John Humphrys’.



	8.21
	Aquatic Ape Hypothesis

James Naughtie
	Discussion with Simon Bearder of Oxford Brooks University and Dr. Foley from Cambridge Univeristy

On idea that during human development we had an aquatic phase.


Thursday 1st June

None

Friday 2nd June

	7.24
	Sweet Wrappers

Edward Stourton
	Physicists have looked into the noise produced when sweet-wrappers are unwrapped.

Interview with Eric Kramer who undertook the investigation.

	8.45
	Homogenised Bio-diversity

Sue MacGregor
	The impact of man on nature, how species can now move across continents much more quickly, and how this can have a large impact on species.

Interviews with Chris Lavers A lecturer in Natural History at Nottingham University and Sandy Napp of the Natural History Museum


Sat 3rd June

None.

Monday 5 June.  

None

Tuesday 6 June

None

Wednesday 7 June

	8.19
	Apostrophe

Sue MacGregor


	There are calls to remove the apostrophe from the English language.

Interviews with Mathew Engel, from The Guardian and Bernard Lamb of the Queen’s English Society


Thursday 8 June

	7.45
	Geckos 

Sue MacGregor
	Robert Full, from University of California has done research into how Gecko lizards stick to walls.




Friday 9 June

None

Saturday 10 June

	8.25
	Racing Tips


	Report on how successful the programme’s racing tips are.

	8.45
	World Naturist Day

John Humphrys


	Interviews with Mark Nesbitt from Health and Efficiency Magazine and Daniel President of Central Council for British Naturists


Monday 12 June

None

Tuesday 13 

None  

Wednesday 14

None

Thursday 15 June

Monitor sheet missing

Friday 16 June

None

Saturday 17th June

None 

Monday 19th June

None

Tuesday 20th June

None

Wednesday 21st June

None

Thursday 22nd June

None

Friday 23rd June

None  

Saturday 24th June

	7.19
	Otters

Sue MacGregor
	Otters are reappearing in British rivers – but are causing problems by eating expensive carp stocks.

Interview with Philip Ware of the Otter Trust and David Mannell of the carp society.


	5

	8.35
	Women and the Labour Party

John Humphrys 
	Reports that women feel that the Labour Government isn’t doing enough.

Interview with Baroness Jay


	5

	8.56
	Saturday Essay 


	Will Self on the importance of being different as a writer
	4


�Is something missing here?
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